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Results and Repercussions of the Coronado
Expedition to Tierra Nueva from Documentary
and Archaeological Sources
Richard Flint

F

rom 1540 to 1542 Francisco Vazquez de Coronado led a large company
of Europeans and Mexican Indians on a trek north from Nueva Espana
in search of wealthy and populous places. In the course of more than two

years, the expedition encountered numerous indigenous groups, sometimes
peacefully, sometimes with acrimony and violence. Shortly after the expedition's return to Mexico City its treatment of native peoples while in the north
was denounced to Spanish king Carlos 1. To investigate those allegations, the
king appointedlicenciado Lorenzo de Tejada, oidor (judge) of the Royal Aud-

iencia (high court) of Nueva Espaila. Tejada's charge was to determine who,
among the members of the expedition, had been responsible for mistreatment of Indians of the Tierra Nueva.
During spring and summer of 1544 Tejada examined fourteen witnesses
in the case, both in Mexico City and in Guadalajara, the seat of Vazquez de
Coronado's government of Nueva Galicia. Only two of these witnesses were
among the expedition's leadership. All testimony was taken in the presence

Richard Flint is Research Assistant Professor of History at New Mexico Highlands University
where he is co-director of the Documents of the Coronado Expedition Project with his wife
Shirley Cushing Flint. This article is excerpted from his Great Cruelties Have Been Reported:
The 1544 Investigation of the Coronado Expedition (Dallas: Southern Methodist University
Press, 2002. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87074-460-7). Distributed by Texas A&M University Press
Consortium 1-800-826-8911.
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of and recorded by an eseribano (scribe/notary/recorder) of the Audiencia of
Nueva Espana.
The record of the testimony taken by Tejada was forwarded to the Audiencia's fiscal (prosecuting attorney) for assessment of whether and against
whom formal charges should be lodged. Early in 1545, the fiscal filed criminal charges against Vazquez de Coronado for six alleged offenses that "he,
and his captains and lieutenants by his command, committed."
Vazquez de Coronado and his attorney filed comprehensive rebuttal testimony, though only a partial record is known to exist. Then, the Audiencia
as a whole sat in judgement and delivered its decision in February 1546. According to the document the Audiencia issued at the time, "We find them
[the fiscal's charges] and pronounce them not proved; and also that the aforesaid Francisco Vazquez de Coronado proved his exceptions and defenses."
That decision, however, was not the end of charges resulting from Tejada's
investigation. A copy of the testimony he had taken was forwarded to the Consejo de Indias (Council of the Indies) in Sevilla. As a result, the Council's
fiscal lodged charges of misconduct and abuse ofIndians against the expedition's maestre de campo (field commander), Garda Lopez (later Ramfrez) de
Cardenas, on 7 January 1546. After lengthy judicial machinations, a decision
in the case, and appeals of that decision, the Consejo announced its final
verdict seven years after the case began. That body affirmed its determination, delivered half year earlier, that the fiscal had "proved his accusation and
complaint," sentencing Ramfrez de Cardenas to one year's military service,
a fine of two hundred ducats, and banishment from the Indies for ten years.
In total, Lopez (Ramfrez) de Cardenas was the only member of the expedition punished for violence committed against Tierra Nueva Indians.
Throughout the various investigations, the allegations that violence had
been committed went largely unchallenged. The main question was who was
responsible. Together, the Audiencia of Nueva Espana and the Consejo de
Indias traced only a few specific violent incidents, and they were attributed
to the maestre de campo.
What has survived of the 1544 investigation record are documents authorizing the investigation, recording the activities of the investigating judge,
providing the testimony of twenty-one witnesses (both de oficio and de parte),
all of whom were members of the expedition, and announcing the decisions
rendered in the case. The investigation record reveals, for instance, the taking of women in Sonora for the sexual gratification of expedition members,
an act that resulted in a widespread uprising of Gpata towns, of the promulga-
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tion of regulations by the expedition's leadership requiring payment to Indians
for food and other goods received, and of the execution of a native guide in
present-day Kansas for misleading the expedition. No other set of documents
known to exist comes close to providing the wealth of detail about the variety ofIndian responses to the coming of Europeans, or about the Europeans'
attitudes toward the Native peoples they encountered.
Historian Herbert Bolton wrote, "[The 1544 investigation record] has
added immensely to the data hitherto available regarding nearly every episode of the Coronado expedition. It is a priceless source of knowledge for
many subjects formerly shadowy in the extreme or completely in the dark."
Despite its continuing importance for study of the Coronado entrada, the
compl~te investigation record has remained unpublished and unanalyzed
until now. Great Cruelties Have Been Reported: The 1544 Investigation of the
Coronado Expedition (2002) is an annotated dual-language edition of the
complete surviving investigation record, together with analysis and interpretation ofthe documents and events they recorded. The following article is the
concluding chapter of the book.

Requerimiento and Response
Evidence from the 1544 investigation of the expedition to Tierra Nueva
confirms that the prevailing attitudes of the European members of the expedition differed little from those manifested by the majority of members
of other Spanish expeditions of that era when it came to the indigenous
peoples they encountered and intended to bring under royal dominion.
Attitudes of unquestioned superiority of all European and Christian things,
persons, and forms over their American counterparts were the root cause
of pervasive hostility between the expedition and the native peoples it sojourned among, be they Opata or Zuni, Tiguex or Teya.! The assumption
of superiority by sixteenth-century Spaniards is epitomized by the formal
summons to submission or requerimiento read repeatedly by lay and religious
members ofthe Coronado expedition to newly encountered or "rebellious"
Indians. "We ask and require ... that you acknowledge the Church as the
ruler and superior of the whole world, and the high priest called Pope, and
in his name the king and queen ... our lords, in his place, as superiors and
lords and kings of these islands and this mainland.... "2 Drafted in 1513, the
requerimiento remained the official statement of Spanish authority over
the New World until 1573 3

236

~ NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 3

To be sure, all but the most skeptical of sixteenth-century Spaniards sincerely believed that the Catholic rite and Spanish culture they sought to impart to the natives of the New World were positive goods of universal value,
necessary for ultimate salvation and commodious existence in this life. In
exchange for such inestimable benefits it was beyond doubting that the peoples of the New World ought to be grateful and express that gratitude, in part,
by paying tribute or tax to their generous benefactors. In the case of the expedition to Tierra Nueva that translated into an expectation that Opatas, Pueblos, Querechos, Teyas, and Quivirans would willingly support and supply the
2,000

members of the expedition with food, clothing, and shelter, when pos-

sible "paid" for with glass beads, articles offancy clothing, and metal objects. 4
Furthermore, it was assumed that the worth ofthis commerce in culture would
be patently obvious to whatever peoples the expedition encountered and that
they would readily abandon their own "benighted" customs in favor of "true
and right" ways, begging to be taught and led by their clear "preceptors and
masters." Such expectations are apparent in an outraged letter written to the
king in 1545 by Mexico City resident and contemporary of the expedition to
Tierra Nueva Geronimo Lopez:
When we had conquered the land, there was no Indian, principal, or
cacique who would dare raise his eyes to look at a Spaniard's face while
talking to him, let alone oppose or contradict him in anything he said.
So much was this the case that if a Spaniard traveled on the roads, he
could walk all over the land alone and would be served, feared,
respected, and obeyed in the name of Your Majesty.'
No less an advocate ofIndian rights than Bartolome de las Casas still envisioned American natives as necessarily under the tutelage of European
priests so as "to be taught about the Catholic faith and to be admitted to the
holy sacraments."6 Such assured confidence with regard both to the universal value of their culture and religion and the willingness ofIndians to accept
their transfer was typical of the sixteenth-century agents of Spanish occupation of the Americas. In the actual event, though, Native Americans were
generally far from certain of the worth of the Spanish offer and more often
than not strongly resisted attempts to impose the touted arrangement on them.
Such was generally the case with the native peoples met by the Coronado
expedition to Tierra Nueva. Surely the Pueblo response to such demands
paraphrased in Vazquez de Coronado's interrogatorio (formal questionnaire)
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of 1544 and 1545, if not literally authentic, must convey some of the natural
astonishment and outrage with which native people routinely reacted: "that
they were not familiar with his majesty nor did they want to be his subjects
or serve him or any other Christian."7
The demands of the requerimiento and corollary pressures exerted by the
expedition, both overt and tacit, were met by a variety of initial indigenous
responses. At Corazones the Gpata welcomed the arrival of the advance party
of the expedition, expecting benign effects such as those they had experienced
when Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca and his tiny party had passed through
their community nearly four years previously. And certainly they had heard
of the harmless passage of fray Marcos de Niza through the region the year
before. At any rate, as many witnesses during the 1544 investigation testified,
they supplied provisions to the expedition and even permitted the establishment of a small settlement adjacent to or within their community. Accommodation of Spanish wishes did not last long, though. Hostility from the
people of Corazones over demands for women and supplies prompted movement of the Spanish settlement of San Geronimo to the next valley north.
There again friction finally ignited conflict, and San Geronimo was moved
once more, to the extreme northern limit of Gpata territory. There a fullscale uprising early in 1542 killed many Spaniards and scattered the survivors,
some retreating to Culiacan, others fleeing north to join the main body ofthe
expedition.
At Cfbola, on the contrary, the reading of the requerimiento was met by
immediate armed defense. Zuni anthropologist Edmund Ladd has suggested
that the hostility of the Cfbolans owed in part to the timing of the arrival of
the expedition, during the major summer ceremonial. s It seems unlikely,
however, that even at another time the Zuni people would have welcomed
the expedition with pleasure, given their experience with Esteban de Oorantes, whom they had killed the previous year, and the repeated demands of
the expedition for their submission to an unknown overlord. After briefheavy
fighting the Cfbolans nominally submitted to Spanish rule, but never fully
reinhabited their occupied town, as they were invited to do.
Knowing of the outcome of open resistance to the expedition's demands
at Cfbola, the people of Tiguex, three months later, seemed guardedly compliant with requests from the Spaniards, acquiescing to occupation of a
pueblo by the expedition and furnishing food supplies in exchange for trade
items. Within a month of the arrival of the first contingent of the expedition,
though, the Tiguex were openly expressing discontent. At least one Indian
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woman had been raped,9 food and clothing demands had become onerous,
and Spanish livestock was consuming the fuel supply. The Pueblos withdrew
to their towns and prepared defenses. The sequel was what has come to be
called the Tiguex War, which resulted in the death and injury of many Tiguex
people, forced servitude of many others, and the withdrawal of the remainder out of range of the expedition.
The nearest indigenous neighbors of the Tiguex, the people of Chia to
the west, managed to tightrope walk between withdrawal and allying with
the expedition. They supplied food and clothing to the newcomers even
while the Tiguex War raged and agreed to store pieces of ordnance for the
Spaniards, but never actually joined the expedition as combatants against
the Tiguex.
To the east of the Tiguex area, though, the people of Cicuique (Pecos)
initiated a diplomatic mission to the expedition soon after its occupation of
Cfbola. They offered friendship and facilitation of relations with the other
Pueblos. In exchange they expected Spanish military aid against a pueblo
with which they were in conflict. Relations soured quickly when leaders from
Cicuique were taken prisoner and tortured by members of the expedition in
order to learn the whereabouts of gold. Thereafter, the people of Cicuique
maintained cool but nominally supportive relations with the expedition, giving excuses for their unwillingness to provide outright manpower support.
Finally, even that cold facade dissolved into a skirmish at the pueblo itself.
The seminomadic peoples of the southern Great Plains, the Querechos
and Teyas, adopted the strategy of putting as much distance as possible between themselves and the expedition, without ever resorting to belligerence.
The first Querechos the expedition met, for instance, after a single night
camped adjacent to the expedition, folded up their tents, loaded their dogs,
and moved off in a direction contrary to that the expedition was pursuing.
The Teyas, after suffering the theft of a large stock of bison hides by the expedition, offered to lead the strangers to good hunting grounds outside of
their home territory and, thus, rid themselves of unwelcome guests that way.
The more settled agricultural Quivirans hid food and refused to supply it
to Vazquez de Coronado and the small contingent of the expedition that
reached their homeland with him. Armed conflict never developed, possibly
because, for once, the expedition members were badly outnumbered and
hundreds of miles from friendly support of any kind. Instead, the captain
general decided to rejoin the bulk of his expeditionary force in the abandoned Tiguex pueblos along the Rio Grande.
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Whether armed conflict ensued or not between the expedition and any
particular indigenous group, its constant threat made for a climate of high
tension and strain. At any moment an upward ratcheting of coercion, expansion oflevies, or simple acts of overweening arrogance could set off a violent
storm.

Corollary Pressures
Ultimately, issues ofsovereignty and autonomy that even today loom large for
Native Americans of all tribal affiliations underlay virtually all of the tension
and conflict between the expedition to Tierra Nueva and the natives of the
areas through which it passed. But each conflict also had a more proximate
cause or trigger.
A sense of divinely conferred superiority, combined with the youth and
dominantly male gender of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, together with its
unmistakable numerical advantage over the native groups it met, set the stage
for frequent sexual pressure and assault against native women. The Spanish
documents agree that both at the communications base of San Geronimo
and among the Tiguex pueblos seizure of Indian women for sexual purposes was a major factor in bringing the expedition into conflict with indigenous communities. 1O This was a situation endemic to enterprises of armed
European expansion throughout the hemisphere. As Mary Karasch has remarked about eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Brazil, "As is true of most
frontiers, one characteristic of the Goiano outpost was intense male competition for female labor and companionship ... One of the principal causes of
conflict between Luso-Brazilian, Afro-Brazilian, and Indian men was raids
for women."11
Like members of many other expeditions of the period, those of the Coronado expedition to Tierra Nueva expected also to benefit from the employment of native women as servants. As Diego Lopez testified in 1545 in Culiacan
province, while the expedition was in Tiguex he saw many men asking the
captain general to requisition servants from the neighboring pueblos, something that Vazquez de Coronado was reluctant to do, so as not to annoy the
Pueblo people. The wishes of many members ofthe expedition were fulfilled,
however, once warfare broke out, since prisoners could then be pressed into
domestic service legally. And many wereY Certainly there must have been
expedition members who for this reason, if for no other, were pleased to have
hostilities begin.
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The expedition to Tierra Nueva was extremely ill-prepared to provide the
necessities oflife for its members in a land far removed from any customary
source ofsupply. Although information on the severity ofwinters in the north,
for instance, had been received from Melchor Diaz and Juan de Zaldivar
while the expedition was still within Nueva Galicia, no provision for adequate
clothing was made. 13 When winter arrived the expedition was forced to try to
"buy" warm clothing from the Tiguex of New Mexico. This put incredible
strains on the native population which simply did not have a surplus sufficient
to clothe the huge group of Mexican Indian, European, and African adults
that made up the expedition. The clothing shortage became a decisive factor in relations between the indigenous people and the new arrivals. Forced
purchases were made and when that failed to supply the necessary quantity
of clothing, mantas and other articles of native apparel were taken by force.
With regard to food supply, the expedition was somewhat better prepared,
though still not by any means provisioned so as to be self-sufficient. Thousands of meat animals (cattle, sheep, and hogs) accompanied the expedition,
apparently adequate for more than a year and a half. Fortunately, before that
supply was exhausted, the expedition encountered the immense bison herds
of the southern Great Plains. That allowed the expedition to replenish its
meat supply, spending two solid weeks hunting bison and preparing bison
meat for transportation and storage. Fruits, vegetables, and grains were another matter altogether. 14 There is no evidence in any of the surviving documents related to the expedition that it carried either seeds or implements for
cultivating crops. In this regard it was typical of Spanish New World expeditions of the sixteenth century. A study of twenty-six such expeditions showed
that very few agricultural implements were carried by any of them, by the
expedition to Tierra Nueva none at all that can be positively assigned to agricultural purposes. IS Nor are seeds mentioned in the contemporary documents as
being carried by the expedition,I6 It is clear that, even in its organization, it
was assumed that cultivated foods would and could be obtained from the
native peoplesY As I have previously written, "This situation calls into question the sustainability of the expedition even from its conception."18 As with
the issue of servants, the onset of warfare between the expedition and the
Tiguex made acquisition of foodstuffs much easier than it was in times of
peace. According to Lorenzo Alvarez in his 1545 testimony, "Nothing, neither
corn nor anything else, was taken from peaceful Indians, only those at war."
To provide shelter from intense sunshine and inclement weather, the European members of the expedition carried pavilion tents and tools for erecting
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more substantial makeshift structures. The rest of the expedition was left to
fend for itself. And while on the march most members of the expedition often
camped without shelter. For instance, as the body of the expedition made its
way from Cfbola to Tiguex in December 1540 most people slept outside unprotected, despite daily snowfall. 19 Once arrived at native settlements, though,
the expedition appropriated space there in existing buildings. At Cfbola both
accommodations and food were secured by outright attack, while in Tiguex
both threat and open display of force were necessary to persuade the people of
the pueblo of Coofor to surrender it for the use of the expedition. 2o Eventually, the expedition occupied at least one other Tiguex pueblo, probably Pueblo de la Alameda, most likely after it was abandoned in the wake of armed
assault on another nearby pueblo, Pueblo del ArenaJ.21 As in the case of food
supplies, the leadership and most other members of the expedition to Tierra
Nueva assumed that shelter would be provided by the native people of the
region.
Another consequence of absolute certainty of members of the expedition
in their superiority was disregard and disparagement of indigenous practice
by the expedition as a whole and its persistent employment of Spanish conventions to the detriment of newly submitted "vassals." The use of cornfield
stubble among the Tiguex pueblos is a case in point. One night during the
winter of 1540-1541 Tiguex people attacked the horse herd of the expedition
to Tierra Nueva, driving off some sixty or more horses, which they later killed.
According to Juan Troyano in his testimony before Tejada, the Tiguex rose
up because the "horses were eating their planted fields." The Spaniards were
outraged, feeling that the Tiguex had acted completely without reason or
provocation. After all, the Spaniards were simply following the time-honored
custom of grazing their livestock in harvested fields. In Spain of the later
Middle Ages and Renaissance such land was, by law, available for the grazing of livestock by anyone once the crops were out of the fields. 22

In contrast, the Tiguex, lacking domesticated grazing animals throughout
prehistory and at the time of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, had another altogether different use for cornfield "waste." As examination of thousands of
prehistoric middens or trash dumps across the Southwest has revealed, corncobs and cornstalks were for centuries an important and renewable source
offuel to the sedentary indigenous peoples of the region and remained so for
the Tiguex in the mid-sixteenth century.23 Thus, cornstalks standing in their
harvested fields in the winter of 1540-1541, were an abundant and muchrelied-upon source of fuel for the Tiguex, certainly to be defended against
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marauding Spanish livestock. 24 Though neither Tiguex nor Spaniards seemed
aware of the other group's expectafions and assumptions for "proper use" of
field stubble, the collision of such culturally based assumptions put the two
groups almost inevitably in conflict, probably to everyone's bewilderment
and consternation.

A Sunday School Picnic?
The immediate and most obvious result ofthe arrival ofthe expedition to Tierra
Nueva among the sedentary native peoples ofthe far north was war. Assessment
of the numerical impact of casualties on both sides must be imprecise at best.
Pedro de Castaneda, the most thorough contemporary chronicler of the expedition, reported more than 401 Indians killed by the expedition and 21 European members of the expedition killed in turn by Indians at Cfbola and the
Tiguex pueblos (Pueblo del Arenal and Pueblo del Cerco).25 Indian casualties
were probably significantly higher than the figure reported by Castaneda, all
but perhaps two dozen of whom died during the fighting in the Tiguex area.
Even using Castaneda's very conservative figures, this means that the Tiguex
suffered fatalities during the warfare of 1540-1541 in excess of 10 percent oftheir
total population,26 with losses heavily weighted in the adult and young adult
male segments of their population. The numbers of European and Indian
casualties reported by Castaneda do not include the large number killed at
San Geronimo. Nor do other contemporary documents provide estimates. In
addition, an unknown number of the expedition's approximately 1,3°0 Nahua
and other Mexican Indian allies were killed, including between 2 and 5on the
night horses were stolen and killed in Tiguex. Z7 In the course of his testimony
during Viceroy Mendoza's residencia (or administrative review), Vazquez de
Coronado estimated that fewer than 30 Indian allies had died while on the
expedition. 28 Many more individuals on both sides were wounded. For instance, Francisco Martfn, in his 1544 testimony, swore that 70 or 80 Spaniards
were wounded during the fighting at Pueblo del Arenal alone. Others, including the captain general, were wounded at Cfbola and the Tiguex pueb10s.29 And expedition members are reported as rounding up wounded Tigllex
after their attempt to flee from Pueblo del Cerco. How many Indians later died
from their wounds or complications therefrom out of sight and knowledge of
the expedition is information now wholly inaccessible.
The effects of war death and incapacity among the Tigllex were surely
devastating. Defense and ceremonial capacities were seriously diminished,
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as was the agricultural labor force. As Carroll Riley has put it, "Not only had
numbers of people been killed or wounded, but the Indians had lost their
pueblos, their stores of food and clothing, and use of their land."JO While not
as catastrophic for the expedition to Tierra Nueva, deaths and debilitating
injuries were certainly disheartening and figured in the ultimate decision to
abandon the enterprise altogether.
Despite the heavy toll taken among the Tiguex and Opata during warfare
with the expedition to Tierra Nueva, historians, led by Herbert Bolton, have
generally contrasted a supposed relative nonviolence of the expedition with
the malevolence of other contemporary entradas, especially the expedition
through La Florida led by Hernando de Soto and the conquest of Nueva Galicia by NUDO Belran de Guzman. In Bolton's words, "compared with de Soto's
swashbuckling raid, in the matter of human relations Coronado's expedition
to Quivira was a Sunday school picnic."Jl The record of Lorenzo de Tejada's
investigation, together with other contemporary documentary evidence, however, reveals Bolton's appraisal as a gross misstatement. Detailed comparison
of the longest and most detailed narrative accounts of each of the two expeditions J2 has shown that the number of native deaths resulting from the two expeditions was very similarY Additionally, both expeditions equally frequently
resorted to torture of native prisoners and other acts of terror and were similarly reluctant to punish their own members for abuse of indigenous people.
Tellingly, neither expedition enjoyed a reputation for benevolence among
the natives it encountered; in fact, quite the opposite. For example, as far
away from the Tiguex territory as the Pacific coast Indians told members of
a seagoing party led by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo in 1542 that "in the interior
men like us [of the expedition to Tierra Nueva] were traveling about ... killing many native Indians, and that for this reason they were afraid."J4 Nevertheless, the Soto expedition was more often engaged in hostilities with indigenous
peoples than was the expedition to Tierra Nueva. That greater frequency of
violent clashes was due to hvo principal factors: (1) the very much greater and
denser native population ofthe interior ofwhat is now the southeastern United
States compared to the Greater Southwest and (2) Soto's decision to rely on
native load bearers for transport of equipment and provisions, which brought
the expedition and indigenous groups into almost daily conflict.

It is worthy of note also that although it has been written that there was no
overlap in personnel between the Guzman entrada and the expedition to
Tierra Nueva,3; in fact, at least a dozen individuals participated in both. More
significant still, five of the captains of the expedition to Tierra Nueva had
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been with Guzman (Melchor Diaz, Diego de Alcaraz, Juan de Zaldivar, Pedro
de Tovar, and Diego Lopez) and the original maestre de campo of the expedition, Lope de Samaniego (appointed directly by the viceroy), had served as
a captain under Guzman. These individuals had participated in what are
usually considered some of the darkest chapters in the history of European
occupation of the New World. the wholesale slaughter and enslavement of
indigenous peoples of northwestern Mexico in the early 1530s.36 In alllikelihood the killing of Samaniego by Indians near Chiametla early in the expedition to Tierra Nueva was retaliation for his earlier activities in the same area
and not solely a refusal to supply food to the expedition, though that is what
Pedro de Castaneda later reported? With such individuals in command under Vazquez de Coronado, it is little wonder that the captain general was
often kept in the dark about what was really transpiring between the expedition and the native peoples. Still, the inclusion of veterans of the Guzman
entrada in positions ofleadership of the expedition to Tierra Nueva indicates
an acceptance or tolerance by Viceroy Mendoza of some of Guzman's brutal methods and tactics.
In an effort to frighten Indians into submission and quiescence, the Spaniards of the expedition to Tierra Nueva from time to time perpetrated acts of
terror, subjecting individuals to torture to extract information, hanging Indians at Chiametla, and cutting off hands and noses of Pueblo captives then
releasing them as objects ofhorror. 38 The setting of dogs on the leaders from
Cicuique, Bigotes and the cacique, by members of the expedition in an effort to learn about the existence of precious metals is very reminiscent of torture applied for the same purpose to the Cazonci (leader) ofMichoacan in 1530
by the expedition led by Guzman 39 and extortion of information from captives
by burning their comrades alive, which was done by the Soto expedition. 4o
Furthermore, whether intended to inspire terror or not, the systematic
dismantling of Tiguex towns following their abandonment by the Tiguex
themselves (as confirmed by many witnesses during the 1544 investigation)
had a cruel impact. The psychological effect of torture and calculated disfigurement, combined with grief over death of relatives and loss of homes, was
excruciating. In the Pueblo world the winter weather, which in 1540-1541 and
again the following year was extraordinarily severe, added further stress. It can
only be suggested that these strains and pressures weakened many Tiguex to
the point of death. Certainly the expedition, even without generally suffering
loss of family members or destruction and despoliation of homes, was hard
pressed to cope with the situation in Tiguex, especially during the second
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winter. "Many Spaniards were ill and dying at Tiguex," testified Lorenzo
Alvarez in 1544Despite the fact that there may have been potentially extenuating circumstances (including two abnormally cold winters and failure to be resupplied
from the ships of Hernando de Alarcon), the demands made by the expedition to Tierra Nueva on local native peoples for food and clothing, the seizure of women, and the use of torture and terror tactics were unequivocally
consistent with sixteenth-century Spanish expeditionary/settlement behavior
throughout the New World. There is almost no evidence of especially benevolent behavior on the part of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, with the single
possible exception that the expedition, abiding by specific instructions from
the king and viceroy, did not make chattel slaves of any of the Indians from
the north. The expedition did, however, press native women and children
into extended involuntary servitude (that is, for the duration of its sojourn in
Tierra Nueva). Undoubtedly, the technical distinction between chattel slavery and open-ended servitude would not have been appreciated by the
women who, against their will, were cooking, cleaning, and providing sexual
release for members of the expedition.

A New Social Configuration in the Middle Rio Grande Valley
In the Pueblo area of what is now central New Mexico, the expedition employed a favorite strategy that dated back at least to the reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula from Muslims who had crossed from North Africa: to exploit
regional rivalries and pit neighbors against neighbors. 41 In this case, the tactic enjoyed only the most minimal success. To be sure, territorial rivalries existed among the indigenous peoples of the Rio Grande and adjacent valleys.
For centuries Towa, Tano, and Keres groups had been crowding in closer to
the homeland of the Tiguex, the oldest Pueblo group of the region. 4z The
equable climate and abundant water and arable land drove slow encroachment. As Pedro de Castaneda characterized the Tiguex area, it was the center or heart of the land of pueblosY According to Vazquez de Coronado's
1544 testimony before Lorenzo de Tejada, the people of Cicuique agreed to
send fighting men to battle the Tiguex on the side of the Spanish expedition,
if they were given a pueblo in that area to ease the population pressure and
land shortage at Cicuique. Nevertheless, neither Cicuique nor the Keres
pueblo of Chia ever supplied fighters against the Tiguex. And, in fact, the
people of Cicuique, at least, eventually became hostile to the expedition.
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With the outbreak of hostilities, the Tiguex first sought to defend themselves against the insistent demands of the expedition by congregating in two
easily defensible pueblos. When this expedient failed, they abandoned their
home territory completely except for carrying out occasional ambushes of
stray expedition members. It is likely they were granted asylum with neighboring Tanos, Tewas, Piros, Tompiros, or even Keres, in turn burdening their
supplies of stored food. Between April and July 1541 some Tiguex reoccupied
and repaired several of their pueblos. But when the expedition returned unexpectedly to take up residence again, they fled once more.
A crucial result of the nearly two-year abandonment ofTiguex territory, for
both the Tiguex and the expedition, was that the Middle Rio Grande Valley
went unplanted. Cristobal de Escobar, testifying before Lorenzo de Tejada
in 1544, stated that the Spaniards "would have died of cold and hunger if it
had not been for the supplies and wood that they got from the pueblos [the
Indians] had repaired and rebuilt."
The Tiguex, though they reoccupiei.l most of their home territory after
retreat of the expedition to Mexico in spring 1542, never did reoccupy all of
it. In fact, the people of Chia and other Keres pueblos, the passive allies of
the expedition during its conflict with the Tiguex, opportunistically established new pueblos in the northern fringe of what, prior to 1540, had been
Tiguex and Tano territory. When the next Spanish expedition, led by fray
Agustin Rodrfguez, arrived in New Mexico in 1581, it encountered in the
vicinity of the confluence of the Rio Grande and Jemez River five pennanently inhabited Keres pueblos, where in 1540 there had been only one, Chiao
In 1581, besides Chia, there were Castilleja (probably ancestral San Felipe),
Guatitlan (Santa Ana), and La Guarda and La Rinconada (between Zia and
Santa Ana).44 It may be that in the wake of the horrific wintertime fighting
early in 1541 at Pueblo del Cerco in this area and the resultant loss oflife, the
Tiguex did not contest the use right over the territory around the Jemez RiverRio Grande junction with the encroaching Keres. 45 Furthermore, in the Galisteo Basin to the northeast of the Tiguex area Pedro de Castaneda of the
expedition to Tierra Nueva reported three pueblos in the early 1540S, only
one ofwhich was fully inhabited. Forty years later the Rodrfguez-Chamuscado
expedition visited four inhabited pueblos in the same area. 46 The additional
pueblo in the Galisteo Basin in the 1580s was the one called Malpartida by
the Rodrfguez-Chamuscado expedition, usually identified as San Marcos
Pueblo near the aboriginally exploited turquoise and lead mines. San Marcos
is considered by ethnohistorians and archaeologists to have been a Keres
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pueblo and, indeed, its ruins today are associated with the Keres pueblo of
Cochiti. 47 Once again this suggests an intrusion of Keres people following the
disruptions caused by the expedition to Tierra Nueva. 48
Although lacking in temporal precision, oral traditions among the Keres
people of modern Cochiti and San Felipe include an account of the ancestors of San Felipe leaving their cultural brethren at a pueblo known as Kuapa
and migrating southward into the Tiguex area. There they were received with
hostility by the people of Sandia Pueblo and moved on eastward where they
took up residence among the Tanos. Later they left the Tanos and established
a pueblo on the west bank ofthe Rio Grande not far from modern San Felipe. 49
Transmission of Pathogens, Transplantation of People, and
Acquisition of Knowledge

The question, often posed about early European contact in other areas of the
Western Hemisphere, as to whether deadly Old World disease pathogens were
introduced into the Greater Southwest by the cxpcdition to Tierra Nueva
must be considered. Certainly none of the known contemporary documents
arising from the expedition to Tierra Nueva refers to illnesses among any of
the native groups it contacted. But since some sickness was present among
at least the European contingent of the expedition during the winter of 15411542,5° the possibility exists that it was influenza or one of the other Old World
maladies that proved extraordinarily lethal to Indians in the New World. Between the expedition to Tierra Nueva and the Rodrfguez-Chamuscado expedition forty years later, however, there seems to have been very little change
in total Pueblo population as estimated by Spanish observers. The total number of Pueblo communities remained all but constant not only between 1540
and 1581, but until establishment of a permanent Spanish colony in 1598.51
Nevertheless, the source data are so scanty and dissimilar as to provide no unambiguous answer as to whether the Pueblos were significantly impacted by
Old World diseases as a result of the expedition to Tierra Nueva. 52 More conclusively, Daniel Reff, in studying episodes of European disease in the sixteenth-century Opata territory of central and northern Sonora, where the
shifting base of San Geronimo was located, has found that "there is little or
no evidence that De Niza's or Coronado's expeditions were responsible for
the introduction of acute and chronic infectious diseases."53 Part of the explanation for lack of transmission of serious disease by the expedition to Tierra
Nueva is the minimal amount of communication and direct contact between
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it and individuals from the established Spanish settlements in Nueva Espana
and Nueva Galicia during its two-year sojourn in the north.
While the expedition may not have served as a conduit of disease, it did
transplant people from central and western Mexico into the Upper Southwest. Of the thousand-plus Nahuatl-, Tarascan-, and Caxcan-speaking Indians who participated in the expedition to Tierra Nueva, an unknown number
remained behind in the Greater Southwest when the expedition returned
south. For instance, during the first few days of the expedition's return trek
people from Cfbola followed along behind salvaging discarded equipment
and welcoming Nahuas and other Indian allies who decided to stay behind. 54
In the CfbolalZuni area forty years later, the expedition led by Antonio de
Espejo found "Mexican Indians, and also a number from Guadalajara, some
of those that Coronado had brought."55 Carroll Riley has suggested that the
most significant impact of the Nahuas and other Mexican Indians who remained in the north was "to reinforce the Mesoamerican element in Southwestern culture, and to introduce certain Spanish traits and ideas."56 While
the cultural effect of the Mexican Indians who stayed to live among the Pueblos may not have been great, they certainly were a valuable source ofknow1edge about European expectations and behavior, which conditioned Pueblo
responses to subsequent Spanish entradas.
In a material way, the Mexican Indian members of the expedition had a
major effect on the European contingent. More than 90 percent of the European men-at-war carried solely or primarily arms and armament characteristic
of indigenous central Mexico, rather than or in addition to European gear. 57
In food and food preparation, too, the European members of the expedition
relied heavily on the central Mexican staple, corn, and on indigenous culinary
methods and utensils. For their part, the Mexican Indians continued to learn
and employ Spanish techniques and customs regarding organization, warfare, livestock tending, diplomacy, engineering, and a raft of other facets of
expeditionary and colonial life.
In the end it may be that the acquisition ofknowledge and opinion by
each group about the others was the most lasting result of the expedition for
all parties. Specifics are difficult to find and extract from the documentary
record, but many things are easily inferred. Indians throughout the Greater
Southwest became familiar with the formalism and legal punctiliousness of
the Europeans and their penchant for making written records. European
reverence for the cross and its efficacy as a shield for beleaguered indigenous
peoples was clear, despite abrogation of a cross-warranted promise at Pueblo
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del Arena!. European reliance on livestock and the limitations and liabilities
that imposed were open for all to remark. Reports of the brutality of many
European actions were repeatedly confirmed, reports that had been received
for years prior to the coming of the expedition through the network of trade
that linked all parts of the Greater Southwest and tied it to Mesoamerica and
other areas.
For Europeans, on the other hand, ideas of Old-World-style kingdoms governed by monarchs and a class of elites had to be abandoned when considering the far north. The failure of the expedition to Tierra Nueva to locate large
hierarchical states with accumulations of precious metals and jewels hastened
a shift in Spanish attitudes about natives ofthe Americas in genera!. That shift,
all but complete by mid-century, was from expectations ofIndians as potential
wealthy payers of "money" tribute to Indians as a labor force for Spanish economic enterprises, often the extraction of precious metals. While human
similarities between Europeans and Native Americans were obvious, so was
the existence of gulfs and chasms that circumscribed possibilities for effortless
interaction. In many ways each group confirmed preconceived stereotypes of
the others, especially since behavior in times of stress and conflict (as was often the case for all parties in the course ofthe expedition to Tierra Nueva) tends
toward the routinized and habitual, resulting in self-generated caricahlres. This
explains in part why attitudes toward the indigenous peoples of Tierra Nueva
expressed by the witnesses in Tejada's investigation tended to be so negative
and so self-justificatory toward the actions of the expedition.
Although, as Janet Lecompte has observed, following its return from Tierra
Nueva the "expedition was all but forgotten,"58 its effects lingered, becoming
part of the general lore and common knowledge that each group held about
the others and passed to succeeding generations.
Herbert Bolton was quick to point toward increased geographical knowledge for Spaniards stemming from the expedition to Tierra Nueva. As Robert Weddle has recently written, information gained during the Pacific coast
voyages associated with the Coronado expedition figured in the opening of
trade between Nueva Espana and the Far East. 59 Nevertheless, as Bolton himself pointed out, much of the geographical knowledge stemming from the
expedition was forgotten or misinterpreted. 60 Not forgotten, however, was the
absence of wealthy European-style cities in the north and the financial hardship chasing that chimera had caused. 61
Most European expedition members for whom records survive complained,
sometimes bitterly, that the trek to Tierra Nueva had seriously impoverished
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them. While such complaints were part of the standard application for reward
and preferment by the Spanish king, there is considerable evidence that because the expected wealth was not found in the north many individuals lost
their entire investments and were a long time in recovering from that blow.
It was probably to stave off the eventuality of ruined investments that some
sixty members of the expedition agitated obstinately to be allowed to remain
in Tierra Nueva after the departure of the majority of the expedition. 62 Mter
all, if they returned to Nueva Espana, they would be destitute and compet-

ing for resources with thousands of other ambitious Europeans. Whereas, by
remaining in the north there was still the hope of wresting a living from the
native peoples there and always the possibility that the original reports of
wealth would be substantiated. Even among the principal investors, the financiallosses resulting from the expedition to Tierra Nueva were debilitating. After 1542 Antonio de Mendoza, for instance, never again undertook
sponsorship of a major expedition, turning his energies and resources instead
increasingly to more prosaic economic development within Nueva Espana.
The return of the expedition to Tierra Nueva from the north in 1542 provided an influx of Spanish population into the Culiacan area, attracted by
indications of ores of precious metals that had been located during V,lzquez
de Coronado's abortive entrada to Topira in the Sierra Madre Occidental and
during the expedition to Tierra Nueva itself. According to seventeenth-century historian fray Antonio Tello, Vazquez de Coronado returned to Compostela with nearly the whole expedition dispersed because some men-at-arms
had remained in Culiacan and others had gone on to Mexico City.63 This did
much to reverse the trend that Vazquez de Coronado had lamented as governor, when he found in 1538 that Culiacan was being abandoned. 64
Departure of the expedition in 1540, though, had temporarily but dangerously reduced the population of Nueva Galicia, a fact not lost on the native
peoples of that ten-year-old province. Within ten months a widespread uprising against Spanish presence and domination in Nueva Galicia was under
way. Certainly the most serious threat to Spanish claims of sovereignty in the
New World during the sixteenth century, the uprising, often referred to as the
Mixt6n War, was not put down until early 1542. Even then it was brought to
an end only after a massive armed force was raised in central Mexico and led
by the viceroy himself against the many fortified Indian towns of Nueva Galicia. The launching of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, thus, opened the door
to a nearly successful challenge to Spanish rule in the whole of the viceroyalty of Nueva Espana. 63
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Conclusion

The pesquisa (or investigation) into the treatment of indigenous peoples by
the expedition to Tierra Nueva was initiated as an expression of the sincere
convictions of a powerful group agitating for Indian rights during the middle
third of the sixteenth century in Spain. It was triggered by denunciations made
to the king either directly or indirectly by unidentified persons who participated in the expedition. Because of the political ramifications of culpability
for brutality for Francisco Vazquez de Coronado and Antonio de Mendoza,
the viceroy's rival Hernan Cortes lobbied that such an investigation be conducted. But, precisely because ofthe political danger to the viceroy, individuals within the upper echelons of the colonial administration ofNueva Espana
worked together to satisfy the outrage of the Indian rights faction in Spain
while lodging blame for manifest brutality as far from the viceroy as possible.
In this the colonial administration was successful. Responsibility for outrages
committed among the Opatas and Pueblos was fixed on the former maestre
de campo of the expedition, Garda L6pez de Cardenas. Vazquez de Coronado and, by extension, Viceroy Mendoza were exonerated. Even L6pez de
Cardenas was largely shielded from punishment.
The resulting investigation record is one of testimony heavily weighted in
favor of the former captain general of the expedition. Despite this orchestration of the testimony, though, the witnesses revealed much about the complex
motives and forces that determined the course of contact between the expedition to Tierra Nueva and the indigenous peoples of the Greater Southwest.
Together with archaeological and ethnographic evidence, their testimony
has allowed detailed delineation of many effects of this "failed" expedition,
both on its own members and on natives of the Greater Southwest.
It cannot be stressed strongly enough that all the groups and individuals
who encountered and interacted with each other during the expedition to
Tierra Nueva were governed by intricate constellations of principles, drives,
and desires sometimes internally in conflict. The expedition was a diverse
multitude ranging from Black slaves to powerful members of the Spanish
colonial elite, from sons and daughters of the Mexica to visionary Catholic
friars, from individuals fresh off the boat from the Old World to long-time
veterans offrontier life in the New. This assemblage of people intruded into
the homelands of scores of equally heterogeneous indigenous peoples, from
the sedentary people of Chiametla already ravaged for years by colonial slaving to fully nomadic Querechos without previous experience of Spaniards
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and their allies, from town-dwelling Cfbolans to Teyas whose encampments
might vanish overnight, from long-distance traders in precious exotic commodities to grinders of cornmeal and curers of hides. Only a sample of the
complexity of contact between such divergent and dissimilar peoples has
been offered here.
For Europeans and Mexican Indian allies the results of the expedition to
Tierra Nueva were very different from those anticipated during the heady
days of recruitment in the fall of 1539. And the unintended repercussions of
the entrada on both its own members and the indigenous peoples it came
into contact and had commerce with were largely unforeseen. Those repercussions were, nevertheless, decisive in the lives of thousands of individuals
and helped determine the course of future interaction between native peoples of the Greater Southwest and European-led interlopers from the south.
Hundreds died, hundreds more were injured, thousands were impoverished
and deprived of their homes and livelihoods. Significant population shifts
occurred. Spaniards from central Mexico were relocated to the far northern
fringes of colonial settlement, assuring the slow but relentless expansion of
Spanish dominance. In New Mexico, Keres groups took another step in a
centuries-old encroachment on their neighbors the Tiguex. All across the
Greater Southwest and throughout the New World Spanish empire (to which
the members of the expedition dispersed) conclusions about foreign groups
were drawn and solidified. Wariness and suspicion increased among all the
groups concerned.
Notes
I.

Arrogance and unquestioned confidence in the superiority of invaders were not
unique to Spaniards nor to the sixteenth century. In fact, they characterized the
majority of colonial expansion around the world and projects in political, economic,
and religious hegemony. Sadly, they are currently apparent in modern attempts to
blanket the globe with "free-market" economies and Western values. Richard Slatta
has recently characterized dominant Spanish colonial attitudes as a "Eurocentric
ideology" that "demanded total victory of Spanish 'civilization' over Indian 'barbarism.''' In the Spanish world at the time of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, belief in
divine election of Spain had already been widespread for generations. As Peggy Liss
has recently written regarding the Spain of Fernando and Isabel, a generation before the expedition, "Monarchs and nobles shared the belief of Spain having been
chosen and directed by God." The notion that all Catholic Spaniards were unquestionably superior to non-Catholics and non-Spaniards was fostered, if not engendered, by the sporadic eight-century-Iong military victory ofCastilian forces over the
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Islamic states of the Iberian Peninsula. And it is significant that Vazquez de Coronado and other members of the expedition to Tierra Nueva saw it as an extension
of the reconquest of Iberia. The captain general, himself, explicitly drew the parallel by renaming the Sll bi ugated pueblo of Cfbola after Granada in Spain, the site of
the final capitulation ofislamic sovereignty on the peninsula only slightly over forty
years earlier. Richard W. Slatta, "Spanish Colonial Military Strategy and Ideology,"
in Contested Ground: Comparative Frontiers on the Northern and Southern Edges
of the Spanish Empire, ed. Donna J. Guy and Thomas E. Sheridan (Tucson: The
University of Arizona Press, 1998), 96; Peggy K. Liss, Isabel the Queen: Life and
Times (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), 358; "Letter of Coronado to Mendoza, August 3,154°," in Ceorge P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives of the Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542 (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1940), 170.
Charles Gibson, The Spanish Tradition in America (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1968), 59. For a detailed recent analysis of the coersive nature of the
requerimineto and its demand for submission to a "superior" culture and religion,
see Patricia Seed, Ceremonies of Possession in Europe's Conquest ofthe New World,

1492-1640 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 69-99·
3. David J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven and London:
Yale University Press, 1992), 388 n. 70.
4- Almost without exception, similar expectations were manifested by all Spanish expeditions and settlements throughout the Americas. As Elizabeth Reitz and Bonnie
McEwan have written recently about sixteenth-century Spanish activities in the
circum-Caribbean area, "Both in Spanish Florida and at Puerto Real, demands were
made upon local peoples for food, and these requests were so burdensome to the
natives that they frequently rebelled." Elizabeth J. Reitz and Bonnie G. McEwan,
"Animals, Environment, and the Spanish Diet at Puerto Real," in Puerto Real: The
Archaeology ofa Sixteenth-Century Spanish Town in Hispaniola, ed. Kathleen Deagan (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1995), 3325. Geronimo Lopez to the King, on native policy, in John H. Parry and Robert G. Keith,
comps., Central America and Mexico, vol. 3, New Iberian World (New York: Times
Books and Hector & Rose, 1984),447. A transcription of the full Spanish text of the
letter is in Francisco del Paso y Troncoso, comp., Epistolario de Nueva Espmla,
1505-1818 (Mexico City, 1939-1942),4:151-79.
6. Bartolome de las Casas, In Defense ofthe Indians, trans. Stafford Poole (DeKalb, Ill.:
Northern Illinois University Press, 1992),42.
7. No implication of comprehension by Indians of the demands of the requerimiento
is made here. In fact, given the highly abstract nature of the concepts employed in
the requerimiento and the near impossibility of translating them adequately into the
native spoken tongues or, as was often the case, sign language, thorough lack of
literal comprehension must be assumed. Nevertheless, the Spaniards' intent to dominate and control was clear from their actions.
8. Edmund J. Ladd, "Zuni on the Day the Men in Metal Arrived," in The Coronado
Expedition to Tierra Nueva: The 1540-1542 Route Across the Southwest, ed. Richard
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Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint (Niwot, Colo.: University Press of Colorado, 1997),
225-33·
9. Almost certainly there were more than one. Francisca de Hozes, in her statement
before Tejada, referred to '\vives and daughters" having been taken by force atTiguex
and Cicuique.
10.

The threat to Indian women was clear to the indigenous people of Cibola for, as
Vazquez de Coronado wrote to the viceroy in August 1540, "I am unable to give your
lordship any certain information about the dress of the women, because the Indians keep them guarded so carefully that I have not seen any, except two old ones."
In his cursory assessment of the effects of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, Ramon
Gutierrez rightly brings attention to sexual pressure on Pueblo women as a cause
of the Tiguex war, but he also oversimplifies a very complex situation by asserting
that this was the sole or at least principal cause. Furthermore, he gratuitously and
wholly without foundation implies that there would have been no hostility if only
the expedition members had adequately compensated the Pueblo women or their
male relatives for their sexual activities. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 177; Ramon
A. Gutierrez, When Jesus Came, the Com Mothers Went Away: Marriage, Sexuality,
and Power in New Mexico, 1500-1846 (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press,

II.

1991),45.
Mary Karasch, "Interethnic Conflict and Resistance on the Brazilian Frontier of
Goias, 1750-1890," in Contested Ground: Comparative Frontiers on the Northern alld

Southern Edges ofthe Spanish Empire, ed. Donna J. Guy and Thomas E. Sheridan
(Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1998), 122.
12. Pedro de Castaneda de Najera, Relaci6n, New York Public Library, Rich Collection, no. 63, Primera Parte, Capitulo 16.
13. The ships of Hernando de Alarcon carried personal belongings which members of
the expedition could not carry themselves, with the plan of rendezvousing with the
overland group en route. Precisely what items Alarcon carried is unknown. Even
assuming that the ships transported sufficient warm clothing for the nearly 2,000
members of the expedition, when the anticipated rendezvous failed to happen, the
expedition went on with apparent unconcern over inevitable cold weather.
14. Less than fifty years after Columbus's landfall in the New World, corn or maize was
considered a necessity of life, in the absence of wheat, for all members of the expedition to Tierra Nueva, European, Native American, and African, as well as for their
livestock.
15. Richard Flint, "The Pattern of Coronado Expedition Material Culture" (MA thesis, New Mexico Highlands University, 1992), 79.
16. There is, nevertheless, the possibility that seeds were carried by the expedition, as
Bernardo de Vargas Machuca recommended at the end of the sixteenth century in
his manual for expedition leaders. Further, it is possible that melons seen in the
Sonora Valley by Baltasar de Obregon in the 1560s descended from seeds left by the
expedition to Tierra Nueva. Bernardo de Vargas Machuca, Milicia y Descripci6n de
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Francisco de Lima, Portuguese Merchants of Parra!,
and the New Mexico Trade, 1638-1675
Rick Hendricks and Gerald Mandell

O

n 23 November 1654, Gen. Hernando de Ugarte y la Concha, former
governor of New Mexico (1649-1653), wrote his last will and testament
in Mexico City.l Ugarte, a native of Fuenterrabfa in Guipuzcoa, ordered that

a small consignment of New Mexico trade goods and other articles be delivered to his daughter, Marfa de la Concha, in Nueva Vizcaya. A resident ofthe
mining district of San Juan de Inde, Marfa was the wife ofSgt. Andres Melendez, a soldier at the presidio ofCerro Gordo southeast ofSanta Barbara. Among
the goods mentioned in Ugarte's will were twenty-six New Mexico-made deerskin doublets, two high-quality wool bedspreads, a forty-four-pound iron bar,
and two Apache slaves. These articles were said to be in the possession ofFrancisco de Lima, Governor Ugarte's business agent in the busy silver mining and
commercial center of San Jose del Parra!' After her father's death, Marfa de la
Concha granted a power of attorney to her husband, Sergeant Melendez, to
collect these articles from Lima. The retrieval of this meager array of goods
took place in Parral during the spring of 1656.
Of the dozens of merchants doing business in Parral during the mid-16oos,
none was more infl uential in the New Mexico trade than Governor Ugarte's
business agent, Francisco de Lima. Over the course of a thirty-seven-year
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career that lasted from 1638 until his death in 1675, Lima became one ofParraI's
leading citizens. Beginning in the 165os, he served as alguacil mayor propietario (proprietary constable) for Parral and the Santa Barbara province, a
post he held for almost twenty years. Between the late 1640S and early 1660s,
Lima thrived as a businessman. He acted as the commercial agent for several
New Mexico governors, served as Parral syndic for the Franciscans of New
Mexico, and provided significant amounts of retail merchandise and venture
capital to a small but ambitious group of New Mexico-based freighters and
traders including don Pedro Duran y Chaves II and Capt. Andres L6pez de
Gracia. As the major facilitator of the New Mexico trade, Lima furnished
thousands of pesos in some years to men such as Chaves and L6pez de Gracia.
More importantly, his extensive social and commercial connections in Parral
and beyond provided New Mexicans a point of access to Spain's imperial
distribution network.
Lima was born around 1612 in Vila Vi<;osa, Portugal, just west ofBadajoz,
Estremadura, in Spain. 2 Almost nothing is presently known of his childhood
or the status of his parents, Francisco Gomes and Beatrfs de Lima. Francisco
de Lima's hometown was an ancient community, once an intensive LusoRoman settlement. Vila Vi<;osa's Roman name was Callipole from the Greek
for handsome, delightful, pleasant town or city. Its inhabitants were called
callipolenses even in Lima's day, as is the Iberian tradition. 3 The town's modern name, vifosa (lush, luxuriant), derives from the fact that the area is watered by numerous springs originating in the nearby Serra de Borba in winter
and forming seasonal creeks flowing down a broad valley. By contrast, during the summer, the creeks dry up except for their deepest courses. The town
is situated at an elevation of 422 meters above sea level on the eastern slopes
of the mountains. Vila Vi<;osa is located in what was generally held to be the
poorest region of Portugal, the Alentejo, but the Serra de Borba provides protection to the west for the valley's notably fertile soil, which produces olives,
cereal crops, and fruit. Cork is also harvested from local trees. Vila Vi<;osa is one
of three area communities that historically participated in marble quarrying. 4
At the time of Lima's birth, Vila Vi<;osa boasted two sixteenth-century
churches, a cloistered nunnery dedicated to Santa Clara de Braga, the Augustinian convent of Nossa Senhora da Gra<;a, and a medieval castle. Vila
Vi<;osa was also the residence of the Duque de Bragan<;a. Years before, the
fourth Duque de Bragan<;a, dom Jaime, initiated construction of the ducal
palace. Extensive renovations, including the installation of a facade made
from locally quarried marble, began at the instigation of dom Teod6sio, the
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seventh Duque de Bragan9a. These works were in progress during Lima's
youth. Vila Vi90sa was the site of gala ducal feasts, theatrical productions
staged for the entertainment of the Bragan9as and their noble guests, and
occasional bullfights. In 1640 dom Teod6sio's son, the eighth Duque de Bragan9a, became King Joao IV of Portugal, and Vila Vi90sa was abruptly abandoned by the royal family. From that time, members of the court returned to
Vila Vi<;osa only in pursuit of leisure, using the ancestral Bragan<;a properties as a hunting preserve.'
There is no hint ofwhy Lima departed Vila
Vi<;osa. The myriad forces that spurred Iberians to leave the peninsula to seek their fortune in the New World may well explain
FRANCISCO DE
Lima's motivation. Francisco probably landed
in New Spain during the early to mid-163°S and may have lived for a time in
Veracruz, Mexico City, or even Cuencame, a mining town in the present-day
state of Durango, before settling in Parra!' Given the evidence of an informal
Portuguese social and commercial network operating in New Spain by the
1630s, it seems likely that influential Portuguese in Mexico City encouraged
Lima to seek his fortune in Parral and perhaps provided initial contacts and
introductions. Francisco Franco Moreira, the Portuguese silver merchant
and commission agent, was one such individual who had numerous contacts
in Parra!.6 Lima may have arrived in Parral, the principal mining and commercial center of Nueva Vizcaya during the summer or fall of 1638, when he
was about twenty-six years of age. He was not among the group of ParraI merchants listed in April of that year, but his name did appear on a similar list of
merchants with stores in Parral compiled in August 1639.7
During the first decade or two of the seventeenth century, residents of the
"kingdom and provinces of New Mexico" had only intermittent contact with
their counterparts in Nueva Vizcaya. The most frequent points of interaction
were probably San Bartolome, Santa Barbara, and the mining town ofCuencame. There is evidence that several Franciscan missionaries, including fray
Juan de Salas and fray Tomas Manso, in New Mexico established commercial accounts with San Bartolome merchants in order to market mission-made
articles, mostly woven goods, in Nueva Vizcaya 8 Matias L6pez del Castillo,
a native ofCabra, in Andalusia, and a New Mexico-based freighter and petty
trader during the 1620S and early 163os, transported goods for New Mexico
governor Juan de Eulate (1618-1625) and for the Franciscan missionary, fray
Esteban de Perea. 9
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Santa Barbara, founded in 1567 by Gen. Rodrigo del Rio de Losa, was
apparently the most important mining town in what is now southern Chihuahua during the late 1500S and early 1600s, prior to the dramatic silver strike
at nearby Parral. Oakah L. Jones explains:
The principal discovery occurred at Parral [a few leagues northeast of
Santa Barbara] in the summer of 1631. A Santa Barbara resident,
Alferez Juan Rangel de Biezma, struck the first rich silver vein on a hill
named "Ia negrita," and soon this strike led to an exodus from all over
Nueva Vizcaya to the new real of San Jose del Parral. Within the first
year of its development, newly arrived residents filed four hundred
mining claims there. By 1632 there were more than three hundred
vecinos living in Parral, and five years later the boomtown contained
thirty-seven merchants. 1O
Another important silver discovery was made in 1634 at San Diego de las
Minas Nuevas (present-day Villa Escobedo), a few miles northwest ofParral.
The rise ofParraI and San Diego as a vigorous mining, commercial, and financial complex during the mid-1630s made it an appropriate and convenient
location for New Mexico governors and freighters to execute legal instruments, secure venture capital, purchase trade goods and supplies of every
sort, buy and sell Black and Indian slaves, liquidate merchandise sent south
from New Mexico, and consolidate shipments of commodities (deerskins,
pinones [pine nuts], and buffalo hides) bound for Mexico CityY
Silver extraction and commerce of this nature were powerful lures during the mining boom of the 1630S, and Lima was no doubt drawn to Parral
by the possibility-indeed, the likelihood-of financial gain. For aspiring
merchants such as Lima, the economic implications of Parral's dramatic
population growth were fairly obvious: A sudden and geometric increase in
the number of miners, tradesmen, and laborers created a corresponding increase in the number of potential customers for all manner of consumer
goods. During his early years in Parral, Lima worked as a boticario (apothecary).IZ Since the bulk of Parral's retail trade during the 1630S and 1640S
involved supplying the local miners and ranchers with essential commodities, it appears that Lima quickly de-emphasized his distribution of herbs,
medicinal powders, and other exotic goods in favor of such basics as flour,
salt, dried beans, wine, soap, candles, sugar, chocolate, tobacco, fabric,
thread, iron, tools, hardware, and clothing of all types. This retail shift in
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emphasis notwithstanding, Lima maintained his apothecary shop in his
Parral dwelling for the rest of his life 13
Like other Parral merchants of his era, Lima received the bulk of his retail inventory in shipments from wholesale brokers based in the viceregal
capital and commercial center of Mexico City. Juan Jorge, a fellow apothecary, may have been Lima's source of pharmaceutical goods in the viceregal capita!.14The former was doubtless Portuguese and possibly a member of
the Jorge family of ParraI, to whom Lima became related by marriage in 1644.
Certain commodities, such as flour, soap, native wine, and tallow candles,
were sometimes purchased from vendors in Nueva Vizcaya. Once he was
firmly established as a general merchant in Parral, Lima was able to form
more complex business relationships, such as the one he had with New Mexico governor Ugarte.
Ugarte's choice of Lima, a Portuguese merchant and provisioner to the silver refineries, as his Parral business agent was by no means unique; rather, it
was typical for the time. Of the sixteen individuals who occupied the govemorship of New Mexico between 1635 and 1680 (excluding Francisco Gomez, a
native of Portugal and a citizen of New Mexico), at least thirteen had commercial agentsllegal correspondents in Parra!' Capt. Alonso Pacheco de Heredia
(1642-1644) was a long-time resident of Nueva Vizcaya before
assuming the governor's office in Santa Fe and, thus, had
numerous social and financial connections in and around
Parra!' In 1646 former governor Pacheco was engaged in a
bitter legal dispute with his successor, don Fernando de Arguello Carvajal (1644-1647). Pacheco's representatives in

BRAND OF

Parral at that time were his brother, Capt. Pedro de Zubia

ALONSO PACHECO

Pacheco, and Juan de Heredia. Governor Arguello's legal
functionary in Parral was don Bernardo de Arrasola y Corra!.15

DE HEREDIA

The business agent in Parral for Governor don Luis de Guzman y Figueroa
(1647-1649) was the Asturian merchant, don Fernando de Valdes Llanos, an
individual who displayed a fondness for such luxury items as expensive jewelry,
gilded pistols, Oriental tapestries, and 15o-peso silk and camel-hair suits. 16
In some instances, a New Mexico governor might appoint two or more
Parral agents, each entrusted with a different function. The primary agent dealt
with trade goods sent south from New Mexico, another transshipped certain
articles to Mexico City, and a third acted as the governor's legal counsel in the
event of a financial dispute, which occurred with some regularity. Gov. Juan
de Samaniego y Jaca (1653-1656), knight of the Order of San Juan, maintained
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at least two agents, Valerio Cortes del Rey and Juan Lorenzo Bernardo de
Quiroz, in Parral, while he contracted with another, wholesale merchant Juan
Navarro de Pastrana, in Mexico City.17 The latter received large shipments of
buckskins from Governor Samaniego y Jaca during the mid-1650s.
To alleviate the monotony of Santa Fe and to supplement their paltry twothousand-peso annual salaries, virtually every governor of New Mexico between the early 1600s and late 1670S engaged in commerce, some operating
more aggressively than others. 18 Upon arrival in Santa Fe, incoming governors ordinarily set up retail outlets from which they distributed basic but exorbitantly priced trade goods to the citizens of the kingdom. Several of the
governors purchased their inventories in Mexico City before departing for
New Mexico. Others obtained trade goods in Parral, but at higher prices. It
appears likely that a few New Mexico governors of the mid-160os struck cozy
deals with Parral merchants who provided goods at cost (that is, at Mexico
City prices plus freight and wholesale commission) in exchange for a share
of the net profits. Such arrangements, if conducted fairly, were satisfactory to
both parties. A good example of this sort of partnership was Gov. don Diego
Dionisio de Pefialosa Bicefio y Verdugo (1661-1664), whose agent in Parral
was the merchant-miner, Juan de Salaices. Governor Pefialosa descended
upon Santa Fe with six wagon loads of trade goods and personal property in
the summer of1661. 19 Cristobal de Rivera, a sixty-year-old professional freighter,
agreed to transport this merchandise from Parral to Santa Fe for the customary fee of ten reales (1.25 pesos) per arroba (twenty-five pounds ).20 This agreement was signed in Parral on 14 June 1661, and Pefialosa arrived in Santa Fe
about sixty days later in mid-August. Since Rivera's six commercial freight
wagons probably contained twenty-four thousand to thirty thousand pounds
of cargo (960 to 1,200 arrobas), Rivera likely earned well over one thousand
pesos, before expenses, in this transaction.
Payments at the governors' retail warehouses in Santa Fe were usually made
in kind, and in this way the governors became, in effect, commodities brokers.
As a consequence, the principal role ofthe Parral business agent, such as Lima,
was to receive and sometimes liquidate trade goods and commodities the governors sent south: inexpensive cotton and woolen clothing, decorative items
(wool tapestries, table cloths, door hangings), pifiones, deer and antelope skins,
embroidered jackets and vests, buffalo hides, livestock, and Apache slaves.
When a New Mexico governor had purchased his retail merchandise
in Mexico City, his business agent in Parral was more of an accountant or
liquidator rather than a true business partner. In this capacity, the Parral agent
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received New Mexico trade goods the governor sent south, stored them for
a period of time in Parral, and sold them to the benefit of the governor's account, presumably retaining a fee in the bargain. If procedures worked
according to plan, this relationship proved to be mutually beneficial. The
New Mexico governors' business relationships with their Parral agents and
the Parral merchants' relationships with the New Mexico traders were hvo
sides of the same mercantile coin. The marketing expertise Lima acquired
in his transactions with Governors Ugarte, Andres Lopez de Gracia, and don
Pedro Duran y Chaves II during the late 1640S and early 1650S was no doubt
very useful several years later in his dealings with Gov. Juan Manso (16561659)' Indeed, Lima's financial patronage of Lopez de Gracia and Chaves
may have been an inevitable byproduct of his relationship with Governor
Ugarte.
A flurry of business activity in the Parral-New Mexico trade occurred between 1649 and 1652, during the four-year term of Governor Ugarte. The exact
reason for this surge of commerce is not known. It is possible that Governor
Ugarte may have been somewhat less inclined toward mercantile activities
than some of his contemporaries, leaving a window of opportunity open for
the New Mexico traders. In 1652 Andres Lopez de Gracia, Pedro de Chaves,
and Miguel de Noriega signed agreements in Parral that brought at least seventy-two hundred pesos' worth of cash and merchandise to New Mexico, almost half of which was provided by Lima. 21
Miguel de Noriega, a native of San Vicente de la Barquera in the Spanish province of Santander, arrived in Mexico City around 1644. He was a
resident of Parra1by 1649, when his elegant handwriting began to appear on
documents. 22 In October 1652 Noriega, who was operating as a merchant by
that time, and the Mexico City freighter, Jose de las Marinas, acquired 3,855
pesos' worth of retail merchandise from Parral merchants Juan de Salafces
and Jose Lopez Noble. This consignment of goods was to be transported to
New Mexico in Marinas's wagons and sold to the colonists there. Net profits
were to be evenly divided between Noriega and Marinas. Noriega returned
to Parral after completing his New Mexico venture.23
In February 1652 Lima loaned Captain
Lopez de Gracia ofNew Mexico 2,377 pesos'
worth of trade merchandise, for which the
latter paid "current Parral prices," presumably retaiJ.24 Lopez de Gracia, born around
ANDRES LOPEZ DE GRACIA

1617 in regions unknown, was apostolic no-
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tary in New Mexico in 1640.25 As early as 1638 he operated a fair-sized ranch
in the general vicinity of Isleta Pueblo. In March 1651, prior to his contract
with Lima, Lopez de Gracia owned four commercial freight wagons, and his
agricultural holdings in New Mexico were described as being large haciendas where cattle, sheep, and mules were raised. 26 In addition to his freighting
and mercantile activities, Lopez de Gracia supplied
sheep to the Parral market. In 1655 he delivered 410
wethers (castrated sheep) to the rancher Pedro de
Sapien, a native of San Sebastian in Guipuzcoa and
Parral's official mutton contractor. 27 The New Mexico missionaries, who maintained large flocks of
BRAND OF
sheep at several of the pueblos, also drove sheep to
ANDRES LOPEZ DE GRACIA
ParraJ.28 In 1645 fray Tomas Manso of New Mexico
had livestock accounts with Capt. Juan de Nava of Cuencame, who owed
Manso four hundred pesos. 29
Lopez de Gracia had commercial accounts with other merchants besides
Lima, including Francisco Rosales;30 Simon Martinez, or Martin (another
Portuguese); and Juan Gala, also known as Juan Alvarez, a native of Salas,
Asturias. In early 1649 Lopez de Gracia incurred a 617-peso obligation to
Martfnez. 31 The previous year he had transferred two Apache children, ages
eleven and fifteen, to Capt. Juan Sanchez Rico of San DiegoY Juan Galawho had probably been Lopez de Gracia's most important supplier of trade
goods in the late 1640S prior to his partnership with Lima - died in early May
1649. Held that same year, the auction of Gala's store inventory and personal
property included a number of New Mexico items: one deerskin doublet,
two shawls, five pairs of deerskin gloves, fifteen deerskins, and a quantity of
New Mexico-made sackcloth valued at 1.75 reales per vara. Two years after
Gala's death, Lopez de Gracia still owed his estate more than 650 pesos for
merchandise received. 33
The Parral-New Mexico trade sponsored by Lima offered New Mexico
traders such as Lopez de Gracia important opportunities to acquire silver
coin. Actual profits in the New Mexico trade are difficult to estimate, but it
is possible that during his most active years - the late 1640S and early 165osLopez de Gracia may have netted annually some five hundred to one thousand
pesos, a sum that enabled him to move well beyond the customary limitations of the cash-poor local economy.
Since promissory notes signed in Parral by the New Mexico traders were
often for periods of only six or seven months and since the journey between
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Parral and central New Mexico took about sixty days by wagon, traders had
only two or three months-less than a summer-to dispose of their goods,
return to Parral, and pay their debts. Consequently, most trade items brought
north from Parral with Lopez de Gracia and others were likely selected to
achieve a rapid turnover: basic clothing, fabric, thread, iron, tools, and so
forth. At the same time, some New Mexican clients undouhtedly placed special orders with Lopez de Gracia that Lima endeavored to fill for items such
as certain spices, silk hosiery, laces or fabrics, Oriental tableware, or highquality firearms. In this way, Lima functioned as an agent in the laborious,
expensive, and time-consuming transfer of material culture from the ends of
the Spanish Empire to Mexico City, Parral, and, ultimately, New Mexico.
Table 1shows basic merchandise available in Parral for shipments to New
Mexico. 54 Prices, where known, are given at wholesale (Mexico City) level
for the second half of the seventeenth century, excluding transportation and
markups. Certain inconsistencies are apparent in the manner in which inventories were appraised. As a point of reference, the monthly wage for a
common laborer in Parral in the mid-1600s was only six or seven pesos (8
reales = 1peso). Skilled craftsmen could earn thirty to forty pesos per month.
Marketed by the hand, tobacco from Papantla (near Poza Rica in the state
ofVeracruz) was one of the more popular consumer items on the frontier. At
wholesale, a hand was worth 1. 5 to 4 reales, depending on quality and availability. There were normally 80 hands per bale. In 1661 tobacco was valued at
1.5 reales per hand and/or 22 reales per arroba (25 pounds), a price suggesting
that a single bundle weighed around l.7 pounds. 55 In January 1655 Capt. Juan
de la Escallada Castillo of New Mexico, brother-in-law of Juan Lucero de
Godoy, purchased a bale of tobacco from the Parral merchant, don Francisco
SotO. 56 Escallada's intent was to liquidate this desirable commodity in New
Mexico at the highest price possible.
Any of the items listed in Table 2 might have been special-ordered by New
Mexico customers. Although they were luxury articles by New Mexico standards, they were fairly common in the stores of Parra!' As in Table 1, prices
for these items were derived from wholesale inventories 37
In Parral Lima consigned basic trade goods and luxury items to his New
Mexican trading partners. These business relationships tied him to some of
the colony's most prominent families. Between early November 1652 and late
December 1654 (during the governorships of Ugarte and Samaniego),Lima
provided at least 2,525 pesos in cash and merchandise to don Pedro Duran y
Chaves II, whose farm and ranch in New Mexico were located somewhere
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Table 1 Merchandise Available in Parral for Shipment to New Mexico
Import Item

Approximate Value Per Unit

Iron
Sugar
Nails
Felling Axes
Hatchets
Hand Saws
Hoes
Sheep Shears
Mexican Knives
Thread from Campeche

3 or 4 reales per pound
4 to 5 pesos per arroba
About 4 reales per pound
2 to 3 pesos
2 to 3 pesos
2 to 3 pesos
4 reales to 4 pesos
1.6 pesos
6 or 7 reales
7.5 pesos per arroba
(2.4 reales per pound)

Needles
Cobblers'Tacks
Zapotecan Shawls and Shawls from
Villa Alta
Men's Hats
Men's Footwear
Women's Footwear
Tobacco from Papantla
Men's Wool Stockings from Toluca
Men's Stockings from Brussels
Ordinary Men's Suits
Ordinary Men's Doublets
Men's Woolen Knee Breeches
Brightly Colored Tunics from Texcoco
and Points South
Soap from Puebla
Blue or Green Bayeta Cloth
Common Mexican Lace
Common Mexican Ribbon
Common Stirrups
Jineta Bridles
Mirrors
Rosaries
Gunpowder and Shot

2

pesos

4 reales to 2 pesos
3.5 to 6 reales per pair
4 or 5 reales per pair
1. 5 to 4 reales per hand (bundle)
5 to 6 reales per pair
1. 5 pesos per pan
20 to 25 pesos
3 pesos
3 pesos
1 to 1.5 pesos

24 8-ounce cakes for 1 peso
4 to 5 reales per vara
3 reales per vara
1 real per vara
1. 5 pesos per pan
1 peso
6 reales
From a few to many reales

within the boundaries ofAtrisco on present-day Albuquerque's west side. J8 As
noted, don Pedro- born in New Mexico around 1611 to Maestre de Campo
Pedro Duran y Chaves I, a native of Llerena, and dona Isabel Baca Bojorquez-was the younger brother of don Fernando Duran y Chaves J.l9
Pedro and Fernando Duran y Chaves became at least part-time residents
of the Parral region during the early 165os.40 Fernando, born 1609 in New
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Luxury Articles Available in Parral by Special Order

Import Item

Approximate Value Each

Chocolate
Cinnamon
Rosemary
Mexican Wine from Parras,
West of Saltillo
Spanish Wine
Playing Cards
Religious Icons
Silver Candlesticks
Shawls from Campeche
Men's Silk Stockings from Toledo
Men's Damask Doublets
Better Men's Suits
Black Bayeta from Catile
Exotic Fabrics
Satin from Segovia
Women's Chinese Combs
Fine Cambric Thread
Sea Salt from Sinaloa
Silk from Calabria
Silk from China
Ink
Pens
Paper from Genoa
Copper Kettles and Pitchers to
Prepare and Serve Chocolate
Arcabuces (new)
Used Arcabuces

4 to 6 reales per pound
3.5 pesos per pound
3.5 reales per pound
4 reales per cuartillo (half-liter), retail,
in Parral
6 reales per cuartillo, retail
2 reales per pack (used)
Varied
Varied
6.5 pesos
5 or 6 pesos per pair
25 pesos
25 to 50 pesos
2 pesos per vara
4 to 13· 5 pesos per vara
2.25 pesos per vara
2+ pesos
4.5 to 7 reales per ounce
8 pesos per fanega (1.6 bushels)
8 to 16 pesos per pound
13.5 to 18,5 pesos per pound
Varied
pesos per ream
2.25 pesos
2.5

18.5 to 50+ pesos
5 to 20 pesos

Mexico, was mentioned in the estate settlement of Fernando de Valdes Llanos in ·the fall of 1651.41 Valdes Llanos, who specialized in upper-end retail
goods, owned the playing-card monopoly in
Parral around midcentury. A decade earlier,
he and another Parral merchant, Manuel
Marquez, cooperated in shipping a consignment of merchandise to New Mexico. 42
They shipped these goods in June 1640 during the term of Cov. Luis de Rosas (1637-1641).
In October 1652 Fernando de Chaves, still a resident of ParraI, transferred
a female Apache slave to Isabel de Villegas for 110 pesosY In December of
that year, he purchased a small cattle ranch and wheat farm at La Comera,
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which lay three leagues from Parral, from Capt. Juan Gomez Fernandez. 44
Chaves's ranch bordered on another owned by Antonio Saez, apparently an
uncle of Ambrosio Saez, a resident of New Mexico between the late 1650S
and 1680. Fernando seems to have remained in Parral for several years after
purchasing this property. In May 1653 Ursula, one of Chaves's New Mexico
Indian servants (probably anApache), married Nicolas Lazaro, the employee
of Alonso de Ontiveros of San Diego de las Minas Nuevas. 45 Still residing in
Parral in November 1655, Fernando enlisted in a military campaign-the
only man among fifty-six listed (including several prominent citizens of ParraI)
who was referred to as "don," presumably in deference to his quasi-noble
status within the kingdom and provinces of New Mexico. 46
Fernando's son, Agustin Duran y Chaves, was still living in the Parral region
as late as July 1664, when he witnessed the will of Capt. Domingo Lorenzo. 47
At that time, Lorenzo, a native of Caminha, Portugal, was a silver refiner at
San Francisco del Oro, southwest of Parra!' He had arrived in Parral as a merchant around 1643-48 By the end ofthe decade, he had become an active mine
provisioner and, during the mid-1650s, was engaged in mining at nearby San
Diego. In the early 1660s Lorenzo was living in San Francisco del Oro, where
he became alcalde mayor and operated a fair-sized smelting refinery and
charcoal-making facility.49 An insurmountable debt of more than eleven
thousand pesos, however, forced him into liquidation in 1676.50 Lorenzo's
wife was Marfa Jorge, a descendant of the Portuguese merchant, Manuel
Jorge. 5l
A number of other individuals were drawn into the business relationship
Lima and Chaves had forged, including men such as Antonio Rodrfguez and
Toribio de Hevia of Parra!' Hevia, a native of San Julian, Asturias, had miscellaneous business contacts with don Pedro Duran y Chaves during the
early 165os. According to his will, Hevia owned an eleven-year-old "chichimeca" (Apache) slave from New Mexico valued at fifty pesos. 52 Rodrfguez, a
native of Cuencame, also owned Apache slaves and had dealings with don
Pedro. 53 At the time of Rodrfguez's will in September 1653, don Pedro still
owed him sixty pesos. This sum was the balance of an initial debt of one hundred pesos for a group of jacks and jennies the testator had consigned to
Chaves, who subsequently sold them in New Mexico. Because silver coin
was precious to don Pedro, he repaid part of this obligation in kind with two
cows, ten sheep, and a woven skirting of some sort. Chaves, who was in New
Mexico on business in 1653, had returned to Parral by December 1654, at
which time he signed a large six-month promissory note to Lima. 54
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Throughout the 1640S and 165os, Apache slaves-mostly women, children, and young boys-were clearly the most valuable New Mexico trade
articles of the period. Their sale brought 25 to 50 pesos apiece in Santa Fe and
50 to 125 pesos in Parral. During the administration of Governor Manso, Lima
routinely received shipments of slaves from his correspondent in Santa Fe.
A royal decree handed down in Guadalajara on 24 May 1660 made trafficking in Apache slaves illegal, but the practice continued in Parral for several
years much as before. 55 New Mexicans who persisted in this activity were subject to arrest. Alonso Garcia, whose ranch was in Albuquerque's far north
valley, was arrested and jailed in Parral in January 1665 for trafficking in Apache
slaves. 56
The Parral market for Black and Apache slaves drew other New Mexicans
to Parral soon after it was established. The New Mexico-based freighter and
petty trader, Matias L6pez del Castillo, wasted little time taking advantage of
the slaving opportunities available in Parral. He sold a female Angolan slave
in that city in October 1633, and other New Mexicans, including Capt. Andres
Hurtado ofthe Sandia jurisdiction, bought and sold Black and mulatto slaves
in Parral. 57 During the 1630S and 1640s, male Mrican slaves from Angola and
the Congo sold in Parral for 400 to 550 pesos apiece. 58 That price was four or
five times the value of a comparable Apache, whose term of servitude was, at
least in theory, limited to fifteen years after reaching the age of twelve. Lima,
like many of his Portuguese associates, became involved in the Mrican slave
trade shortly after arriving in Parral. In 1640 he marketed several male and
female slaves, using powers of attorney granted him by prominent individuals in Veracruz, Zacatecas, and Parral,59 At one point, Lima personally owned
thirteen Black and mulatto slaves. 60
Indispensable elements in the system of commerce, such as mules and
freight wagons, were also readily available in Parral, as were the services of
experienced blacksmiths and other tradesmen. In June 1641, for example,
Capt. Tome Dominguez, the elder, sold a freight wagon and sixteen mules
in Parral to Andres Pelaez of Mexico City for 602.5 pesos. 61 In 1648 Tome's
son, Francisco, also a commercial freighter and trader, sold a wagon and nineteen mules in Parral to Captain L6pez de Gracia of New Mexico for five hundred pesos. 61 Tome, a frontier jack-of-all-trades, was at least a part-time resident
of the Parral area as early as 1635, when he was paid twenty-nine pesos for assembling ten barrels for the silver miner, Mateo Nl1fiez 63
There was a surprising volume of traffic between the Santa Barbara province and central New Mexico, despite the arduous and sometimes dangerous
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journey by wagon. The names of well-known New Mexicans appear with
great regularity in the Parral records. New Mexico traders wishing to profit
from the commercial opportunities available in Parral established lines of
credit with various Parral merchants, several of whom, including Lima, were
Portuguese. Typically, New Mexico-based freighters and traders left the kingdom in late summer or fall and arrived in Parral between November and
January. After a rest in Parral, which lasted weeks or even months, they obtained their retail goods and were back on the road to New Mexico. Rising
waters along the Rio Grande in late May and June dictated a mid-March
departure from Parra!'
Owing to the high retail prices for consumer goods in Parral and the great
distance between central New Mexico and southern Chihuahua, the New
Mexico trade was expensive, time-consuming, and occasionally fraught with
peril for the individuals involved. New Mexico traders paid dearly for the items
they purchased in Parral from merchants such as Lima, and their customers
back in New Mexico likewise paid premium prices. The weight-based freighting fees in use encouraged substantial price increases in heavier commodities
such as candles, soap, sugar, chocolate, iron, and the like, but had relatively
little impact on lightweight articles, such as rosaries, needles, thread, spices,
silk, exotic fabrics, and custom-ordered clothing. Since most payments New
Mexicans made were in kind, a Campeche shawl worth six or seven pesos in
Mexico City (excluding the 4 percent commission paid to the wholesale broker and the 13.5 reales-per-arroba freighting charge from Mexico City to Parral)
may have been exchanged in New Mexico for ten to twenty wethers, which,
depending on their age and physical condition, were generally worth one to
two pesos apiece in Parra!.64 Other native articles of value -deerskins, buffalo
hides, pinones, cheap woollen cloth, native clothing, miscellaneous decorative
items, bags of coarse wool (worth 1.25 to 2 pesos per arroba), steers, and, of
course, Apache slaves-were also given to New Mexico traders in payment for
consumer goods. A few New Mexico consumers such as Francisco Gomez
Robledo, one of the kingdom's most affluent citizens, may have been able to
pay portions of their accounts with silver coin. Native commodities received
from New Mexico citizens were taken back to Parral in the fall or winter and
liquidated there, or delivered to the New Mexico trader's commercial benefactor. Some Parral merchants made small to moderate profits on the trade goods
initially provided to New Mexican traders and another profit on New Mexico
articles subsequently marketed through their stores. Livestock driven to Parral
was sold to local ranchers or to the town's beef and mutton contractors.
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Because of its wealth and geographical location, Parral, the first town of
any size directly south of Santa Fe, was an ideal market for New Mexico export
products. Parral's numerous retail outlets served as repositories and conduits for
New Mexico trade goods of all kinds, particularly low-end merchandise such
as inexpensive cotton and woollen clothing, cheap wool stockings, leather
gloves and vests, animal skins, ;erga (coarse cloth), shawls, coverlets, and so
forth. The fact that New Mexico export items appear with such regularity in
Parral estate inventories suggests a small but steady stream of products from
New Mexico into the Parral market. Lima, who was especially active in this
field of commerce during the 165os, received a great many New Mexico products as payment on account from the traders and governors of that period.
Table 3 is derived from dozens of estate inventories recorded in Parra!.65
Before he became involved in the New Mexico trade, Lima had begun to
lay the foundation for his financial success in and around Parra!' Almost immediately upon his arrival in Parral around 1638-1639, Lima established
personal and commercial relationships with a small, close-knit group of
Portuguese who had already lived in the Santa Barbara province for a number ofyears. Among Lima's earliest Portuguese associates were the merchants
Simon Martin, Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, and Manuel Jorge, and the Parral
silver miner Capt. Gonzalo Rodriguez. Gonzalez, Jorge, and Rodriguez were
all brothers-in-law and natives of Tangier, a Portuguese possession in North
Africa. Their wives, respectively, were Regina, Ana, and Marfa de Vera, the
daughters of Capt. Gaspar de Vera and Maria Delgado of Cuencame, which,
to all appearances, had been the busiest mining center in Nueva Vizcaya
prior to the silver discovery at Parra!.66
One of Lima's first non-Portuguese associates, beginning around 1640, was
the merchant and mine provisioner, Capt. Domingo de Apresa y Falcon, a
native ofTui, Galicia. 67 In 1644 the two formed a mercantile partnership,
which seems to have ended badly.68 When Lima decided to dissolve the company that he had formed with Apresa y Falcon, the Portuguese merchant
determined that his Galician partner owed him eight thousand pesos. Four
knowledgeable individuals who examined their books corroborated Lima's
claim. Yet the matter remained unresolved at Lima's death in 1675. In his
will, Lima suggested that his heirs settle the delinquent account for only four
thousand pesos, but whether they heeded his advice is unknown, as is the
ultimate resolution of this matter. This legal/financial dispute between Lima
and Apresa y Falcon, so typical for its time, was not entirely about money. A
question of business ethics was likely involved. By the time of Lima's death,
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Table 3 New Mexico Trade Goods and Prices in the Parral Trade
New Mexico Products

Approximate Per Unit

Sheep, usually wethers

6 reales to 2 pesos (depending upon age,
size)
1.25 to 2 pesos per arroba
3+ to 6 reales per vara
1.75 to 2 reales per vara
14 reales
12 reales
4 pesos

Wool
Jerga
Sayal
Jerga Sacks
Small Leather Sacks
Steers
Elk Hide Paintings
Carved/Painted Santos
Deerskin Arquebus Sheaths
Cotton Towels
Cotton and Wool Shawls
Leather Gloves and Caps
Cheap Wool Stockings
Cheap Leather Shoes
Better Wool Stockings
Antelope, Deer, and Elk Skins
Small Embroidered Cloths
Large Embroidered Draperies
Deerskin Vests and Jackets
More Elaborate Deerskin Jackets
Deerskin Capes, Leather Armor
High Quality Bedspreads
Tablecloths, Coverlets, etc.
Door Hangings
Better Wall Hangings
Leather Saddles
Woven Rugs or Runners
Cotton Yoke Pads for Oxen
Buffalo Hides
Apache Baskets
Sal tierra
Pinones

Apache, Ute, and Pawnee Slaves

A few reales
1 to 2 pesos or less
1 to 2 pesos or less
1 real per pair
2 reales per pair
4 to 6 reales per pair
I to 5 pesos
3 pesos
9 pesos
I to 5 pesos
15 to 20 pesos
15 to 40 pesos
9 pesos
I to 2 pesos
I peso
25 pesos
5 to 6 pesos
5 to 10 pesos
6 pesos
2 pesos
A few reales
2 to 4+ pesos per fanega
1 to 3 pesos per fanega in Santa Fe, but
10 pesos per fanega, wholesale, in
Mexico City
25 to 50 pesos in Santa Fe, 50 to 125 in
Parral
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Apresa y Falc6n had become one of Nueva Vizcaya's wealthiest and most
financially diversified businessmen and could easily have paid this debt had
he chosen to acknowledge it.
The Portuguese citizens of Parral had something of a scare in the early
1640S as a result of Portugal's independence from Spain. Coincidentally, the
conspiracy that cu lminated with the rise of the House of Bragans;a to the
Portuguese throne in 1640 was plotted back in Lima's hometown ofVila Vis;osa
in the ducal palace. Mter word ofthe Bragans;a's moves reached New Spain,
its Portuguese residents came under growing suspicion. A viceregal edict issued
in November 1641 decreed that all Portuguese and children of Portuguese
residing in New Spain were required to register with local officials and hand
over their weapons. The edict was proclaimed in Parral on 12 January 1642.69
One of the witnesses was BIas Correa (almost certainly a Portuguese), and the
document was recorded in the hand of Diego Arias, another native of Vila
Vis;osa. More than forty male heads of household, representing sixty-nine
individuals, came forward in the period from 13 January to 10 March 1642.
Among those who registered in Parral were Lima and his close associates,
Sim6n Martin, Gonzalo Rodriguez, Domingo Gonzalez, and Manuel Jorge.
Although the evidence is subtle, Lima and his countrymen in Parral appear to have had a powerful ally in the person of Bach iller Juan Robledo, the
town vicar and ranking ecclesiastic in the district. 70 Robledo, a native ofTopia
in Nueva Vizcaya, had family ties to several of ParraI's Portuguese including
Jose Lobo and members of the Leit6n clan. Robledo's sister, Elvira, was married to Gen. Juan Fernandez de Carri6n, one of ParraI's wealthiest miners. 71
Fernandez de Carri6n, a native of Burgos, served as Parral business agent for
New Mexico governor Bernardo L6pez de Mendizabal (1659-1661) and also
acted as godparent at the 1660 baptism of Lima's son, Jose. 71
It is apparent that Lima was a religious man. Beyond his relationship with
Father Robledo, Lima enjoyed close relations with numerous clergy in Parra!'
As a member of the Third Order of Saint Francis he was responsible for the
collection of weekly alms for the Franciscans. On one occasion he held five
hundred pesos for a Franciscan who subsequently died. Lima took pains to
see that the money was returned to the order. More important, two of his
sons, Domingo and Pedro, became diocesan priests. Lima established ecclesiastical benefices based on two of his substantial urban properties in order
to provide perpetual incomes for these sons. It was also his wish that his youngest son, Jose, become a priest. With that in mind, Lima made provisions for
Jose to be supported by the benefices, should he choose a life in the church. 7J
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Despite Father Robledo's protection, a certain uneasiness settled over the
Portuguese of Parral during the mid-164os. For the most part, however, they
maintained their composure, and life soon returned to norma!. The Portuguese who were miners in 1642 were still miners in the late 164os. Most Portuguese merchants and tradesmen residing in Parral also continued to pursue
their former occupations. Lima was still an active and prospering merchant
in 1649.
The economic vibrancy of this group was demonstrated by Capt. Domingo Gonzalez, the most successful Portuguese merchant in the Santa Barbara
province prior to the 1642 registration. By the early 1630S he had established
a retail outlet in the wheat-growing community of San Bartolome. 74 According to Gonzalez's 1642 will, he amassed considerable assets, including an
impressive inventory of accounts receivable, nine Black slaves, a store and
houses, tens of thousands of pounds of flour and corn, silver and currency on
deposit in Mexico City, and other valuable assets. Several of Gonzalez's clients were residents of San Bartolome, Cuencame, and other communities in
Nueva Vizcaya. One was Capt. Francisco de Castro, whose base of operations was in the mining town of San Pedro de Guanacevf and who owed Gonzalez 776 pesos for liga (a silver alloy) and other merchandise. 75
Gonzalez's financial network reached from Santa Fe to Mexico City. Like
other Parral merchants and miners of the 1630S and 164os, he had financial
dealings with Francisco Franco Moreira, the Mexico City silver broker. Gonzalez also had business relationships with a number of churchmen, including
Fathers Salas and Manso of New Mexico, who evidently utilized his services
to liquidate inexpensive, mission-manufactured shawls and other merchandise in Parra!' Gonzalez and Capt. Gregorio de Carvajal, a Parral silver refiner, assumed responsibility, presumably in the early 163os, for completion
of the church in Parra!' Gregorio's father, Hernando Esteban de Carvajal,
had served as secretary of the merchants' guild in the viceregal capitaj76 The
executors of Domingo Gonzalez's sizable estate were his nephew, Alonso
Munoz, and brother-in-law, Manuel Jorge, the father of Antonio Jorge de
Vera, who emigrated to New Mexico around midcentury.77
When Gonzalez died he left his wife, Regina de Vera, and their children
to attend to his affairs. Had he survived, he would have become Lima's fatherin-law. On 30 November 1644 Marfa Gonzalez, daughter of Regina de Vera
and the late Domingo Gonzalez, married Francisco de Lima.78 Marfa's dowry
was six thousand pesos, which brought their combined assets to thirty thousand pesos,?9 Thus, by the mid-164os Lima and his wife were already upper-
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middle-class. During the course of their thirty-one-year marriage, Francisco
and Marfa had their numerous children baptized in Parral: Domingo, Pedro,
Francisca, Antonio, Lorenzo, Andres, Jose, Beatrfs, and Clara. 8o Several of
Parral's leading non-Portuguese citizens-Gen. Juan Fernandez de Carrion,
Valerio Cortes del Rey, and Domingo de Apresa y Falcon-acted as godparents at these ceremonies, which demonstrated Lima's rising social and economic status within the community.
Lima's union with Marfa Gonzalez made him Manuel Jorge's nephew by
marriage (Manuel's wife, Ana, was Marfa's aunt). Manuel Jorge was born in
Portuguese Tangier in about 1592 to Antonio Jorge and Marfa Alvares. 8l His
wife was Ana de Vera of Cuencame. The couple had numerous children:
Antonio, Manuel, Diego, Pedro, Marfa, Ana, Juana, Lucia, and Isabe!.81 By
June 1655 their son, Antonio Jorge de Vera, was residing in New Mexico, where,
presumably, he was already married to Gertrudis Baca, the cousin of don
Pedro Duran y Chaves II, Lima's client and business partner during the early
165os.83 In view of these relationships, Lima likely facilitated in some way
Antonio Jorge's removal to New Mexico.
Although Lima displayed considerable acumen in the New Mexico trade,
it was neither his principal nor most lucrative economic pursuit. He appears
to have made his real fortune as a high-volume silver-mine provisioner, an
activity that ran on a much larger scale than his New Mexico concerns. He
entered this business in the early 1640S84 In 1647 Capt. Luis Zubrier de Morese,
a miner on the Cerro Rico of Parral as early as 1635, acknowledged owing
Lima more than eighteen thousand pesos "for silver in reales, salt, iron, clothing, [mercury], and other goods for my haciendas."85 Zubrier ultimately ran
up a massive, 33,662-peso debt to Lima and his Galician compadre, Captain
Apresa y Falcon - roughly 467 times the annual salary of a common laborer
in Parra!' This large encumbrance enabled Apresa y Falcon to acquire Zubrier's thirty-thousand-peso silver refinery, the Hacienda de San Antonio, in
a debt execution or distress sale in October 1649.86 Some years earlier in 1640,
Zubrier purchased supplies for his haciendas, including quantities of iron,
from Juan Gala, L6pez de Gracia's benefactor in 164987
Lima also entered government service in Parral, serving as constable of
Parral and the entire Santa Barbara province during the 165os. An affluent
merchant by midcentury, Lima had purchased the office of alguacil mayor
around the year 1655 for the sum of 3,550 pesos, but he never received confirmation of the title, which should have arrived within five years. The title,
which Lima claimed to have held for twenty years, eventually went to his son-
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in-law, Nicolas Rojo de Soria, who submitted a larger bid for the office. In what
appeared to be a futile fit of pique, Lima asked the king of Spain for a refund. 88
Adaptable and opportunistic, Lima diversified his growing financial interests to include the agricultural sector. During the late 1640S he maintained
relationships with the region's prominent agribusinessmen including Capt.
Juan de Nava, a cattle rancher at Cuencame. 89 At some point during the mid1600s, he also began to acquire agricultural properties, including a goodsized grain farm at San Bartolome and two cattle ranches. 90 Those
transactions returned him to agriculture, which was familiar to him from his
youth in Portugal. Nevertheless, Lima was obliged to make a considerable adjustment to the geography and climate of Nueva Vizcaya-from lush Vila
Vic;osa to the parched valley of San Bartolome, where farming was possible
only by means of an extensive system of man-made acequias.
In June 1657 Alferez Diego Gallegos (the apparent father ofJose Gallegos
of New Mexico) declared that he had sold the Rancho de Sombrerete to
Lima sometime earlier. 9! Irrigated farms in the vicinity of San Bartolome,
which produced tens of thousands of bushels of grain annually under favorable circumstances, proved to be an enormous asset to the Parral economy.
Lima's farm at San Bartolome, the Hacienda de Santiago, was larger than most
others and produced more than nineteen hundred bushels ofwinter wheat and
eight hundred bushels of corn in one season. 92 Lima also farmed rental property. In 1661 he leased an irrigated wheat farm at San Diego de Corralejo for
two years at the rate of two hundred pesos a year. Thus, by the early 1660s he
was moving more into agricultural activity and away from the commercial
sector. 93
Lima was still constable of Parral in 1658, but was not listed among the
town's merchants of that year. 94 Nevertheless, he evidently remained active
in commerce to some degree and was still described as a merchant in 1660.
The following year, Lima's name once again appeared on a May 1661 list of
merchants with stores. 95 In 1662 he was described as a diputado, an official
who acted as a representative of ParraI whenever the need arose. Lists of merchants and other documents from the mid-1660s indicate that Lima may have
permanently abandoned his traditional store-based mercantile activities by
that time. 96
Although out of the retail business, Lima was still active in Parral. In
January 1660 fray Juan RamIrez of New Mexico, procurator general and administrator of the mission supply wagons, granted Lima a power of attorney
designating him the Franciscans' syndic in Parral. 97 As business agent for the
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Franciscans, he bought and sold various supplies and commodities. By the
late 1660s-a period of severe drought in New Mexico and Parral-Lima
owned more than two thousand head of cattle. 98 By way of contrast, Valerio
Cortes del Rey, Lima's compadre and a native of Zaragoza in Aragon, owned
more than forty-three thousand sheep and cattle by the late 16608. Some years
later at the time of his death, Cortes del Rey possessed fifty thousand cattle
and thousands of mules and horses, making him far and away the most prolific stock raiser in Nueva Vizcaya. 99 Cortes, the town assayer in the 1640s, had
acted as godparent at the 1647 baptism of Lima's son, Domingo. lOo
There is no extant documentary evidence to suggest that Lima made serious investments in the mining sector. No mines or silver refineries were listed
among his assets in 1675. A number of ParraI's silver refiners, including Capt.
Gregorio de Carvajal, a native of Mexico City with close ties to the Portuguese, achieved yields in their mining operations of 2.0 to 2.5 ounces of refined silver per hundredweight of ore. 101 In order to realize revenues of twenty
thousand pesos (2,564 marks of silver), they needed to process around one
million pounds of are. To accomplish this, large investments in plant and
equipment were required; consistent supplies of water, mercury, and highgrade ores needed to be secured; and laborers had to be hired. Mining was
a laborious, expensive, and risky undertaking. Consequently, only a small
percentage of ParraI's miners became genuinely wealthy. Most ran up large
debts to their provisioners, some ofwhom -such as the Portuguese merchant
Jose Simois - charged their clients upwards of eight thousand pesos annually
for essential supplies. 102 Miners with dozens of employees also dispensed thousands of pesos per year in wages and advanced loans that were seldom repaid.
In the end, the overhead of a large silver refinery could easily exceed ten
thousand pesos annually. Potential profits, fixed costs, and the risk of financial ruin were high. Lima may have concluded that selling supplies to local
miners was preferable to becoming a miner himself.
Another activity that drew Lima's interest was financing commercial freighters outbound from Parra!' On one such occasion, Lima pledged financial
responsibility for Capt. Pedro de Andrade, a wagon owner based in Mexico
City, to transport 34,5°0 marks of silver (worth nearly 270,000 pesos) to the
treasury office in the city ofDurango. IOJ Andrade, a native ofBetanzos, Galicia,
owned twenty commercial freight wagons and six hundred mules by 1676.104
Lima's longstanding relationship with New Mexican churchmen continued even after his death in 1675. Fray Francisco de Ayeta, custodian of New
Mexico prior to the 1680 Pueblo Revolt, maintained livestock accounts with
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Lima's Rancho de Sombrerete. loi An accounting entry for June 1678 indicates
that Ayeta purchased, presumably on behalf ofthe Franciscans in New Mexico, 176 head of cattle. Father Ayeta's acquisitions in the Parral area were not
confined to livestock. In January 1676 he purchased six commercial freight
wagons and 120 mules for 2,850 pesos, a rate of475 pesos per wagon. 106 Ayeta's
reliance on the Parral markets during the 1670S was the culmination of commercial patterns dating back to the 1620S and 163os, when New Mexico missionaries Fathers Salas and Tomas Manso were active in mercantile pursuits.
Lima's cattle foreman during the 1670S was Ambrosio Saez, who was paid
275 pesos per year in that capacity.,07 This man, possibly the cousin ofAmbrosio Saez of New Mexico, may have been the same individual who, in 1663,
incurred a modest debt to the Portuguese merchant, Antonio Rodrigues Soto,
a native of Mexico City residing in Parral. 108 Lima's connection to the Saez
family of San Bartolome and New Mexico was more than professional. His
son, Jose, married Magdalena Saez, the daughter ofSargento Mayor Ambrosio Saez [de Chaves] and dona Ana Rodriguez de Anaya of New Mexico.'09
Ambrosio had resettled in Nueva Vizcaya after the Pueblo Revolt. This Ambrosio, born in the early 1640S at San Bartolome, emigrated to New Mexico
shortly after being convicted of stabbing Pedro Cano de los Rios during a
dispute over a mule in the autumn of1656."0 It appears that he may have arrived
in New Mexico sometime around 1658, at which time Juan Manso was governor in Santa Fe.
During the last years ofhis life, Lima evidently spent a good deal of time
at his wheat farm at San Bartolome, perhaps pursuing his version of the seignorial ideal of owning land and livestock while he was surrounded by a small
army of peasant retainers. By that time he boasted the title of encomendero,
meaning, in all likelihood, that he had been granted a village oflocal Concho Indians to help with the wheat harvests and other activities. Having prospered financially in the New World and having grown up in Vila Vic;osa,
which was known for its fertile soil and diverse crops, Lima probably aspired
to be the proprietor of a rural, estate. The last major financial transaction of
Lima's long career in Parral occurred on 2 September 1675, only a few weeks
prior to his death. On that date, he sold a fourth part of a wheat farm, called
San Jose in the valley of San Bartolome, including land, acequias, and buildings, to Capt. Antonio de Salafces for two thousand pesos.'"
Francisco de Lima died of unknown causes on 14 October 1675. He was
about sixty-three years of age-past middle age but not terribly old. His will,
which was written at his request by Father Jose de Moron two weeks later,
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indicated that Lima was buried next to the altar of San Antonio in the Parral
church. liZ His body was present at a sung mass before all of the priests in Parra!'
Befitting the devout Christian he doubtless was, Lima requested thirty masses
in Parral and fifty on the Altar del Perdon in the cathedral of Mexico City for
the repose of his sou!.1B He requested another hundred masses be said in Parra!'
Beyond providing for his children, he left three hundred pesos in work clothing for the Indians whom he had held in encomienda, one hundred pesos for
the poor of ParraI, and another hundred pesos for his son, Father Domingo de
Lima, to say masses for the souls of those Conchos who had died on his farm. 114
In unburdening his conscience to Father Moron, Lima offered a glimpse
into a family mystery. One of his bequests was to Marfa, a thirteen-year-old
living in his house. Lima left her the surprisingly large sum of one thousand
pesos, the same amount he gave to his own daughter, Francisca. He offered
no further explanation. The young girl may well have been his illegitimate
daughter, the product of an illicit union between Lima and an unnamed
woman, possibly a household servant. Whatever the case, Marfa lived among
the family and was well provided for.
Having acquired considerable agricultural holdings, Lima stated his desire that under no circumstances should the property be divided. Indeed, his
rural properties were his most valuable assets. His farms, flour mill, and acequias were worth 13,262 pesos. His house, chapel, corrals, covered walkways,
kitchen, and a jacal for wheat storage were appraised at 6,178 pesos. A torreon
at the Hacienda de Santiago and another wheat jacal came to 1,833 pesos.
Among the many items in his home were two expensive cotton tapestries
(valued at twenty-five pesos each), a door hanging, and a cotton yoke pad, all
manufactured in New Mexico. In total, the Hacienda de Santiago was worth

28,000 pesos, and Lima's overall wealth was nearly 50,000 pesos. 1I5
In the final analysis, Francisco de Lima was neither a merchant prince, like
several of his Portuguese counterparts in Mexico City, nor the wealthiest man
in Parra!' Nevertheless, he excelled at commerce and in local government
and achieved a high socioeconomic status attained by relatively few of his
contemporaries. For New Mexico before the Pueblo Revolt in 1680, he may
also have been the single most important figure in the Parral trade. By the
elevated monetary standards of ParraI, the New Mexico trade was relatively unimportant, especially when compared with commerce between that city and
the viceregal capita!. To the residents of New Mexico and the handful of New
Mexico-based traders and their employees who benefitted directly from their
association with Lima, however, Parral was a vital distribution center that
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connected the distant colony with the heartland of New Spain. The financial assistance and marketing expertise provided by Lima was invaluable to
the New Mexico governors and traders of the mid-16oos. His patronage of the
New Mexico traders helped to promote a steady flow of retail merchandise
from Parral and Mexico City, thereby mitigating to some extent whatever
sense of geographical isolation the colonists experienced. Thanks to the efforts of venture capitalists such as Lima, the kingdom and provinces of New
Mexico were firmly attached-albeit at great distance-to the much larger
financial and distribution networks in Mexico City, Madrid, and beyond.
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Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. Edited by Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail, foreword by William C. Sturtevant. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999. vi + 298 pp. 55 halftones, bibliography, index.

$45.00 cloth,

ISBN

1-56098-815-0.)

For many collectors, after the thrill of the acquisitions chase is over, there
comes the important query of where their collections will go. Will they be
dispersed via auction or sale, or will they be housed, intact, in an institution
devoted to similar materials, perhaps even bearing the collector's name? For
most of the collectors profiled in Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail's book,
Collecting Native America, 1870-1960, the answer was not difficult to supply:
they simply built their own museums. All feared that Native Americans and
their culture would soon disappear and thus it became their obligation to
preserve the art and artifacts for future generations of Americans.
First presented at the conference, "Collectors /Museum Founders and
American Indians," held at the Smithsonian Institution in 1995, the nine chapters profiling eleven collectors try to answer the basic question: What in each
collector's background led him or her to specialize in Native American culture? Curators who now deal with these collections commented on the guidance collectors received from experts in the field, how much information
collectors recorded about individual pieces, what they noted on provenance
and how they limited the scope of their collecting.
For a George Heye, a Phoebe Hearst, a Clara Sears, or a Rudolf Haffenreffer, cost was not a major hindrance. They could purchase any single object or an entire collection if they wanted. Once an interest had gone beyond
being a hobby for them, they devoted their energies and fortunes to establishing museums. Sears and Haffenreffer began their museums on property they
owned, and Hearst expanded the Museum ofAnthropology at the University
of California in Berkeley, while Mr. Heye's collections became the Museum
of the American Indian. While these individuals collected and founded museums, they also supported various scholars and expeditions, representing
what might be called the philanthropic collectors.
Not all of the collectors described possessed great wealth. Molly Lee refers to Sheldon Jackson as part of another group, "the resident/returnee collectors, some of whom were missionaries"(p. 27)' As missionaries ventured
forth from Europe and America to the rest of the world, they often collected
examples of religious or ceremonial art from the indigenous people they were
trying to convert, both preserving that art and destroying its power. Such items
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definitive prohibition ofIndian slavery on 12 June 1679. This order was subsequently
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78. Marriage of Francisco de Lima and Marfa Gonzalez, Parral, 30 November 1644,
LOS, Marriages, 0162555.

n

SUMMER 2002

HENDRICKS AND MANDELL ~

291

79. Bachiller Jose de Moron, Will of Francisco de Lima, AHP, roll 1675A, frs. 262b-271b .
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106. Jose Maldonado y Duran of Mexico City to fray Francisco de Ayeta, Sale ofsix freight
wagons and 120 mules, Parral, 6 January 1676, AHP, roll 1676A, frs. 509b-511a.
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and Burial of Francisco de Lima, Parral, [IS] October 167S, LDS 016zS62, Burials, L
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112.

Reinstalling the Spanish Component
THE JOURNALS OF DON DIEGO DE VARGAS, NEW MEXICO,
16 9 1- 1 7°4

John L. Kessell

C

ould he trust them? Characteristically, he was laying himself open, taking a grave but calculated risk. Amid some one hundred and fifty allied

Pueblo Indians marching behind Gov. Diego de Vargas and dozens of armed
Spaniards came a sullen contingent ofJemez fighting men he had vanquished
in battle not six weeks before. Yet on this day, Vargas needed every man. He had
struck a deal with these Jemez. He would free more than three hundred of
their women and children held hostage in Santa Fe if the men would join
him in a final assault on defiant Tewas and Tanos fortified atop Black Mesa.
All previous efforts had failed. This time, however, beating back parties of
enemy skirmishers and threatening to denude their planted fields below the
mesa, the Spanish governor prevailed. Tewa and Tano spokesmen, after negotiating a schedule and exchanging gifts, pledged that the people would
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come down peaceably and reoccupy their pueblos. Two days later in Santa
Fe, true to his word, Vargas released the Jemez women and children.
Above all, he was a risk taker, which explained in large part how he waged
war and peace. Deep-seated character traits-arrogance, valor, dogged determination, and devotion to honor-governed the career of Diego de Vargas,
working often to his advantage but finally against him. As reconqueror of
New Mexico during the 169os, Vargas not only presided over the third and
final phase of the Pueblo-Spanish War begun in 1680, but also lent his name
to an era. For much of this time, officials in Mexico City and Madrid rightly
considered New Mexico a war zone and debated the level of military spending. Meanwhile, colonist families, Spanish officers and men-at-arms, Franciscan friars, Pueblo Indians who sided with them, and Pueblo Indians who
fought tenaciously against them lived a day-at-a-time existence and shifted to
survive. By the end ofVargas's abbreviated second term, for better or for worse,
the colony had been restored to the Spanish empire.
Son of a middling and financially encumbered nobleman of Madrid, don
Diego grew up in Spain with the amenities of his class and a large extended
family. His mother died when he was five, and his father, Capt. Alonso de Vargas Zapata, a year later took an overseas assignment in Guatemala, where he
eventually remarried. Young Vargas never saw him again. Evidently because
of a congenital speech defect, the boy did not follow his father as a menina,
or noble page in the royal household. Instead, when he had acquired requisite age and skill, he enrolled in the palace guard. In 1664, then twenty, he
married Beatriz Pimentel de Prado, whom he had known since childhood.
With the death of his older brother in Spain and his father in Guatemala, don
Diego assumed responsibility for the debts and maintenance of the Vargas
estate, a role that gave him no pleasure. Beatriz, during the first six years of
their marriage, bore him five children, one of whom died in infancy. Then
in 1670, resolved to end the family's long tradition of indebtedness and secure
a share of his father's New World legacy, Diego de Vargas, citing the notable
services of his father and grandfather, petitioned the crown for an appointment in the Spanish Indies. He sailed in 1672.
Finding favor at the viceregal court of the Conde de Paredes in Mexico
City, don Diego won appointments successively as alcalde mayor of Teutila
in Oaxaca and Tlalpujahua in Michoacan, while keeping a residence and
friends in the capital. Vargas's heroics in both outlying posts, especially his
economic revitalization of the Tlalpujahua mining district, earned him high
marks as an administrator. Shortly after receiving the sad word that Beatriz had
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DIEGO DE VARGAS, THE ONLY KNOWN PORTRAIT, IN THE CAPILLA DE SAN
ISIDRO, MADRID, SPAIN.

(Photo courtesy Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe, New Mexico, neg. no. 11409.)
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died in Spain, the young widower found a companion. Her name may have
been Nicolasa Rincon. He did not marry her. Nor, evidently, did he pursue
other women. Between 1679 and 1686, the couple produced two natural sons
and a daughter. Through an agent at court in Madrid, Diego de Vargas contributed twenty-five hundred pesos and received royal title to the low-ranking governorship of New Mexico, a remote colony in exile. Fortuitously, the
new viceroy, another able madrileno, took don Diego's part at every turn.
From the day of his accession at brutish El Paso, Vargas k~ew there would be
no restoration of New Mexico without the patronage ofthe Conde de Calve. 1

(1688-1696).
(From Manuel Rivera Cambas, Los gobernantes de Mexico [Mexico City:
Imprenta de f. M. Aguilar Ortiz, 1872],265.)
VICEROY THE CONDE DE CALVE
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Loss of the kingdom and provinces of New Mexico dated from 1680, when
fifteen to twenty thousand Pueblo Indians, all but united, had struck and
killed or expelled twenty-five hundred Spanish colonists. The affront cried
out for vengeance. Calve made restoration of New Mexico a matter of first
order. Native peoples in silver-rich Nueva Vizcaya and Sonora had also risen,
emboldened by the Spaniards' seeming inability to humble the Pueblos.
Equally apparent in terms of imperial rivalry was the French threat of invasion from the east following the Sieur de La Salle's landing on the Texas coast
in the mid-168os. Religion gave further cause. Thousands of Pueblo Indian
souls, apostates from Spanish Catholicism, must be absolved and reconciled.
Hence-even in the shadow of Carlos II's uncertain reign and European
wars, rapacious pirates in the Caribbean, and riots 'in Mexico City-the recolonization of New Mexico stood out Z
From the moment of his accession, Vargas's challenge was evident. How,
given the paltry human and physical resources of this exiled colony, could he
effect the triumphant reconquest he envisioned? Enduring the tribulations
of his first eighteen months in office, a resolute don Diego pleaded again and
again for aid from Viceroy Calve. His armed reconnaissance without women
and children late in 1692, and the Pueblo Indians' assent to ritual repossession, convinced Vargas that these erstwhile rebels would accept restoration
ofthe Spanish colony peaceably. In Mexico City, Calve and his court toasted
a fait accompli. Don Diego bid for early promotion. But all were deceived,
especially the hundreds of colonists who joined their governor on the tardy
recolonizing expedition of 1693. Admonishing them to look beyond immediate hardship and any fear of Pueblo Indian opposition, he anticipated resettling New Mexico with plow, seed, and livestock. Forced instead to fight
in the snow for Santa Fe, certain of the colonists came to despise the strutting
Diego de Vargas.
The future looked bleak. Hardly any of the Spanish men, women, and
children crowding into Santa Fe's close quarters the last two days of 1693 had
bargained for what lay ahead. The viciousness of the reconquest - of handto-hand combat, executions, dismemberment, theft of livestock and stored
maize, destruction of crops in the field, and hostage-taking - rose as a crescendo from the battle for Santa Fe in 1693, through the assaults of 1694, to
the uprising of 1696 and its bloody aftermath. l This was no black-and-white
struggle between cruel Spanish invaders and noble Pueblo resistors. Both
peoples were deeply rent by the experience.
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Pueblo Indians, never able to regain the near unity of 1680, fought and
died on both sides of every major encounter. Factionalism among the Pueblos, when related by Spaniards, regularly came down Eurocentrically to one
question: Are they for us or against us, our king, and our Catholic faith? On
occasion, Spanish documents picked up dissenting Pueblo voices, but always
transmitted in non-Pueblo terms. The Christian God, in one instance, had
enlightened certain members of the outlying and resistant Zuni nation to
preserve images of Jesus Christ. Whatever power such effigies possessed for
the individuals who secreted them, Spaniards were loath to believe that the
Indians' action might have resulted not from veneration but from internal
dissension among Zunis. Pueblo peoples had reasons enough of their own to
accept or oppose returning Spaniards, that is, to use them or items of their
material culture in one way or another. Pueblo animosities and loyaltiespersonal or kinship affairs; maintenance of territorial, occupational, or trade
boundaries; disputes over sacred or profane leadership-such motivations
gave Pueblos ample justification to ally themselves with or contest a renewed
Hispanic presence.
Whatever their reasons, Pueblos defied Pueblos, splitting not only closebuilt individual communities like Pecos and Taos, but also language groups.
That Keresan-speaking Zia, Santa Ana, and San Felipe, brutalized during
two previous Spanish entradas, sided irrevocably with Spaniards under Vargas (while their linguistic kin of Cochiti and Santo Domingo vacillated between fight and flight) likely owed less to intimidation than to the prospect of
enlisting Spanish allies against their long-time, encroaching Towa neighbors
ofthe Jemez pueblos. On this occasion, moreover, there reappeared a leader
of commanding presence.
Bartolome de Ojeda, an indio ladino literate in Spanish but also a Keres
war captain, had fought the Spaniards at Zia in 1689, suffering nasty wounds,
capture, and abduction. Recovering from the trauma, he had lived three years
among Hispanic refugees in the EI Paso district. There, Ojeda made up his
mind, for reasons he did not share, to rally certain of his own people to the
Spanish side, perhaps to spare them during the inevitable recolonization.
Without Ojeda, Domingo of Tesuque, Juan de Ye of Pecos-all of whom, in
Roman Catholic terms, Vargas embraced as compadres-and others like them
who interpreted, negotiated, and recruited Pueblo allies, the disruption might
have lasted years longer.
At the same time, other Pueblo principal men fought valiantly against
Spanish reoccupation, earning both Vargas's grudging admiration and his
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A ZUNI MAN, PHOTOGRAPH BY EDWARD S. CURTIS, 1903.

(Photograph courtesy Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
neg. no. 143712.)

enmity. Cacique Diego Umviro of Pecos thought of Spaniards as a different
species and justified killing them if they again invaded the Pueblos' world.
As in 1680, Vargas's men-at-arms recognized mixed-blood leaders among their
Pueblo antagonists. OfIndian and mulatto descent, Lucas Naranjo, a Santa
Clara war captain, seeking to put himself at the head of a purge of Spaniards
in 1696, died instead when a soldier's musket ball struck him in the Adam's
apple and came out the nape of his neck.
While the Spanish recolonizers, united by the task of restoring a common
sovereignty, might have appeared almost monolithic, no level of their soci-
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ety was exempt from dispute. At the top, two contending peninsular Spaniards set a poor example. 4 Considering himself a proprietary conqueror, Vargas doggedly refused to accept the end of a governor's standard five-year term
without promotion or reappointment. That put him and his legally appointed
successor at dagger points in 1697. Although socially inferior, Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, newly wielding the authority of the office, refused to abide don
Diego's obstructions. He brought suit and imprisoned him. Colonists by the
dozens, eager to vent their spleen or ingratiate themselves with Rodriguez
Cubero, rendered a litany of malfeasance, immorality, and financial irregularities against Vargas and his inner circle. Otliers professed their loyalty. The
internecine legal wrangling cost don Diego six years and heavy expense before he at last gained reappointment in 1703, only to die in office the following year. Still, through it all, the Hispanic polity of distant New Mexico held
together, attesting to the maturity of the colonial system.
Not only did the Vargas era demonstrate the resilience of a governorship in
contention, but also the full range of Spanish royal justice that bound a far-off
colony to the empire. From the governor's appointed alcaldes mayores in every district of New Mexico and the Santa Fe cabildo, or town council, on up
to the Audiencia of Mexico City and the Council of the Indies in Madrid, a
citizen had recourse, at least in theory. Even during Vargas's rule, which critics considered despotic, colonists through the cabildo in 1696 and 1697 won a
new viceroy's approval to send Capt. Lazaro de Mizquia to Mexico City with
their suggestions for better government. Yet at every level, favoritism, whom
one knew or had influence with, weighed heavily. It is doubtful that viceregal
authorities would have considered such complaints against Vargas during the
administration of the Conde de Calve, don Diego's friend and sponsor.
In the New Mexico colony, privileged members of Vargas's staff, several
of whom he brought with him from Mexico City or Tlalpujahua, responded
in their own ways to the dangers and opportunities of the recolonization. 5
Their behavior ranged from the unquestioned fealty of Juan Paez Hurtado
to the opportunism of Antonio de Valverde Cosio. Unlucky Alfonso Rael de
Aguilar, veteran secretary of government and war, and a family man with
pregnant wife and six children, found himself caught in the crossfire between
Vargas and Rodriguez Cubero. Despite scurrilous threats by the former governor's partisans, Rael eventually confessed to spying for don Diego. Most of
these ranking retainers, younger than their patron, stayed on with their families after his death, competing for power and prestige and ending their lives
in the restored colony.
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Relatively few in number, the Franciscans exercised a spiritual and sacramental monopoly in restoration New Mexico, as they had since the colony's
founding. Both remoteness and tradition contributed to this unusual situation. Faithful Roman Catholics throughout most of the Spanish Indies could
resort not only to members of more than one religious order, to Jesuits, Dominicans, and others, but also to the diocesan clergy. In New Mexico, however, Franciscans ministered to everyone. Colonists alienated the friars at
their own risk. For pastoral care, baptisms, marriages, and burial of their infants or parents, they had no other choice. After Diego de Vargas had resolved
in his favor a dispute over church property in the El Paso district, the governor got on well enough with most of the Franciscans. He reinstalled the bluerobed friars at Pueblo Indian missions as circumstances permitted. He relied
on them as military chaplains, and certain of them sided openly with him
against Rodriguez Cubero.
It was, however, the hundreds of colonists themselves who-along with
the Pueblo Indians-determined the outcome ofthe Vargas era. Four distinct
groups of culturally Hispanic settlers made their toilsome way up the Rio
Grande Valley in the 1690s.
The refugees-native New Mexican men and women who had lived
through the revolt of 1680 and the children born to them during the colony's
exile-were coming home. Most, having endured a dozen years of hand-tomouth existence in the several El Paso settlements, were impoverished. On
a muster roll, Governor Vargas noted the case of veteran Sgto. Mayor Sebastian Gonzalez, whose household numbered fourteen but who claimed to
own not even a shirt. Although they accepted similar incentives ofland and
status, these survivors resented the newer recruits. No one who had not shared
the experience could ever understand the depths of their suffering. As reminders, too, these New Mexicans had among them several dozen former
captives ransomed during Vargas's reconnaissance of 1692, most of them children who had grown up with the Pueblos since 1680 and knew them intimately.
A second contingent, rugged young men, some with families, Vargas had
recruited in 1693 from the mining districts of northern New Spain to serve in
the presidio of restored Santa Fe. On occasion, he referred to them loosely
as the one hundred Spanish soldiers. These two bands - returning New Mexicans and military recruits, numbering altogether eight or nine hundred
souls-appeared first in Governor Vargas's train late in 1693 and fought in
winter for Santa Fe.
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Another 220 or 230 persons, sixty-odd families who considered themselves
better than the other colonists, composed the third group. Enlisted with considerable fanfare in and around Mexico City, these self-proclaimed espanoles
mexicanos, many of them artisans, reached New Mexico in June 1694 and,
after a miserable, crowded winter in Santa Fe, found themselves transplanted
to Villa Nueva de Santa Cruz de la Canada. Predominantly urban dwellers,
few had experience farming or raising stock. 6
Finally came a mixed company of about 145 individuals gathered in Zacatecas, Sombrerete, and vicinity in 1694 and 1695 by Juan Paez Hurtado:
men, women, and children, some legitimate families and others pushed together fraudulently so Paez could collect more in government subsidies.?
Throughout Vargas's remaining years and long thereafter, these four groups,
socializing and often marrying within, appear to have maintained separate
identities and not always harmonious relations. s
A rough and resilient militia captain who lived to be eighty exemplified
the disapproving returnees. Francisco de Anaya Almazan II, born in New
Mexico about 1633 and widowed after 1663, had then married a sister of his
brother's wife, but lost her, his children, and all his possessions in the uprising of 1680. He persevered during the El Paso years, married a third wife,
and joined the restoration. Picking up practically where he left off, Sargento Mayor Anaya Almazan served again as alcalde mayor in the Galisteo
district and as an officer of the colony's Confraternity of La Conquistadora.
He received a modest land grant from Governor Vargas and bought a house
in Santa Fe. Don Diego relied on Anaya and fellow returnees like Roque
Madrid and Juan Ruiz de Caceres who knew Pueblo languages. At times,
Vargas and subsequent governors heeded the counsel of these experienced
New Mexicans and, at others, they pointedly ignored them. Regardless,
Anaya, born and bred in the colony, personified a continuity that bridged
the entire, continuous, three-act Pueblo-Spanish War, from 1680 through
16 9 69
Ofthe military recruits, none was more ambitious or successful than Antonio de Valverde CosIo, a peninsular Spaniard from Santander who had cast
his lot with Vargas at Sombrerete in 1693. He soon became the governor's
favorite, accused by detractors of sharing all don Diego's excesses. Valverde's
ascent from adjutant to economic, political, and social overlord of the El Paso
district had no precedent in the colony. Parleying his entree into an influential, transatlantic association of men from Santander and a trip to Spain as
don Diego's agent in the late 1690s, don Antonio became captain-for-life of
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the El Paso presidio and the area's alcalde mayor. His diversified farming,
livestock, and brandy- and wine-producing property known as San Antonio
de Padua-truly a hacienda-operated on a scale unknown in the extreme
north. Largely because of the entrepreneurship ofValverde and his extended
family, El Paso proved more viable economically during the first half of the
eighteenth century than any of the upriver villas of Santa Fe, Santa Cruz de
la Canada, and after 1706 Albuquerque. When he died in 1728, having served
as governor of New Mexico between 1717 and 1722, Antonio de Valverde left
an estate worth tens of thousands of pesos lO
On up the Rio Grande Valley, Hispanic mechanical and popular arts took
new and lasting root with the transplanted artisans dispatched from the viceregal capital under Capt. Cristobal Velasco and fray Francisco Farfan in 1693.
Even as they learned to farm, they did not abandon their trades. Along with
blacksmiths, cartwrights, cobblers, masons, millers, tailors, and weavers came
a filigree maker, coppersmith, sculptor, musician, and two painters. The only
chandler listed, Juan de Gongora, had died before the company's departure
from Mexico City. His widow, however, Petronila de la Cueva y Almonacid,
then thirty-seven, along with two sons and three daughters, relocated without him. Of medium build with aquiline face, large eyes, and the scar of an
old wound on her left cheek, she soon met Juan de Chaves Medina of Zacatecas in the close quarters of Santa Fe. Uncharacteristically, she remarried
outside the group of espanoles mexicanos and remained with her children
and new husband in Santa Fe. Twenty years later, neighbors accused her of
malicious gossipY
The last ofVargas's four imports of settlers materialized in 1695 and buoyed
the restoration to a degree. Resourcefully recruited in northern New Spain
by Juan Paez Hurtado, they came on the scene after the fierce campaigns of
1694 but before the Pueblo uprising of 1696. Robust, thirty-year-old Francisco
Montes Vigil, with curly chestnut hair and a scar under his left eye, and his
wife Marfa Jimenez de Enciso, both natives of Zacatecas and considered
espanoles, had gone to sign up with their five children and a free mulatto servant. Instead of appearing on the muster roll as one large family unit of eight
persons entitled to the maximum family subsidy of 320 pesos, Paez had them
distributed among three units, evidently so that he and they might collect
more. The list showed Francisco and Marfa with two children, a fictitious
uncle with their other three, and the mulatto as part of a third unit. These
paper families, meant to hoodwink royal officials in Zacatecas, may not have
dictated how the company traveled to New Mexico.

306 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER 3

RAFAEL GARCIA, BORN IN BELEN, NEW MEXICO, ON 2 MAY

18°4,

GREAT-

GREAT-GRANDSON OF RAMON GARCIA JURADO, WHO ARRIVED IN SANTA FE

1694.
(Photograph property of author, courtesy James, Estevan, and Dominic Garcia,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.)
AS A TEENAGED COLONIST IN
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Later, in 1697 and 1698, during RodrIguez Cubero's denunciations ofVargas and Paez Hurtado, Francisco Montes Vigil testified that he had aided in
the deception. He and another recruit frequented gambling houses in Zacatecas, picking up vagabonds and taking them to the treasury office to enlist
for New Mexico under made-up names. For each, Paez allegedly received
pesos, paid the man off with 4 to 6 pesos, discharged him, and kept the
balance. Several dozen people on the list never left Zacatecas. Such accusations seem to have been true, at least partially, although no record of a conviction has come to light. 12

100

It hardly mattered. Regardless of how or in which of the four immigrant
parties they had come to the colony, and regardless of how long they adhered
socially, most of the twelve or thirteen hundred Hispanic men, women, and
children put down roots, had babies, and became New Mexicans. Together,
by their expanding presence, they reinstalled the Spanish component in New
Mexico's evolving cultural universe.
On the surface, little had changed. Restoration New Mexico looked very
much like the prewar colony. The Vargas era had introduced few evident
new technologies. No innovative tool, item of horse gear, or weapon changed
how jobs got done. No flood of currency altered the largely barter and credit
economy. People dressed and furnished their homes similarly, ate the same
foods, and passed a normal day in familiar pursuits, mostly farming, tending
livestock, and raising families. Daily dealings between Hispanic settlers and
Pueblo Indians-for purposes of exchange, service, and social contact, both
forced and consensual- resumed almost as soon as the fighting ceased. And
as in the previous century, the two neighboring peoples coexisted pragmatically, giving and taking articles of material culture, useful customs, nouns
from their languages, and blood through ethnic crossbreeding, all the while
heedfully maintaining the lines of their parallel societies.

It is too simple to say that lessons of the Pueblo-Spanish War, which resulted as much from the environmental crises of the 1670S as from colonial
oppression, taught the two peoples to make common cause. Other forces,
external and internal, offer better explanations. Heightened pressure from
surrounding nonsedentary nations compelled Pueblo and Hispanic agriculturalists to join in their mutual defense, especially after the 1720S when
Comanches added themselves to the prewar array ofApaches, Navajos, and
Utes. Demography, too, corrected an old imbalance. Before the war, Hispanic colonists survived as a nervous and high-handed minority. After the
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restoration, their numbers grew steadily, reaching parity around 1750 with
a diminished but stable Pueblo population-at about ten thousand each.
Whether a pervasive new respect, engendered by the war years, grew between
peoples culturally Pueblo and Hispanic is debatable.
In contrast to many areas of colonial Latin America, New Mexico did not
produce a new race born of Spaniards and Indians, even though the two peoples coincided as near neighbors in the Rio Grande Valley. The colony, however, lacked an exploitable natural resource. Hence, despite its relatively large
sedentary population of Pueblo Indians, there was little to attract non-Indian
immigrants or to set Indians at mining, gathering, or growing. Except for a
few families, Hispanic and Pueblo New Mexicans were poor. Neither group
had reason to envy or want to be part of the other. Few Spaniards, and fewer
Franciscans, learned any of the half-dozen Pueblo languages, which, more
than any other circumstance, left the Indians free to preserve their culture.
So, as the two peoples worked out their modus vivendi, each allowed the
cultural identity of the other.
From a historical perspective, the Pueblo-Spanish War and Vargas era most
assuredly thrust up a watershed between the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century colonies. Even though the government, religious life, and defense of resource-poor New Mexico continued to run on subsidies from the royal treasury,
Spain's fundamental justification for providing them shifted. Defense of empire replaced evangelism. For most of the earlier century, missionary rationale
subsumed the territorial imperative, and Spanish kings kept funding the Franciscans' city of God on the Rio Grande until the Pueblos tore it down in 1680.
And while the restored friars still depended on their government stipends,
military spending on New Mexico increased dramatically after 1700 as Spain
fought to hold western North America against a rising tide of adversaries.
Much else changed in New Mexico, almostimperceptibly. For one thing,
the eighteenth-century colony was decidedly more secular. The Franciscans
never regained after 1680 the sway they exercised before. No longer did they
wield the authority of the Holy Office of the Inquisition so indisputably. Most
New Mexicans still had spiritual recourse only to the friars, but a few diocesan
priests took up residence first in the EI Paso area, then in Santa Fe, and three
bishops of Durango carried out visitations of New Mexico in the eighteenth
centuryY Economically, too, the friars lost ground. Before the war, they had
controlled the colony's principal supply service, while the combined wealth
of their mission lands, labor force, and flocks always overshadowed that of the
secular community. Neither circumstance survived.

SUMMER

2002

KESSELL ~

309

Encomiendas, grants to Spaniards of Indian tribute, which operated to
sustain a corps of armed Spanish captains in the prewar colony, were not
reinstated. Governor Vargas's eleventh-hour award, in effect a government
annuity, implied no burden on the Indians of New Mexico. Paid officers and
soldiers of the Santa Fe and EI Paso presidios took the place of encomenderos
in rallying able members of New Mexico's citizen militia and the Pueblo
auxiliary fighting men who regularly outnumbered them.
Diego de Vargas had a vision, and to that end, against all odds, he bent his
will. Encouraged by Viceroy Galve, Vargas proposed to transplant to New
Mexico a reliable, sturdy class of settlers recruited in the heartland of New
Spain. Responding to incentives ofland, status, and a new start, these people,
Governor Vargas believed, would willingly become small landholders in the
reestablished colony. Presidios at EI Paso and Santa Fe would protect this
civilian base population. Don Diego wanted at least five hundred such colonist families, some two or three thousand men, women, and children, as well
as enough government funding to settle them permanently in New Mexico's
hostile environment.
When far fewer families volunteered and expenses soared, Vargas watched
his carefully conceived program founder. He felt betrayed. Economy-minded
bureaucrats in Mexico City seemed bent on compromising his plan as originally conceived and approved. His demands of the viceregal government
grew more strident. Only when the heartland of New Spain dried up as a
source did he send Paez Hurtado recruiting in the mining districts of the near
north. Next, the Pueblo uprising of 1696 intervened. In 1697, with his project
still sadly deficient, don Diego bridled against the appearance ofa successor.
Rodriguez Cubero seemed not to care, and while their struggle further undermined the plan, Governor Vargas's vision had lasting effect.
Returning New Mexicans woke up to the changes reluctantly. They had
expected not only to reoccupy positions ofleadership in the restored colony,
but also to reclaim their families' prewar properties. Instead, they received
scant preferment from Governor Vargas. Members of his retinue, meanwhile,
wasted no time marrying daughters of old-line New Mexican families, adding social acceptance to their advantage as don Diego's favorites. More distressing to the returnees was the new governor's land policy. Vargas could not
regrant to surviving heirs the large estancias of the previous century and still
have sufficient productive land to distribute to the hundreds of new settlers
he continued to expect. Thus, as a result of his plan and the eventual growth
of the Hispanic population in a limited arable and pastoral landscape, the
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average farm and ranch in the postwar colony was smaller. By resisting the
claims of New Mexico's prewar elite, Vargas had assured a somewhat more
egalitarian eighteenth century. Difficult to discern at anyone moment, such
reforms put a new face on colonial New Mexico.
Although don Diego de Vargas died about five o'clock Tuesday afternoon, 8
April 1704, likely in Fernando Duran y Chaves's house at Bernalillo, the Vargas era lived on. His lieutenants provided political continuity. The governor's
office passed smoothly to Juan Paez Hurtado as acting governor in 1704 and
from him to the next man appointed from Mexico City. The process, in fact,
appeared to be operating more effectively on the periphery of empire than
in Spain itself where the War of the Spanish Succession had embroiled most
of Europe. In distant New Mexico, Vargas's people and policies prevailed.
Three of don Diego's retainers succeeded him as governor. Like their patron, all were Spanish-born. These peninsula res and their households, even
when not occupying the governor's palace, remained the cream of New Mexico's rude society, almost as if they had been blood relatives and heirs of the
Reconqueror. As mayordomos of the Conquistadora Confraternity, preferred
godparents, marriage sponsors, invited guests, and persons of influence, they
retained their class superiority, graciously or not. Two, Paez Hurtado (170417°5,1717) and Antonio de Valverde (1717-1722), committed early to the business of the colony, lived full lives, and died in New Mexico, the latter in EI
Paso in 1728, the former at Santa Fe in 1742. The third, Felix Martinez (17151717), a member of Vargas's officer corps and longtime captain of the Santa
Fe Presidio, did not consider himself aNew Mexican, returning several times
to Mexico City and dying there in 1731. Martinez and Valverde, never scrupling to profit from the governorship, recalled the Hapsburg mentality of
public office as commodity. Neither anticipated the dawning code of the
Bourbons, and both, as did Diego de Vargas, found themselves under investigation for malfeasance in office.
Military affairs proceeded as well with officers who had trained and fought
under Vargas. They commanded the presidios ofEI Paso and Santa Fe, maintained the order of drill, escort, and guard duty, and, up until the reforms of
Inspector Gen. Pedro de Rivera in the mid-1720S, manipulated presidial supply and payroll to their own benefit. When occasion demanded, they led columns in pur~uit of Apaches, Navajos, Comanches, and Frenchmen. Veteran
captains like Roque Madrid and Juan de Ulibarri further distinguished themselves. H At don Diego's side, they had shared the strategic advantage of cohorts
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of mixed Pueblo auxiliaries. They adhered, therefore, to his policies of requesting quotas of fighting men from individual pueblos based on population and
of sharing spoils in equal parts. Throughout the eighteenth century, campaign
rolls regularly revealed more Pueblo Indians than Hispanic men-at-arms.
Franciscans reinstalled in Pueblo communities by Governor Vargas kept on
ministering to their mission congregations and to an increasing number ofnonIndian families who lived nearby. Most adopted a more tolerant attitude than
their prewar brethren toward acts that appeared to their eyes as traditional Pueblo religious practice, so long as they did not interfere with the daily regimen
of Christian instruction, worship, and work. The crisis of 1696, during which
five friars had died violent deaths at the hands of Pueblo Indians, deeply impressed them. Passionately, as fears mounted, they had debated the nature of
martyrdom and what was worth dying for. To protect consecrated objects of
their faith from insolent, mocking unbelievers, or to teach the ultimate object
lesson of Christ's sacrifice,the majority agreed, were good reasons; to foolishly
go among threatening peoples was not. Fortunately for the missionaries in the
years after Vargas, death rarely loomed with such immediacy.
Experience elsewhere in New Spain had taught Diego de Vargas the efficacy of treating with Indians in a face-to-face, no-nonsense manner. He
embraced Indians physically and showed them respect. He stood as godfather
to the children of Pueblo leaders, which bound these principal men to him
as compadres, whatever this ritual may have meant to them. When circumstances permitted, Vargas negotiated in person. Parties who sat across from
him recognized in the Spanish governor a man of action, as quick to reward
as to punish. Whether his policies benefited or distressed them, don Diego
rarely failed to keep his word. Similar personal diplomacy permitted Antonio
de Valverde to avert a rebellion of Sumas in the vicinity of EI Paso between

1711 and 1713 and, much later, distinguished such governors as Tomas Velez
Cachupfn (1749-1754,1762-1767) and Juan Bautista de Anza (1778-1788).15
Vargas's cordiality with Pueblo leaders had worried covetous non-Indians.
In the minds of returning New Mexicans, it was bad enough that don Diego
had refused to regrant the large properties they had expected. Some in fact,
like the heirs of old Francisco de Anaya Almazan II, took their complaints to
subsequent governors and asked for additional acreage. 16 Worse in the long
run, because it effected many more colonists, was Vargas's evolving plan to
guarantee Pueblo Indian communities a fixed, measurable land base.
Long-established Pueblo towns already occupied in the 1690S twenty or
more sites with adjacent arable land along the Rio Grande and its tributaries
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north and south of Santa Fe. Although GovernorVargas seemed initially unsure of how much land the law provided for such native corporations, by 1704,
the year of his death, he evidently had decided. That year, to resolve a land
dispute between San Felipe Pueblo and colonists at La Angostura, Sec. Alfonso
Rael de Aguilar supervised the measurement for the Indians of the equivalent
of a league (about 2.6 miles) in each direction, or four square leagues, some

17,350 acres. The so-called Pueblo league, ignored or challenged ever since
by the Pueblos' non-Indian neighbors, remains to this day one of New Mexico's most contentious land issuesY
Few would deny the consequence of the Vargas era. Documents now available in The Journals ofdon Diego de Vargas suggest not only topics of research
that will bring into sharper focus this great divide in the colony's history, but
also currents of inquiry flowing back through the seventeenth century and
forward toward the present. The challenge is to embrace, own, and learn from
all ofthe past. A clearer understanding ofwho we are in New Mexico today depends on our response.
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and Larry D. Miller, eds., That Disturbance Cease: The Journals of don Diego de

SUMMER 2002

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

12.
13.

KESSELL ~

313
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No longer do Vargas and Rodriguez Cubero emerge as so distinctly hero and villain.
TDC, ASA, and Rick Hendricks, "Pedro Rodriguez Cubero: New Mexico's Reluctant Governor," New Mexico Historical Review 68 (January 1993), 13-39·
Rick Hendricks traces the roots of a number of prominent New Mexicans back to
Tlalpujahua, an interesting sidelight on Vargas-era patron-client relations, in "La
presencia de Tlapujahuenses en la reconquista de Nuevo Mexico," Relaciones:
Estudios de historia y sociedad (EI Colegio de Michoacan) 70 (Primavera 1997),
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14· See, for example, Alfred Barnaby Thomas, ed., After Coronado: Spanish Exploration
Northeast of New Mexico, 1696-1727 (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press, 1935),
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16. In 1714, children of Francisco Anaya Almazan II attempted to expand the boundaries
of the grant Vargas had made to Francisco, protesting to Gov. Juan Ignacio Flores
Mogollon that they wanted what had been promised instead of the smaller grant
their father had received. To their disgust, Flores Mogollon validated the original
grant without expanding the boundaries. Joaquin and Juana Anaya Almazan, Petition and revalidation of grant by Gov. Juan Ignacio Flores Mogollon, Santa Fe, 20
August 1714, Spanish Archives of New Mexico I: 497, cited in Malcolm Ebright and
Rick Hendricks, Pueblo Indian Land in New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, forthcoming).

17· The evolution of the Pueblo league is detailed by Ebright and Hendricks, Pueblo
Indian Land.

Review Essay
RICHARD FLINT, GREAT CRUELTIES HAVE BEEN REPORTED:

THE

1544 INVESTIGATION OF THE

CORONADO EXPEDITION

Donald Cutter

T

o Anglo readers Francisco Vazquez de Coronado is clearly one of the
best known Spanish conquistadores. Two prominent early historians have
written his story using existing documentation combined with earlier studies. From the biographies by A. Grove Day (1940), who gave up his interest in
the Southwest area and became the great storyteller of Hawaii, and Borderlands master Herbert E. Bolton (1949) we have had highly readable overviews
of the epic exploration. If they could have had the new documentary materials uncovered and published by Richard Flint, their stories of Coronado
would have been more complete, and they might have altered somewhat
their written versions of the great exploration. A significant contemporary
source strangely missing from both Flint's bibliography and comments is
George Parker Winship's translation of Pedro de Castaneda's eyewitness version of the Coronado story, first published in 1896.

Creat Cruelties Have Been Reported: The 1544 Investigation of the Coronado Expedition. By
Richard Flint. (Dallas, Tex.: Southern Methodist University Press, 2002. xix + 647 pp. Halftones, appendixes, glossary, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87°74-460-7.)
Donald C. Cutter is Professor Emeritus at the University of New Mexico. Among his most
recent publications are California in ]792: A Spanish Naval Visit, American Exploration and
Travel Series (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1995, ISBN 0-8061-2731-7) and with Iris Engstrand, Quest for Empire: Spanish Settlement in the Southwest (Golden, Colo.: Fulcrum Publishing Company, 1996, ISBN ]-55591-23°-3.)
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Whereas Bolton, Day, and Winship lauded the achievements of Coronado, as he has been called north of the international border that separates
our Spanish Southwest from Mexico's Frontera Nortefia, Flint casts Vazquez
de Coronado in a considerably lesser light. In a series of chapters the story unfolds slowly, revealing the hidden documents that provide an ex-past-facto
account geared either to cast blame upon the leader or to exonerate him. To
this end a parade ofwitnesses who had served in various capacities during the
expedition testified before a secret court of inquiry. Their testimony, taken
several years after the conclusion of the expedition, forms the major body of
this lengthy book dealing with matters that up to then had remained unanswered. Usually when the same detailed questions were asked of each of a
score of participants, they resulted in similar and often identical answers and
do not provide any narrative account of the expedition. Rather, the results of
the inquiry set forth the opinions of participants concerning specific aspects
of the expedition and its leadership, particularly those of mismanagement
and brutality by the commander-in-chief. Most of the witnesses seemed to be
moderate in their opinions concerning Vazquez de Coronado, and their "testimony" hardly placed him in an unjustifiable light. At worst he emerges as a
person who led the expedition but was not fully aware of many things that
transpired and that might have been of sufficient import, if he were to be
found guilty, to result in incarceration or a heavy fine. In the latter case a fine
would have been cruel but not unusual punishment since Vazquez de Coronado had already lost about a million dollars of his own (or of his wife's) resources. That Vazquez was a favorite of New Spain's viceroy, AntQnio de
Mendoza, who also had been heavily invested in the failed expedition, perhaps had some considerable bearing on the outcome of the secret trial.
The introductions to each chapter and, to some extent, the accompanying
footnotes can be classified as neo-Black Legend literature, with the minor exception that Flint occasionally assigns some humanity to the Spaniards. The
sixteenth-century Indians (usually called Native Americans) are never shown
to have been aggressors, misguided, devious, or even just plain wrong. This
approach reduces the author's writing to a matter of just how black to make the
new Black Legend. One considerably long comment concerns the Spanish use
of "Dogs of the Conquest," which are noted to have played havoc in terrifying
the Indians. This was later a matter of concern in the investigation carried out
long after the fact. For the invaders to have brought with them trained war dogs,
an integral part of Spanish weaponry, and not to have used them when necessary would have been strange indeed. That in New Mexico the dogs proved
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again to be a successful attack corps justified including them, and to have not
used them would have doubtless brought at least a reprimand.
From its beginning the expedition of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado
had been organized with great expectations of new discoveries that might exceed those of Hernan Cortes in the heart of the Aztec empire and those of
Francisco Pizarro among the Incas of South America. At first there seemed
to be a reasonable possibility of success based on the reports of Alvar Nunez
Cabeza de Vaca and the French Franciscan Marcos de Niza, both of whom
had previously entered the general area. While wandering through the fringes
of the zone later explored by Coronado, the former had heard vague rumors
of advanced Indian civilization, always distant and in the wrong direction as
regards his efforts to return to areas of Spanish control. On the other hand,
Fray Marcos brought back from a scouting exploration his own "visual" report of evidence of high culture, although his credibility was soon doubted
as his account proved greatly exaggerated, a polite term for outright lying.
When Vazquez de Coronado entered the target area and found only disappointment, he gradually expanded the scope of his exploration. Like most
lengthy explorations, no matter how well prepared logistically, this one also
suffered from "the shorts," the high-handed relief of which resulted in converting the early Indian welcome to an attitude of hostility and a desire to see
the now unwelcome guests depart. Grasping for straws based on oral reports
from dubious sources, Vazquez and his party set out to the east from the Rfo
Grande Pueblos, across the upper Pecos, over the Llano Estacado, and onto
the immense Buffalo Plains in a fruitless search for the riches ofGran Quivira.
When this quest failed to yield anticipated results, the party continued to lose
enthusiasm. Only a small contingent of Franciscans who had come on a different mission remained bouyant. The upshot was that of a crestfallen group
of Spanish conquistadores returning to Nueva Galicia by following in reverse
order the route taken earlier with great anticipation.
An investigation concerning the conduct and results of an expedition
was almost inevitable on the heels of any highly expensive and very disappointing major effort such as that led by Vasquez de Coronado. As the
secret trial turned out, the leader was exonerated. Enough evidence was
presented so that the second-in-command, Garcfa Lopez de Cardenas, was
found guilty of brutality; he was the only member to be punished for the
excesses committed by the group. Even so, his eventual punishment "was
largely symbolic, both the fine and service requirement having been drastically tempered" (p. 339)'
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This substantial volume, together with its enticing title, seems to promise
much new information and as a result possibly lead to a revision of what has
been heretofore common knowledge concerning one of the great explorers
and his lengthy expedition. Unfortunately, the new information contained
in this book is disproportionate to its bulk. The methodology utilized in presenting the information is in large measure responsible for this shortcoming.
This reviewer estimates that the volume could be reduced by over 35 percent
almost without any loss, but to do so would have required even greater effort
by Flint. Elimination of repetitious questions, especially those having the
identical answers by several witnesses, would have reduced the volume of
print appreciably but would have required more writing and much less translating by the author. Needless to say, converting all the documents to paleographic form adds considerable bulk. The decision to translate everything
despite repetitiousness is perhaps admissible. However, including an occasional photographic reproduction of a page of the original documentation
might have sufficed, thereby eliminating the long paleographic sections. With
the exception of a few dozen scholars, almost no readers will profit by the
existing and time-consuming tour de force, but it does give opportunity to
those who want to check the author-translator's merit. For example, when
referring to the commanding officer's personnel, to translate the Spanish
word criados as "henchmen" is either to convey purposely or accidentally the
impression that V<'isquez de Coronado had under his personal direction an
unscrupulous group of followers. In my dictionaries I find servant, menial,
and groom as proper renderings for criados. In my entire life I have never
thought of equating the two words, and I find Flint's repeated use of the term
"henchmen" for servants a reflection of gratuitous and unwarranted bias.
In summary, a very worthwhile contribution could have been made by
taking the time to convert this abundant but redundant material into a brief
book or a couple ofuseful articles. By so doing, author Flint would have gained
the appreciation of New Mexico history devotees, especially those not capable of wading through over two hundred pages of paleographic text, which
in turn Flint has converted into that number of translated pages more or less.

Review Essay
JOHN L. KESSELL, SPAIN IN THE SOUTHWEST: A NARRATIVE HISTORY
OF COLONIAL NEW MEXICO, ARIZONA, TEXAS, AND CALIFORNIA

Thomas E. Sheridan

N

o one makes the people of northern New Spain come alive more viv-

idly than John Kessell. From his earliest work on the Jesuit and Franciscan missions of Guevavi and Tumacacori to Spain in the Southwest, his
new historical synthesis of the region, Kessell's historical figures ac he, groan,
lust, and scheme. History, for Kessell, is contact between people, not ideas
or abstract forces, and he uses people- Juan de Onate, Diego de Vargas, Jose
de G,'ilvez, Juan Bautista de Anza - to drive his narrative history ofNew Spain's
northern frontier from Texas to California. Take, for example, "the well-born
Peruvian rogue, former governor of New Mexico and self-proclaimed count,
don Diego Dionisio de Pei'ialosa Briceno y Berdugo." Kessell writes, "During his venal tenure at Santa Fe from 1661 to 1664, Penalosa, a blasphemer
who enjoyed making up dirty jokes about the friars, at one point held Custos

Spain in the Southwest: A Narrative History ofColonial New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, and California. By John L. Kessell. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2002. xvii + 444 pp. 100 halftones, 10 maps, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-34°7-0.) Thomas
E. Sheridan is Director of the Office of Ethnohistorical Research at the Arizona State Museum

and Professor of Anthropology at the University of Arizona. His research focuses on the political ecology and ethnohistory of the Southwest and Northern Mexico. He has written, edited,
or coedited eleven books, including Arizona: A History (1995), and Empire of Sand: The Seri

Indians and the Struggle for Spanish Sonora, 1645-1803 (1999). His current project is a documentary history of the Hopi Indians during the Spanish and Mexican periods, a joint project
of the Arizona State Museum and the Hopi Tribe.
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Alonso de Posada prisoner in the governor's palace" (p. 137)' What better way
to capture the flesh-and-blood realities of church-state conflict in New Mexico less than a generation before the Pueblo Revolt!
Kessell also renders individual events with dramatic flair: "Snaking eastward, Coronado's loosely jointed column of people, animals, and baggage
receded into the landscape: the hauntingly flat terrain of the Llano Estacado;
endless buffalo herds moving across it like dark, wooly blankets; hailstones so
big they beat down tents, bruised horses, dented helmets, and broke pottery
water jugs" (p. 42)' In a single sentence, Kessell makes his readers feel the
vastness and mystery of the Southern Plains in 1541. Kessell is perhaps the
finest stylist ever to write Hispanic Borderlands history. Who else would have
the skill, or the chutzpah, to start his narrative with the words: "In the beginning, invading Spaniards did possess impressive advantages-imperial state
and militant church, long-range sailing capability, firearms, horses, immunity to smallpox and measles, and more - but they, too, had to urinate." Ifany
historian has ever written a better first sentence, I have not read the book.
Kessell crafts his history with the eye of a novelist, not a social scientist.
And that is Kessell's weakness as well as his strength. Spain in the Southwest is old-fashioned narrative history at its best-a parade of missionaries,
soldiers, and officials fighting one another and their Indian enemies as they
strive to advance and hold New Spain's northern frontier. Very little analysis
undergirds his synthesis. To sink for a moment into the dismal jargon of today, Spain in the Southwest, like most of Kessell's work, is "undertheorized,"
Not that Kessell lacks a point of view. On the contrary, his preface succinctly captures his distinctive philosophy of history and human nature. In
a footnote, taking issue with David Weber, who entitled the first chapter of
his magisterial The Spanish Frontier in North America "Worlds Apart," Kessell states, "Initially, even though Europeans and Native Americans were from
worlds far apart geographically, in basic, acultural, human terms, I think they
understood each other very well." Many scholars, anthropologists in particular, will quarrel with the essentialist assumption that there is any such thing
as "acultural" human nature divorced from the webs of meaning and patterns
of behavior inculcated by family, tribe, nation, and religion.
More troubling is Kessell's corollary assumption: "Indians, too, could be
arrogant and brutal, and Spaniards caring. If we select the facts to fit preconceived stereotypes, we can make the story come out rather the way we want,
which is the nature of propaganda, not history. We can smear or glorify any
group by stringing together mostly atrocities or mostly acts of high humanity.
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If, however, the peoples of the colonial Southwest were more alike than diverse, sharing similar inconstant natures, then we need have no favorites"
(p. xiii).
There is much truth in that statement. But it also absolves the historian
from a serious examination ofthe asymmetrical relations ofpower that characterize any imperial endeavor. Missions are often portrayed as the most benign
and enlightened institutions of Spanish conquest in the Americas. Regardless of the kindness or harshness of individual missionaries, however, missions
were, at their very core, instruments of conquest. The 0'odham (Pimas and
Papagos) were not trying to convert missionaries like the great Jesuit evangelizer of the Pimerfa Alta, Eusebio Francisco Kino, nor were they attempting
to change fundamentally the Spaniards' way oflife. Kino, for all his charisma
and good intentions, drew the 0'odham into an empire that tolerated neither
their belief system nor their adaptation to the desert. In the words oflinguist
(and former Franciscan missionary to the 0'odham) Daniel Matson and ethnohistorian Bernard Fontana:
Thus, in the final analysis, the Spanish conquest was more than the
coming together of Spanish culture and the culture of native peoples.
It was the establishment of an integrated system of domination, that of
a minority who were dependent on a system of power exercised over a
native majority. In this sense, the role of the missionary has been the
role of the aggressor. Simply to "spread news of great joy" is one
matter; to invade the most sacred inner precincts of another man's
being, and thereby to defile him, is something else again. It seems to
us there can be no greater form of violence than this (Matson and
Fontana 197T31)'
Missing, too, from Kessell's work is any serious attempt to put Indians into
any cultural, political, or ecological context other than Spanish imperial designs. Consider how Kessell describes an encounter between Jesuit Felipe
Segesser and 0'odham at Guevavi in the drought-plagued 1730S: "Once, after
he ordered the Natives of his visita at Sonoita, half a day's ride northeast, to
come help clear additional land for planting at Guevavi, their failure to appear
perplex~d him. When he investigated, he found them drunk, celebrating with
gusto their annual rain ceremonial just before the summer planting. Brazen,
they bid him to join them" (p. 229)' Kessell follows that sentence with a long
quote from Segesser himself.
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Kessell could have used this opportunity to discuss the intricate ritual and
haunting imagery of the saguaro wine feast, which celebrates the overwhelming importance of the summer rains to O'odham farmers and gatherers (see
Underhill et al. 1979)' Or he could have talked about the nature of resistance
among the peoples dominated in a colonial society, who have to rely on what
James Scott calls the "weapons of the weak" like sarcasm and foot dragging
(Scott 1985). Instead, Kessell plays the encounter for laughs to illustrate Segesser's sense of humor. We learn no more about the O'odham than what
Segesser has to say about them. The biases ofthe Spanish colonial documentary record are left standing, even though they could have been challenged
by the abundant ethnographic literature on the 0'odham.
In the final analysis, then, Kessell is a transitional figure in the historiography of the Spanish Southwest. Trained at the University of New Mexico and
influenced by historians like France Scholes, Donald Cutter, and Eleanor
Adams, Kessell helped move the field beyond the romanticism and triumphalism of Herbert Eugene Bolton and his students. He portrays the Spaniards
and European missionaries warts and all. His work, so thoroughly grounded
in the documents, allows him to chronicle the failures as well as successes
of New Spain's northern frontier. His Friars, Soldiers, and Reformers: Hispanic Arizona and the Sonoran Mission Frontier, 1767-1856 presents the
struggles of mission and presidio with a depth of detail unparalleled in other
histories of the region (Kessell 1976). Even after repeated readings, I still find
new twists and surprises that Kessell turned up in the archives nearly thirty
years ago.
At the same time, however, Kessell has adopted few ofthe analytical techniques or theoretical approaches of a newer generation of social historians
like Cynthia Radding, Susan Deeds, or Robert Jackson. There is no demographic or economic analysis, no systematic consideration ofIndian land and
labor under the colonial system, no sustained exploration of the complex and
creative ways in which Indians resisted, accommodated, rejected, reshaped,
or selectively incorporated Old World plants, animals, symbols, rituals, or
political systems. David Weber does a much better job of incorporating these
newer approaches into his narrative history of the region (Weber 1992). Bernard Fontana's Entrada: The Legacy ofSpain and Mexico in the United States
is more sensitive to the cultures and creativity of Indian peoples (Fontana
1994)' Steeped in the documents, Kessell remains wedded to the documen-

tary record, largely overlooking other lines of evidence - ethnography, eth. nology, archaeology, demography, oral traditions, and the reconstruction of
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past climates and environments-necessary to tell a more complete story of
the clash between Indians and Europeans.
Nonetheless, younger historians have much to learn from Kessell. As more
of them incorporate the insights of critical theory and postmodernism into
their work, they encumber their writing with the impenetrable jargon of those
intellectual currents. The result is the same disregard for graceful English
that has made unreadable so much cultural anthropology published in the
past fifteen years. The real trick is to convey complex ideas in clear prose. If
what we all tell are stories- ifobjectivity is elusive and multiple narratives are
possible-then we should learn to tell the story we select well. No one tells a
story better than John Kessell.
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Book Reviews

Propriety and Permissiveness in Bourbon Mexico. By Juan Pedro Viqueira
Alban. Translated by Sonya Lipsett-Rivera and Sergio Rivera Ayala. Latin
American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 1999.
xxii + 280 pp. Tables, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN
0-8420-2466-2, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2467-0.)
Juan Pedro Viqueira Alban has written a delightful book only recently
made available in an excellent English translation after a decade or so of
familiarity to a Spanish-reading public. It is a work likely to engage the imagination of experts, interested laymen, and undergraduate students. In a short
review one cannot begin to do justice to the author's richly descriptive tapestry of street life and popular entertainments in eighteenth-century Mexico
City nor, frankly, to his methodological questions, raised mostly by indirection,
about doing cultural history in a newer, more anthropologically-oriented
fashion. Indeed, the work is something of a pioneer in Mexico, conveying all
the richness of the approach but also raising many questions about how a
historian can get at forms of popular consciousness and the meanings of cultural expression. In a series of chapters and digressions, Viqueira Alban relies
on unpublished documents, policy reports, legal prescriptions, contemporary journalistic accounts, and other sources to discuss bullfighting, the theater,
public religious observance, dancing, gambling, patterns of alcohol consumption, ball games, and other forms of street culture in the capital of New Spain
from about the end of the seventeenth century to the first few decades after
Mexico gained its independence in 1821.
Many of Viqueira Alban's main themes are also found in work on early
modern European history. In Propriety and Permissiveness in Bourbon Mexico he explores primarily two that are interrelated. First, the Spanish colonial
authorities, and the colonial elite more generally, viewed popular cLlstomsdrinking, dancing, religious celebration, theater-going and others -as increasingly licentious, dangerous threats to public morality and order (and
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possibly the state itself). Second, legal and political efforts to reform or at least
control the more riotous expressions of popular culture encountered resistance from the "lower orders." As the author develops these themes, the reader
encounters fascinating discussions of the social venues, cultural meanings,
and economic significance of the popular consumption of pulque, an ubiquitous intoxicant fermented from agave juice; of viceregal attempts to tame
riotous habits of theater-going (the author's descriptions inevitably remind us
of what we have read of the Old Globe in Shakespeare's day) and create a
more dignified, realistic, and didactic theatrical culture (to little effect); and
the delicious scene of Franciscan and Trinitarian clerics beating each other
over questions of precedence with the crosses they carried in a 1697 religious
procession.
The book has some problems that are more broadly typical of this sort of
cultural history. The author often proves himselfbetter at "thick description"
than at answering, in a sociological way, concrete questions about causation.
There is also a tendency to introduce anachronistic concepts into the analysis of eighteenth-century Mexico, ideas such as the existence of a "bourgeois"
sensibility when it is hard to find a bourgeoisie at all. Finally, one must follow the author some distance to infer the nature of popular consciousness
and practice from the surviving documentation, which often consist oflegal
prescriptions ancl various expressions of hand-wringing by the colonial authorities. Still, important as these issues are, they do not in the end detract from the
work's value, given that there is much here to delight and inform any reader.
Eric Van Young
University of California, San Diego

Mexican Consuls and Labor Organizing: Imperial Politics in the American
Southwest. By Gilbert G. Gonzalez. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999.
xii + 277 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-2927282 3-9, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-292-72824-7.)
This is an excellent study of the role of Mexican consuls in four agricultural strikes in California during the Great Depression. Gilbert G. Gonzalez
uses material from the national archives of the United States and Mexico, as
well as labor documents and other primary sources to illustrate that strikes in
Los Angeles County, the San Joaquin Valley, and the Imperial Valley cannot be fully understood without an examination of Mexican consular inter-
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vention. He concludes that the driving force behind consular activities during these strikes was an underlying commitment to work with California
growers and local, state, and federal officials to break the strikes and defeat
leftist forces competing for the allegiances of Mexican immigrant workers.
Their efforts, Gonzalez argues, complied with foreign policy directives from
Mexico City.
Gonzalez shows how the corporatist arrangements that were institutionalized in the post-Revolutionary Mexican state in the 1920S and 1930S shaped
the consuls' role in limiting the political sweep of these California strikes.
During one strike, growers encouraged-and even threatened-workers to
join a conservative, consulate-sponsored union in order to contain labor militancy, keep radicalism in check, and peacefully resolve the strike. Although
growers sometimes did not fully appreciate such mediation by Mexican consuls, the Mexican government continued to employ its own "kept" unions to
contain and dampen labor radicalism. The strategy included efforts to expand the role of the Confederaci6n Regional Obrera Mexicana (CROM)
and later the Confederaci6n de Trabajadores Mexicanos (CTM) to regions
north of the border. The CTM launched a marginally successful campaign
to create a "CTM del Norte" in the American Southwest by organizing locals in Texas and California in the late 1930S. Although the CTM del Norte
worked to improve wages and working conditions for Mexican immigrants,
its campaign took place within the strict parameters of Mexico's dependent
economic relationship with the United States. At the request of the Texas
Infants Company in San Antonio, for example, the organization tried to persuade Mexican women garment workers not to join a strike called by the
International Ladies Garment Workers Union in 1938.
The Mexican government appealed to a sense of patriotism and national
identification among its expatriates in the United States, but Gonzalez's nuanced treatment of the interactions between ethnicity and class reveals the
class-based limits of "Mexicanidad." Militants who rejected consulate-sponsored solutions to strikes were often deported through collaboration between
Mexican consuls and U.S. officials.
This study makes an important contribution to the body of literature on
the role of Mexican consuls in the affairs of the Mexican immigrant community in the United States. By demonstrating that consuls have worked closely
with business interests in the United States, even during the reformist regime
of Mexico's president Lazaro Cardenas, Gonzalez challenges the Mexican
government's self-promoted image as protector of its expatriates. He also shows
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that consulate initiatives in California's agricultural strikes grew from and
reinforced Mexico's neocolonial relationship with its northern neighbor.
Gregg Andrews
Southwest Texas State University

Botos, Bolillos, Pochos, and Pelados: Class and Culture on the South Texas
Border. By Chad Richardson. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999. xxii +
292 pp. Halftones, line drawings, map, figures, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-292-77091-X, $17.95 paper, ISBN 0-29277°9°-1.)
Even in the face of wrenching poverty contrasted with extensive wealth,
valley residents are "innovators and problem solvers on the forefront of
change," in a way that promises to affect social, economic and political relationships farther north into the Texas hinterland and beyond (p. 2). Thus
argues Chad Richardson, in this fascinating, well-written book, which takes
the reader on a sociological tour of the south Texas-Mexico border. Based on
over six thousand personal interviews, Batos, Bolillos, Pochos, and Pelados
provides a series of sociological snapshots oflife along the border and attempts
to show how the wealthy, middle class, the poor, workers, Mexicans, Mexican Americans, Anglos, and African Americans coexist, as he explains it, in
relative harmony along la frontera. While the optimistic tone employed by
Richardson sometimes seems exaggerated, it is carefully balanced by the stories of farm workers, domestic servants, and colonia residents whose words
show the desperate nature of their lives. Through interviews of such people,
Richardson reveals their grit and determination, humor, and humanity. The
author successfully balances the themes ofvictimization and agency by powerfully demonstrating how migrant workers, domestic servants, maquiladora
employees, and others face tremendous inequalities and challenges, and yet
are to be admired for their creativity, adaptability, tenacity, and generosity.
However rich in description, the work would have benefited from a more
analytical approach. Richardson shows, for example, how farm workers were
cheated by unscrupulous farmers as well as by team leaders who acted as
intermediaries between workers and owners. Such acts of dishonesty fluctuated between 1954 and 1994, but the author does not explain why these fluctuations occurred or how they might be prevented or minimized in the future.
Moreover, the book's heavy dependence on oral interviews at the expense of
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other types of primary documentation and a sometimes ahistorical outlook
detract from an otherwise powerfully written piece. The author does attempt
to show change and continuity along the border over the past half-century,
but from a historian's perspective, the book would be enhanced by use of a
broader array of primary sources and a stronger focus on the relationship of
Richardson's story to historical literature.
Despite these concerns, the book provides rich insights into the experience of contemporary life on the Texas-Mexico border and makes a valuable
contribution to our understanding of the complicated nature of border life.
Richardson's book will be useful for undergraduate sociology and history
courses, scholars interested in borderlands issues, and will be accessible to
general readers as well. Although the book focuses on the southern TexasMexico border region, scholars of western and New Mexican history will find
it a useful and interesting work that sets the terms of discussion for future
studies comparing and contrasting border experiences in other states.
Anthony Quiroz
Texas A6M University at Corpus Christi

Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County. By J. Gilberta Quezada.
Canseco-Keck History Series, no. 1. (College Station: TexasA&M University
Press, 1999. xviii + 291 pp. Halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95
cloth, ISBN 0-89°96-865-9,)
South Texas is rich in political history and lore. While almost a world unto
itself, the region has, nevertheless, influenced the politics of Texas and the
nation, and is an emerging field for scholarship. J. Gilberta Quezada's Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County provides valuable insight into
this region by offering a case study of a political boss in a county on the RIo
Grande between RIO Grande City and Laredo.
Born in 1901 in Hidalgo County in the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Manuel
Box Bravo learned the ways of political bossism as a young man while working
as part of Hidalgo County's infamous A. Y. Baker regime. After moving upriver
to Zapata County in 1933, Bravo was elected county judge and served in that
position for twenty years (1937-1957). Border Boss covers in rich detail the
many aspects of Bravo's two-decade tenure, the focus of the book. In addition
to Bravo's role in the 1948 senate campaign of Lyndon B. Johnson, this reviewer was especially intrigued by the author's coverage of the massive Falcon
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Dam construction. Quezada follows Bravo's career after the boss left the judgeship to pursue private employment, often under the patronage of Johnson,
his longtime political associate. To the end of his life in 1984, Bravo was a
staunch member of the Democratic Party.
As county judge, Bravo was one of a colorful crew of political bosses who
helped to determine the course of South Texas politics in the first half of the
twentieth century. Quezada persuasively argues a revisionist view that, during Bravo's time, South Texas was a vast "political quilt" (p. 3) of bosses who
formed complex and varied alliances. Such a system contrasted with the earlier eras in which one man dictated events in most of the region (i.e. George
Parr, the so-called Duke of Dual). Moreover, the author illustrates that while
adhering to many features of traditional American political bosses, Bravo was
no greedy or ruthless petty despot. Although he shrewdly guided an allegedly
corrupt machine, Bravo assisted his constituents (supporters and adversaries
alike), never enriched himself, and influenced events through his superior
abilities in dealing reasonably with people.
Special note must be made of the author's archival sources. Because he
married into the Bravo family, Quezada had access to the privately held papers
ofJudge Bravo himself. These materials, previously untapped, were housed in
the family's home. Although familial loyalties can sometimes limit an author,
Quezada's connections made the study possible and enriched the story. His
example should encourage others with such inside contacts to locate Mexican
American archival materials that shed light on similarly elusive subjects.
Border Boss has justifiably received positive recognition from the historical community. Published as the first volume of the Canseco-Keck History
Series by Texas A&M University Press, it is a splendid product by an accomplished biographer. Set in la frontera, the volume is useful to anyone interested in southwestern border studies.
Thomas H. Kreneck
Texas A6M University at Corpus Christi

The Century of u.s. Capitalism in Latin America. By Thomas O'Brien. Dialogos Series. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xiii + 199
pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-1995-5,
$19·95 paper, ISBN 0-8263-1996-3.)
Using an extensive bibliography and examples from various countries, the
author has written an optimistic book about U.S. economic involvement in
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Latin America in the twentieth century. O'Brien concludes that, "at the close
of the twentieth century, U.S. enterprise appears to have carried out a transformational mission which far exceeds the most ambitious of nineteenth-century
merchants for political and religious influence" (p. 169)' The monograph is
strongest in its analysis of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries by
depicting, for example, the way in which U.S. entrepreneurs shifted from trading relations to direct investments in the region. In taking on such a large and
complex topic in 169 pages, however, it suffers from generalization and a lack
of continuity.
In the first chapter entitled "Merchants and Their Missions," one paragraph notes how workers in the late-nineteenth-century United States joined
unions (p. 17)' Two subsequent paragraphs point to the response of capital.
O'Brien writes, "In the face of this radical threat, corporate leaders adopted
a strategy of taming labor militancy by offering education in basic skills and
American values along with improved medical services, retirement and profit
sharing plans designed to make workers feel part of a large and beneficent
corporate family" (p. 29). Such a description does little to provide a reader
with a sense of the widespread violence inflicted upon labor by corporations
from the 1880s (in 1886 there were fourteen hundred strikes in the United
States) well into the twentieth century.
Another problem area is in the depiction of Fulgencio Batista, "the most
important political figure in Cuba" from 1934 until he fled the advancing
Fidel Castro in 1959. O'Brien writes that, "while rejecting the radical goals
of worker control and Cuban economic sovereignty, he [Batista] did support
better wages for unionized workers and improved opportunities for the Cuban middle class in U.S. corporations" (p. 96). This upbeat portrayal distorts
the incompetence and corruption of Batista and the cronies who surrounded
him. Similarly, readers learn about "two Harvard trained men, Miguel de la
Madrid and Carlos Salinas de Gortari who attained the Mexican presidency"
(p. 165). Certainly a sentence could be included noting the billions of dollars stolen by these "U.S. trained technocrats" and sent to U.S. and Swiss
bank accounts.
Several insightful paragraphs spread throughout the book show how the
cycles of the world petroleum market influenced political discourse in Venezuela from the 1920S to the 19605. Economic nationalism in Venezuela resulted in passage of the important petroleum law of 1943, which forced
Standard Oil to increase its tax payments. Such initiatives paved the way for
the creation of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
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Political challenges to US. corporate influence also setthe stage for the appearance of Hugo Chavez, a junior officer who attempted to lead a military coup
on 2 February 1992. During the 1990S, Chavez "catapulted onto the national
political stage," in the words of Fred Rosen and Jo-Marie Burt in a recent
essay (NACLA Report on the Americas 33:6). Chavez won the democratic
election for the presidency of Venezuela in December 1998. Unfortunately,
neither Chavez nor the Shining Path guerrillas of Peru, two of the most important opponents of US. capital in the region, are mentioned in the book.
The Century of
Capitalism in Latin America is a useful introductory
overview of U.S. trade and capital investment in Latin America. Hopefully
it will inspire undergraduate students to think critically about how the international economy has impacted so many aspects of Latin American societies and cultures.

u.s.

Dale Graden
University of Idaho

The U.S.-Mexican Border in the Twentieth Century. By David E. Lorey. Latin
American Silhouettes Series. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 1999.
x + 195 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, index. $55.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8420-2755-6,

$17.95 paper, ISBN 0-8420-2756-4.)
David E. Lorey provides a service to professors and students by producing
a basic text on the history ofthe US;-Mexican border. Professor Lorey skillfully
draws upon the work of others and his experience in the classroom in briefly
synthesizing the common themes that run through border historiography.
Lorey, well published in borderlands statistics, exercises restraint by carefully
choosing his data and then presenting it in an understandable manner.
A once-isolated frontier region, the borderline originally meant little as
people, ideas, and commerce crossed it unencumbered. The merging of the
United States and Mexico at the border created a unique economy, society,
and culture that has evolved, adjusted, and survived from the colonial period
to the present. Even as the border became more intrusive, residents remained
resourceful, independent, and often at odds with their respective central governments.
Merged life on the border produced a complicated binational economy.
Cattle ranching and mining came to attract US. and European capital in the
late nineteenth century. With the disruption of the economy during and af-
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ter the Mexican Revolution, tourism became a staple of the immediate border, which weathered the Great Depression and continued beyond Worid
War II. Serious industrialization occurred after the war, leading to the establishment of maquilas and, later, the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). Economic boom and bust is a theme that runs through all of
Lorey's border history.
The movement of many varied people characterizes the U.S.-Mexican
border society and culture. People move back and forth between Mexico and
the United States as well as remaining permanently. Indigenous border people, people of European and African origins, Asians, and migrants of mixed
ancestry from all parts of Mexico contribute to the border's contemporary
myriad culture. This attraction of a diverse population to both sides of the
line assures a continued blending and changing of border society and culture
that preserves for the future the region's uniqueness to both countries.
Many scholars today feel that the border receives unjustifiable treatment
as a homogeneous group of points. Any border survey should help dispel this
misconception. One cannot fault Lorey, however, as the greater depth and
interpretation required to explore these differences would defeat his purposecrafting a short, concise survey that acts as a basic introduction to border evolution and presents enough information to guide historians and students in
their own investigations.
The conciseness of this book is both an asset and detraction. Serious border students are left with an unsatisfied hunger for detail while the less knowledgeable reader may remain a bit inadequately informed. In other words, this
work is the big picture. This criticism could be easily resolved with additional
readings by the student or fleshing-out by the instructor using the book as a
course text. Additionally, this work intentionally neglects politics.
The bottom line: No better synopsis of the U.S.-Mexican border exists.
Robin Robinson
Arizona State University

Urban Latino Cultures: La Vida Latina en L.A. Edited by Gustavo Leclerc,
Rat!l Villa, and Michael Dear. (Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE Publications,
published in association with the Southern California Studies Center ofthe
University of Southern California, 1999. viii + 214 pp. Color plates, halftones,

index. $69.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-7619-1619-9, $25.95 paper,

ISBN

0-7619-1620-2.)
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This eclectic and engaging collection of essays, photo essays, literature, and
art congeals surprisingly well to represent the cultural mosaic of Latina/a Los
Angeles. However, the book is not a comprehensive and systematic analysis.
Readers looking for a more traditional scholarly treatment of Los Angeles's
burgeoning, dynamic, and highly diverse Latina/o population may be disappointed. Herein, however, lies the appeal of this provocative, insightful, and
aesthetically pleasing tome.
The book is comprised of an ensemble ofvoices that traverse a broad variety
of literary and artistic genres including performance and collage art, political
cartoons, interviews, essays, and other combinations. The collection provides
a broad sampling of Latina/o cultural spaces as objects of the contributors'
gaze but, moreover, testifies to a dynamic and emergent intellectual life in Los
Angeles's Latina/o communities. Characterized by a diversity that is at once
generational and geographical, the chapters present a cross section ofmoments
and spaces in the millions of stories that comprise Latina/o Los Angeles.
The volume begins with an enthusiastic, albeit somewhat disappointing
cliche-burdened introduction, which attempts to contextualize Latina/o Los
Angeles. Fortunately, this slight weakness is overshadowed by the editors'
brilliant selection of contributions beginning with Rail! Villa's "Aquf estamos
y no nos vamos: Place Struggles in Latino Los Angeles" and Don Nomrark's
photo essay of Chavez Ravine. The two chapters, along with Tomas TharraFoustos's reflections on the Chicano Project, establish an ample and informative political and cultural context.
Among the more noteworthy of the chapters is Marfa Elena Fernandez's
"Bars and Belonging," a well crafted and compelling personal vista of the
metamorphosis of the east Hollywood neighborhood of her childhood. The
collection ofLalo Alcaraz's witty political cartoons, contained in L.A. Cucaracha Urban Sketch Journal, exemplifies the take-no-prisoners political satire that typifies his contributions to the L.A. Weekly. In "Choosing Chicano
in the 199os" Yvette C. Doss presents a provocative and informative view into
the underground music scene in "Los(t) Angeles." Finally, L. A. Real testifies to the literary genius ofTeresa Chavez in an engaging play that examines
the interplay of identities residing within that category we call Latina/a.
The high point of the book, however, is well-known writer Ruben Martinez's ingenious essay examining the complexities of transnational Native
American identities in postcolonial contexts. Unfortunately for a great many
readers including many Latinas/os, the essay, authored in Spanish, was without an English translation. I was somewhat dumfounded as to why the editors
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chose to exclude so many readers from this most important, cutting-edge,
and theoretically sophisticated essay. Overall, despite the minor problems,
Urban Latino Cultures is an enjoyable, insightful, and accessible text. It is an
important and timely endeavor and the editors should be credited for bringing together this talented and diverse group of artists and writers who populate the dynamic intellectual scene of Latina/o Los Angeles.
Bernardo P. Gallegos
University ofIllinois at Chicago

Tribes, Treaties, and Constitutional Tribulations. By Vine Deloria Jf. and David
E. Wilkins. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1999. xi + 209 pp. Notes, bibliography, indexes. $3°.00 cloth, ISBN 0-292-716°7-9, $14'95 paper, ISBN 0292-71608-7. )
The lives of Native peoples are dominated by law more than those of any
other group in the United States. Between the so-called "trust relationship,"
the Bureau of Indian Affairs's historic land and resource controls, and congressionally mandated policies on everything from education to gaming and
tribal recognition, Indian tribal members are regulated in ways that would be
unbelievable to their fellow Americans.
Vine Deloria Jf. and David E. Wilkins have written an important book
that looks at this dominance, confusion, and complexity of Native American law in fresh, exciting, and challenging terms. Tribes, Treaties, and Constitutional Tribulations is a rare work oflegal and cultural scholarship. The
book can be read on many levels. A neophyte in the field can use it as an
introductory primer while, at the same time, a sophisticated student of Indian law will find it enriching and informative. There is no comparable
book offering both an in-depth analysis of Native Americans in the history
and application of American constitutionalism, and a defiant challenge to
the basic assumptions upon which twentieth-century Indian jurisprudence
has been based.
The authors have chosen to organize their book in a way that makes it especially valuable as a resource or reference guide. That role is important because there really is no basic constitutional Indian law treatise. The preliminary
chapters of the book explore European Indian policy, the Articles of Confederation, and the relationship of Indian tribes to the three branches of the
federal government. The main body of the work considers the historical
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development of Constitutional clauses, the Constitutional amendments and,
finally, the status ofIndian tribes and the Constitution.
Tribes, Treaties, and Constitutional Tribulation directly confronts the difficulty- indeed, the authors suggest, impossibility-of maintaining an effective Indian policy after the end of treaty making. The authors argue most
effectively that "unless the treaty-making process is continued in some formal
manner, the treaty-making clause does not apply and there is no protection
under the Constitution for Indian tribes at all" (p. 70).
I urge readers interested not just in Indian law but also in American constitutionalism and constitutional history to read Tribes, Treaties, and Constitutionalism. As brilliantly perceptive as their Indian analysis may be, Deloria
and Wilkins give us many insightful lessons that reach beyond Native American issues. As the authors note at the conclusion of their introduction: "The
degree to which American Indian Nations and Indian persons have or have not
received recognition and protection from the u.s. Constitution is, in large
measure, an accurate gauge of the capability of the Constitution to meet the
needs of American society" (p. xi).
Rennard Strickland
Dean and Philip H. Knight Professor of Law
University of Oregon

Termination Revisited: American Indians on the Trail to Self-Determination,
1933-1955. By Kenneth R. Philp. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999.
xv + 247 pp. 25 halftones, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth, ISBN
0-8°3 2-37 23-5. )
While some American Indians battled Axis forces overseas and others on
the home front helped to manufacture the materiel to wage World War II,
voices arose in Congress and among the nation's bureaucrats calling for an
end to federal guardianship over Native Americans. Kenneth Philp's Termi-

nation Revisited: American Indians on the Trail to Self-Determination, 19331955 traces with precision the emergence and ultimate demise of"termination"
as federal Indian policy. In so doing, he inevitably revisits material and reasserts
conclusions previously offered by other scholars such as Don Fixico, but his
detailed and extensive investigation illuminates the complex interplay among
Washington bureaucrats, congressional representatives, White House officials, and pan-Indian organizations in fashioning postwar Indian policy.
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Termination, writes Philp, was intended to end "colonial rule by the Indian Bureau" and extend to Native Americans the right of self-determination
(p. xii). The definition of "self-determination," however, varied widely. To
New Dealers, it implied the Indians' right to an existence as distinctly independent municipalities protected by federal authority, and the right to decide
individually which course to pursue-assimilation into the mainstream or
retention of tribal culture and values. The postwar conservative consensus
preferred Indians emancipated from federal guardianship, placed under state
jurisdiction, and sustaining themselves in a manner consistent with American concepts of individualism and capitalism in a conformist national setting. To Indians themselves, Philp notes, termination and self-determination
promised "different things to different groups," although generally expressed
was their shared opposition to a melting pot concept (p. xi).
Philp charts the role played by the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) to promote the Indians' perspective, and he argues that the organization's spokespersons comprised a forceful, new Indian leadership.
Despite the NCAI voice, termination as federal policy ignored Indian definitions and unequivocally reflected the paternalistic posturing so common to
Washington's historic relationship with Native Americans. The movement
was purportedly for Indians but without Indian control.
Philp correctly portrays Commissioner ofIndian Affairs Dillon Myer as a
man determined to move Indians into mainstream society without much
regard for conflicting Indian preferences or degrees of tribal acculturation,
and he presents Myer's leadership as complicated by uncertain methods to
attain assimilation and compromised by his idea that "all Americans should
be alike" (p. 168). Moreover, Philp's effective use ofNCAI records moves the
book toward the "Indian-centered" perspective he wished to present. By its
own admission, the NCAI did not speak for all Indians and typically reflected
the attitudes of those most acculturated.
Regrettably absent in this work, however, is a greater diversity of Indian
opinions and responses to Washington's postwar direction. Disappointing,
too, is the limited attention to state governments anticipating the assumption
of jurisdiction over Native Americans and the increased financial burdens
those states would confront. Tennination Revisited nonetheless reveals the
intensity and complexity of forming federal Indian policy in mid-twentiethcentury America and is a solid addition to the field of Indian studies.
Kenneth William Townsend
Coastal Carolina University
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Collecting Native America, 1870-1960. Edited by Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail, foreword by William C. Sturtevant. (Washington, D.G.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999- vi + 298 pp. 55 halftones, bibliography, index.

$45.00 cloth,

ISBN

1-56098-815-0.)

For many collectors, after the thrill of the acquisitions chase is over, there
comes the important query of where their collections will go. Will they be
dispersed via auction or sale, or will they be housed, intact, in an institution
devoted to similar materials, perhaps even bearing the collector's name? For
most of the collectors profiled in Shepard Krech III and Barbara Hail's book,
Collecting Native America, 1870-1960, the answer was not difficult to supply:
they simply built their own museums. All feared that Native Americans and
their culture would soon disappear and thus it became their obligation to
preserve the art and artifacts for future generations of Americans.
First presented at the conference, "Collectors /Museum Founders and
American Indians," held at the Smithsonian Institution in 1995, the nine chapters profiling eleven collectors try to answer the basic question: What in each
collector's background led him or her to specialize in Native American culture? Curators who now deal with these collections commented on the guidance collectors received from experts in the field, how much information
collectors recorded about individual pieces, what they noted on provenance
and how they limited the scope of their collecting.
For a George Heye, a Phoebe Hearst, a Clara Sears, or a Rudolf Haffenreffer, cost was not a major hindrance. They could purchase any single object or an entire collection ifthey wanted. Once an interest had gone beyond
being a hobby for them, they devoted their energies and fortunes to establishing museums. Sears and Haffenreffer began their museums on property they
owned, and Hearst expanded the Museum ofAnthropology at the University
of California in Berkeley, while Mr. Heye's collections became the Museum
of the American Indian. While these individuals collected and foundedmuseums, they also supported various scholars and expeditions, representing
what might be called the philanthropic collectors.
Not all of the collectors described possessed great wealth. Molly Lee refers to Sheldon Jackson as part of another group, "the resident/returnee collectors, some of whom were missionaries"(p. 27)' As missionaries ventured
forth from Europe and America to the rest of the world, they often collected
examples of religious or ceremonial art from the indigenous people they were
trying to convert, both preserving that art and destroying its power. Such items
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were usually sent home so that future missionaries would have a sense of the
cultures they encountered, but Jackson followed that phase of collecting with
another: he encouraged indigenous artists to continue creating masks, rattles,
and other objects for sale to tourists and to support his mission work.
While Sheldon Jackson's work was aimed at changing traditional belief
systems, Mary Cabot Wheelwright and Ernest Thompson Seton were among
those who devoted their efforts to preserving and understanding Native American culture. They, as Nancy J. Parezo and Karl A. Hoerig write, were "educational collectors" (pp. 2°5-6). Wheelwright worked with Hosteen Klah to
preserve Navajo traditions while Seton and his wife fostered cross-cultural
understanding through their Woodcraft Indians program using their collection of artifacts.
Whether termed missionary, philanthropic, or educational collectors, each
of these eleven people (others discussed are David McCord, Charles Lummis,
and Francis and Mary Crane) sought to share the artifacts they assembled and
their knowledge with the general public. Their collections were not intended
to be personal cabinets of curiosities restricted to visits by a select few. As
museum directors, they encouraged the public to visit, often staging events
like the pageants organized at Clara Sears's Fruitlands American Indian Museum or Rudolf Haffenreffer's Mount Hope Farm to emphasize the welcome
(pp. 121-26, 187-9°). Although they apparently did not always record as much
information as present-day museum practice expects and on occasion may
have mingled less than authentic pieces among more genuine works, their
motives were still generous and their legacies important.
The anthology is a fascinating, well-written study of collecting. The only
flaw is the poor reproduction of many of the black-and-white illustrations,
which are often blurry and indistinct.
Moira F. Harris

St. Paul, Minnesota

World War II and the American Indian. By Kenneth William Townsend. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000. x + 272 pp. Halftones,
notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2038-4.)
Crossing the Pond: The Native American Effort in World War II. By Jere' Bishop Franco. War and the Southwest Series, no. 7. (Denton: University of
North Texas Press, 1999. xvii + 232 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index,

$29·95 cloth, ISBN 1-57441-065-2.)
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World War II holds special importance for American Indians. During the
conflict, a sizeable number of Indian men and women left reservations to
enter the military or to perform war jobs. In so doing, they worked beside
non-Indians and experienced lifestyles vastly different from those they previously knew. Perhaps more importantly, Indians' migration to urban areas
continued into the postwar era. Alison Bernstein's American Indians and

World War II (1991) first examined these and other themes. The two volumes
reviewed below supplement Bernstein's pioneer effort.
Townsend's study starts with a background chapter on Indian affairs from
the 1920S to the outbreak of war. He follows with a chapter on Nazi attempts
to propagandize Indians through the American Indian Federation, a bitterly
antigovernment group. In one of the better passages, Townsend discusses
southern Indians' long struggle to avoid being classified as Blacks by state
Selective Service officials. Townsend later argues that Whites had a long tradition of integrating Indians into society, but Blacks faced a very different set
of attitudes.
Townsend's chapters on Indians' military experiences and home-front activities form the heart of the book. His discussion of military participation is
largely anecdotal and emphasizes Indians' bravery and successful integration
into White units. The Indians' extraordinary contributions to the home front,
Townsend suggests, were a microcosm of the general public's activities, but
Indians suffered more from funding cuts and dislocations than did Whites.
Townsend tends to attribute more importance to Indian Commissioner
John Collier and the Bureau of Indian Affairs than is warranted, but he correctly asserts that the commissioner's propaganda about Indians' contributions misled Congress into assuming that the Indians wanted assimilation.
Collier, in other words, sowed the seeds for postwar termination, a development that he bitterly opposed.
Although Franco's Crossing the Pond sometimes parallels Townsend's study,
her organization and coverage are surprisingly different. Instead of a background chapter, for example, Franco launches immediately into the Nazis'
propaganda campaign. In addition to abundant research in hard-core primary
sources, Franco adopts a rather critical stance in discussing the impact of the
war on Indians. She emphasizes that the registration and drafting of Indians
were much more complicated and difficult than indicated by previous writers. She also strongly questions the government's use of Indians' natural resources during the war. Like Townsend, Franco sees a strong link between
Collier's propaganda and postwar termination policies.
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The highlight of Franco's book is her chapter on the Santa Fe Indian Club.
A recreational group formed before the war for boarding-school students, the
organization began sending gift packages and newsletters to members in the
military and corresponding with those serving around the world after 1941.
Although Franco evidently did not see one of two collections of members'
letters, she reveals the elusive "voice of the Indian" and successfully profiles
attitudes of former students toward the war.
Although these books are worthwhile, both suffer from factual errors and
related problems. Townsend, for example, incorrectly identifies Senator Burton K. Wheeler as coauthor of the original Wheeler-Howard bill when he
merely sponsored the legislation. Franco identifies Paul McNutt as "Paul
McNitt," and, closer to home, she misspells this reviewer's name in the bibliography. Grammatical. problems occasionally mar Franco's text, and she
seems confused over congressional procedures. Clearly, her publisher needed
to provide better editorial support.
Donald L. Pannan
Purdue University

Riders of the West: Portraits from Indian Rodeo. By Peter Iverson, photographs
by Linda MacCannell, foreword by Carolyn O. Buffalo. (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 1999. xxi + 120 pp. 70 duotones, 2 maps, glossary, bibliography, notes, index, $24-95 paper, ISBN 0-295-97786-8.)
Native Americans have been participating in the sport of rodeo for more
than a century, yet most casual fans probably would be hard pressed to name
a single Indian contestant. Only one, Nez Perce bronc rider Jackson Sundown,
occupies a hallowed place in the Rodeo Hall of Fame of the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. Sundown, however,
was not the only Native American to compete successfully at the Pendleton
Roundup, Cheyenne Frontier Days, and other prestigious western rodeos.
While paying just tribute to these Indian champions, historian Peter Iverson and photographer Linda MacCannell are more interested in portraying
rodeo's role in Native cultural survival than in celebrating individual arena
victories. In many communities, Indian rodeo has not only become an overarching expression of community and family pride but also a vehicle to help
reinforce traditional values against an ever-present backdrop of adversity and
change.
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The roots of rodeo in Native communities in the United States and Canada date to the early twentieth century when the sport began to take hold
throughout the North American West. Given their historical relationship
with horses and their expertise as riders, many Indians were understandably
drawn to rodeo competition as a means of demonstrating their equestrian
skills and gaining personal recognition. Along the way, Indian rodeos evolved
organizationally much as they did in non-Indian communities. By the late
i950s, for example, a formal association representing Indian cowboys had
developed, as had several regional rodeo associations, which produced events
in the United States and Canada.
Entertaining, informative, and beautifully presented, this aptly titled volume is not simply a well-illustrated historical narrative or an attractive "picture" book, but rather a successful collaboration that melds text and imagery
with unusual balance, sensitivity, and cohesiveness. Drawing upon his previous work, When Indians Became Cowboys, Iverson's briskly moving narrative
surrounds the photographer's crisp images with important historical perspective and essential context. MacCannell's photographs, on the other hand, lend
to the subject humanity and emotion that words alone cannot always convey.
Full of proud, confident faces, her individual and group portraits are particularly striking and not only capture the essence ofIndian rodeo but also
the continuing power of cowboy mythology to help weld Native communities together to face an uncertain future.

B. Byron Price
University of Oklahoma

El Delirio: The Santa

1'e World of Elizabeth White.

By George Stark and

Catherine Rayne, edited by Jo Ann Baldinger. (Santa Fe: SAR Press, 1998. x

+ 149 pp. 96 halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 093345 2 -5 2 -7.)
In 1979 I was honored to receive a Weatherhead Fellowship from the
School of American Research (SAR). SAR is a world-renowned research
center in the heart of Santa Fe, where scholars can live for a year to concentrate on research projects. The campus is magnificent, eclectic, and intriguing, graced by old adobe structures, wooden vigas, beehive ovens, flagstone
walks, trees, and a cemetery for several dogs. I lived in the SAR's first apartment while I wrote my dissertation on Navajo art. The oldest building on the
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estate, it had an odd shape and boasted more character than any place in
which I had lived before or have lived since. I have always wanted to know
more about the unique and special structure, and the people, Martha and
Elizabeth White, who designed it. I was sure that the Whites were as intriguing as their home.
Imagine my delight when I opened El Deliria: The Santa Fe Warld afElizabeth White to see the first photograph, "Martha and Elizabeth White on the
portal of the original house at 660 Garcia Street, ca 1925" (p. x). The image
showed myoId apartment, while, in the next few pages, the authors, freelance writer Gregor Stark and E. Catherine Rayne, a lifelong companion to
Elizabeth White, answered my questions about the estate's history. They also
answered my questions about the owners in a series of highly readable and
interesting topical chapters. El Deliria is an excellent biography of Elizabeth
White and her sister, individuals who have long deserved a well-researched
account of their eventful lives.
They were among a number of intriguing, wealthy women who came to
the Southwest in the 1920S to find a sense of place. Elizabeth White (18781972) was a political activist who worked to defend Indian rights to land, water,
and health care. She was also a patron and promoter of Indian art and an
educator, and helped build many local institutions and national organizations.
Innovative in marketing and exhibit techniques, her conceptions ofIndian art
laid the foundation for the Indian Arts and Crafts Board in the 1930s.

El Deliria, however, is more than a biography of an individual and her
home. It also includes glimpses of the anthropologists, artists, writers, painters, reformers, intellectuals, Indians, and politicians that made Santa Fe famous. Extremely well-researched, engaging, and richly illustrated with many
previously unpublished photographs, El Deliria provides readers with a feel
for the world of the Whites and their friends. Stark frames this world with a
highly insightful analysis of the political and cultural dimensions of the times.
I highly recommend this book to anyone interested in regional history and
the history of philanthropists working with Indians.
Nancy

J. Parezo

University ofArizona
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Out ofthe Black Patch: The Autobiography ofEffie Marquess Cannack, Folk
Musician, Artist, and Writer. Edited by Noel A. Carmack and Karen Lynn
Davidson. Life Writings of Frontier Women Series, vol. 4- (Logan: Utah State
University Press, 1999. xviii + 398 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-87421-279-0.)
This engaging autobiography about Effie Carmack is the fourth volume
in the Utah State University Press series, Life Writings of Frontier Women.
Effie Carmack was born in 1885 in south-central Kentucky, in the region
called the "Black Patch" for a dark-colored variety of tobacco grown there.
Duri'ng her eighty-eight years, Carmack remained connected to her rural
southern homeland despite having lived much of her life in Arizona, Utah,
and Atascadero, California, where she died in 1974- As she reached her midsixties, she began an account of her life for her children and grandchildren,
demonstrating considerable ability as a writer and storyteller. She had already
gained satisfaction and recognition as a painter, musician, and collector of
folk songs. Recordings of her performances reside at Utah State and in the
Archive of American Folk Song at the Library of Congress.
Although Carmack intended her autobiography as a legacy to her descendants, Latter-day Saint historian Maureen Ursenbach Beecher recognized its
additional value for the history of the Mormons and of American women.
First, Carmack, her parents, and her siblings were converted to the Mormon
faith while living in Kentucky, and she discusses the appeal of the Mormon
message to her family as well as the persecution that Mormon missionaries
suffered as they proselytized in the South. Second, because Effie lived through
much of the twentieth century, her writings expand the story of Mormon
women pioneers beyond nineteenth-century frontier Utah to other locations
and times.
Readers less interested in the history of the Latter-day Saints will also find
Carmack's autobiography worthwhile. Scholars of folk music will welcome
her catalog of folk songs, which is presented in an appendix. In addition she
provides considerable information about herbal remedies and about food
preparation in rural Kentucky. Her detailed descriptions of women's work
begin with the efforts of her mother, who died when Carmack was thirteen,
and extends through her own challenges to raise eight children on limited
means. The struggle for financial stability, the high degree of mobility, and
the tragic loss of family members are important themes in Carmack's work
as is the immense significance of family and community ties. Hers is also the
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story of a woman finding her own identity through art and music despite the
overwhelming demands of marriage and motherhood.
Karen Lynn Davidson, a former professor of English at Brigham Young
University, and Noel Carmack, the author's great-grandson and a preservation librarian at Utah State University, skillfully prepared the work for publication. Much of their research was genealogical, though they also sought
to authenticate Effie's statements about encounters with historical personages and events. The maps and photographs are welcome additions to this
appealing narrative.
Cheryl

J.

Foote

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Bone Deep in Landscape: Writing, Reading, and Place. By Mary Clearman
Blew. Literature of the American West, vol. 5. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1999. x + 197 pp. Halftones, bibliography. $22.95 cloth,

ISBN 0-

8061-3177-2 .)
"Stories are a way of explaining the inexplicable, of giving shape to that
which has no shape, meaning to that which eludes meaning," writes Mary
Clearman Blew in Bone Deep in Landscape (p. 53). In the thirteen essays
that make up this collection, Clearman Blew· examines the American West
through stories from her family's homesteading history and from her own
childhood on the rural frontier in north-central Montana. Whether she is
writing about the work of Montana's pioneering women writers, B. M. Bower,
Mildred Walker, and Dorothy M. Johnson, or about the lives of her own
daughters, Clearman Blew's essays give shape to the myths and realities of
the American West.
The book's opening essay, "The Art of Memoir," is about quilting, an apt
metaphor for Clearman Blew's writing: "[B]e a saver of fabric. Treasure the
smallest scraps, from the maternity dress you have just sewn for your oldest
daughter, from the Halloween coshune you cobbled together for your youngest, from the unfaded inside hems of worn-out clothing or the cotton left over
from other quilts" (p. 3). From just such scraps of history, memoir, literary
criticism, and geography Clearman Blew discerns patterns that reveal the
nature of the West.
In "Local Legend," for instance, she examines changing cultural values
through the story of her great-uncle Theo, whose wife died suddenly, leaving

346 ->

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 77, NUMBER

3

him with four small children at the height ofspring planting. Tobe, the youngest child, refused to be separated from her father: "And so-what was he to
do with a sobbing child hanging on his leg, when he had to finish his spring
seeding- Theo took Tobe with him to the field .... He seeded that whole
hundred and sixty acres below the butte that spring, drove six head of horses
and worked the drills with that kid on his lap - but that's my father's voice,
telling about a man who spoiled his daughter" (pp. 51-52).
Her father, Clearman Blew realizes, told the story from "a place where loss
was a daily risk, an excess of emotion was a danger to everyone" (p. 51). For
her, the point of the story is exactly the opposite, the redemptive strength of
Theo's kindness: "The man on the iron seat of the drill has his hands full of
lines and his head turned to watch his drilling pattern. Tonight his neck will
ache. The little girl on his lap has her thumb in her mouth and her head on
his shoulder. ... [H]e cradles her as best he can, and they ride in their cycle
at the slow pace of horses in this exact place, in a story about a grieving child
and a father who would not leave her to cry by herself" (p. 52).
Susan f. Tweit
Salida, Colorado

The Nature of Cities: Ecocriticism and Urban Environments. Edited by
Michael Bennett and David W. Teague. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press,

1999· vi + 311 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-8165-1947-1, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-1949-8.)
This volume is a valuable contribution to evolving theories about the environmental movement and cultural criticism relationships. The thirteen
essays are organized into five major sections: Urban Nature Writing; City
Parks; Urban "Wilderness"; Ecofeminism and the City; and Theorizing Urban Space. The purpose of the book is to enable scholars and urban theorists
to gain a deeper understanding of the nature of cities by examining ecocriticism from a variety of perspectives including cultural analysis, literary criticism, and environmental anthologies. The volume editors begin by outlining
the book's five major themes and describing how each essay contributes to
their development. The initial section concludes with a reflection on the
editors' roots in rural settings, which were transformed by moving to the
city. This reference is valuable to western and southwestern scholars in the
West and Southwest, where environmental "actions" will occur around water
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allocation, urban growth management, and access to public lands and landuse disputes.
The first section, "Urban Nature Writing," draws attention to the ways in
which poetry and prose are transformed when the focus is the city. Section
2, "City Parks," draws the reader's attention to how natural settings are consciously planned to create urban environments, and reflects on the ways that
parks contribute to relief from urban intensity. Section 4 sheds light on the
ways that conventional references to urban "wilderness" are misconstrued
and racist. These insights are particularly important to scholars in the Southwest where race and class are often disguised in debates about environmental protection. Section 6 on ecofeminism provides a unique review ofthe way
feminist writing contributes to ecological arguments for voice and gender in
defining environmental values. The final section keys on the question about
how we understand the nature of cities and urban ecology. The authors use
film and science fiction to illuminate our understanding about nature in the
city of the future.
The book's most important contribution to environmental values comes at
the end of section 1 in an interview with Andrew Ross, director ofthe Programs
in American Studies at New York University, who points out fundamental contradictions about our assumption that technology will solve environmental
dilemmas. Ross observes that each computer requires about nineteen tons of
energy and material while each automobile requires about twenty-five tons of
energy and material; they are roughly eqilivalent. Adding in the ecological
costs of computer production-water pollution, toxins, industrial contamination, air pollution, and risk to worker health - one must wonder about the ecological basis of the future toward which we are so eagerly rushing!
This is a book worth reading for western and southwestern scholars interested in urban ecology and environmental affairs. Ecocriticism is a growing
field and no longer easy or comfortable to ignore.
James R. Richardson
University of New Mexico

Sedentism and Mobility in a Social Landscape: Mesa Verde and Beyond. By
Mark D. Varien. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1999· xvi + 276 pp.
Halftones, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN
0-8165-19°4-8.)
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In this volume, author Mark Varien addresses the issue of settlement mobility- that is, the process by which communities become abandoned in one
area and re-established in another. He rightly argues that sedentism and mobility coupled with site abandonment and site development are best seen as
complementary. These processes are also fundamentally social in nature,
occurring in a social context ofland tenure and the organization oflabor for
production and distribution both within and between communities.
The first chapters review the anthropological and archaeological literature
regarding sedentism and mobility at the level of the household, community,
and region. Analysis of prehistoric mobility at these different scales involves
different data. For example, household mobility is measured by the length of
site occupation and evaluated by cooking potsherd density. Communities are
defined here as a group of individuals engaged in face-to-face interaction on
a regular basis and who share access to the same resources. The mobility of
communities within a locality (a small region) is evaluated by examining the
method and timing of (pit) structure abandonment. Movement of whole
communities is evaluated by examining the chronology, distribution, and
location of community centers (settlement clusters that exhibit public architecture) using GIS technology to incorporate elevation and physiography.
Nearly ten thousand previous tree-ring dates are synthesized to create a precise chronology of site use and abandonment within the region.
These data are used to reconstruct changes in land tenure that occurred
over time in the Mesa Verde region of southern Colorado. Varien argues that
land-tenure systems can be reconstructed from evidence regarding the frequency of residential movement including the abandonment and rebuilding
of houses and communities on a landscape. He particularly emphasizes the
role of abandoned settlements as symbolic claims to both land and resources
by descendant populations. In this way he argues for the primacy of social
relationships and social factors in structuring land use.
Much of the detailed analyses synthesized here were made possible by
data generated by the Dolores Archaeological Program and by the Crow
Canyon Archaeological Center. Years of research by numerous individuals
associated with these projects have contributed extensive background information on paleoclimate, chronology, and site distributions within this region,
and field and laboratory data from a great number of comparably and thoroughly excavated sites, most of which date from roughly A.D. 850 to 13°°.'
Varien's work is made possible by and further contributes to this remarkable regional dataset. Archaeologists who work elsewhere in the Southwest
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will be particularly interested in Varien's general ideas and arguments regarding sedentism mobility and land use. They will also be interested in the innovative combination of methods that he employs in his reconstruction of
prehistoric land-tenure systems for addressing these same general problems
elsewhere. Archaeologists who work in the early farming communities ofthe
eastern United States and Neolithic Europe have also long been interested
in these general ideas of site longevity and abandonment, community mobility, and regional land use. They will find Varien's arguments useful as well.
Alison Rautman
Michigan State University

If They Don't Bring Their Women Here: Chinese Female Immigration Before
Exclusion. By George Anthony Peffer. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
1999. xv + 164 pp. Tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-2520-2469-9, $17.95 paper, ISBN 0-2520-6777-0.)
Until George A. Peffer's pioneering work, most historians have failed to
acknowledge the significance of the Page Law of 1875 in restricting Chinese
immigration to the United States. Seven years before the outright exclusion
of Chinese labor, the U.S. Congress made the first attempt to curb the growth
of the Chinese population in this country by bringing forth "An Act Supplementary to the Acts in Relation to Immigration." As commonly called in honor
of the initial sponsor of the bill, Congressman Horace Page from California,
the Page Law prohibited the importation of Chinese women for the purpose
of prostitution. Despite its moral argument and legal limitation, this discriminatory statute intended to call for the maximum federal power against an
entire ethnic group and paved the way for two dozen more pieces of antiChinese legislation in the next three decades.
Without the illusion of being comprehensive, this short monograph focuses on the impact of the Page Law on female Chinese immigrants and the
Chinese community at large in the pre-exclusion era from 1875 to 1882. During these years all female Chinese immigrants, not just prostitutes, painfully
encountered government harassment, media attack, and public hostility. Since
every woman from China was suspected of engaging in the business of prostitution, corrupt U.S. consuls, inimical customs agents, and biased federal
judges overzealously enforced the law by preventing most female Chinese
immigrants from entering the United States. A federal judge once admitted
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that he could tolerate Chinese immigration "if they don't bring their women
here" (p. 113)' Even the wives and daughters of many Chinese laborers already living in America faced constant threats of deportation if they were
unable to prove their status as legal residents. A number of well-documented
habeas corpus cases in California and of brief biographies of Sinophobic
consular officials in Hong Kong demonstrate how administrative agencies
and federal courts successfully reduced the number of Chinese women in
the United States. According to Peffer, the Page Law, instead of the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, marked the end of free Chinese immigration to the
United States in the nineteenth century.
More significant was that this gender-specific exclusion prolonged the
instability of the Chinese community by reinforcing internal constraints. In
the first three decades after the California gold rush, the Chinese community
in the United States remained overwhelmingly male. The absence ofwomen
hampered the building of a normal society. Although the female population
increased slowly and steadily, the Page Law suddenly reversed such a trend
by restricting not only the entry of prostitutes but also the development of
families. By comparing Chinese communities in America, Australia, Hawaii,
and Southeast Asia, Peffer convincingly argues that the Page Law, not the
sojourner mentality, helped perpetuate the gender imbalance in the Chinese
American population for another century and consequently led to a socially
dysfunctional ethnic society. "Ultimately," states the author, "the Page Law
of 1875 explains why Chinese American history followed the pattern of neither Chinese immigrant communities in other parts of the world nor sojourning groups of different ethnic heritage" (p. 113)' This book will encourage
people to reconceptualize the periods of Chinese immigration and reinterpret Chinese American experiences. However, a few illustrations could make
the book more attractive for classroom adoption.
Liping Zhu
Eastern Washington University

Reconstructing Ancient Maya Diet. Edited by Christine D. White. (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 1999. xxvii + 260 pp. Halftones, map, tables,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87480-602-X.)
The twelve articles in this book attempt to illuminate Maya dietary practice in the past. The temporal range considered in this volume spans the Pre-
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classic through the Historical periods, and the geographical range primarily
consists of Maya sites in the tropical lowlands of Guatemala, Belize, and
Honduras. This range contains ecological variation-from islands and the
coastal plain to mountain valleys. The goal of this volume is to understand
dietary patterns across these temporal and geographical/ecological ranges.
Toward this end, many methods are represented. These include ethnosemantics, paleoethnobotany, zooarchaeology, paleopathology, and osteological chemistry.
The volume contains three sections. The first section considers botanical
and faunal resources available for Mayan consumption. The plant and animal
remains are given equal representation - two chapters each. The second section considers general nutritional status through an exploration of the nutritional stresses as displayed by human remains. The five chapters in this section
rely heavily on analyses of stature and dental pathology. The third, and final,
section ties the previous two together by analyzing the chemical structure of
Maya skeletal remains. These analyses show the relative concentrations of
plant and animal in the Maya diet through distinct chemical markers in bone.
So, why should we care about diet reconstruction? Christine D. White argues in the introduction that diet reconstruction addresses four new archaeological paradigms: (1) spatial variation is as fundamental to social analysis as
is temporal variation; (2) bottom-up analyses ofsocieties are preferable totopdown analyses; (3) more social complexity exists in societies (in the past) than
has previously been attributed to them; and (4) ideological aspects of social
life are as important to understanding societies as are the material aspects (pp.
xiii-xv).
The juxtaposition of three areas of research stems from a desire to approach
better an understanding of Ancient Maya diet through triangulation. The
multiple methods used in different temporal and geographic contexts help
develop a general picture of Maya cuisine. The general picture painted by
this volume's articles most strongly addresses the first three archaeological
concerns described above. A strong sense of spatial as well as temporal variation in Maya diet is imparted. Also, the concern for commoner diet looks
towards the bottom-up perspective. In a related issue, the attention paid to
commoner diet also brings social complexity into relief. On the other hand,
the fourth concern, ideological aspects, is only strongly addressed by one
chapter, Scott Atran's review of modern Itzaj Maya ethnobotany.
However, the different methods are used in different sites at different periods. Therefore, the triangulation is more apparent than real. The volume
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would have benefited by including, in each of the three sections, an article
based on one site from one period. Such an article would have shown how all
of the pieces fit together into a unified whole and where the different methods
reveal contradictory findings. Otherwise, I thoroughly enjoyed this volume and
believe it would be useful to Mayanists and nutritional anthropologists alike.
Cameron Adams
University of Georgia

Western Amerykanski: Polish Poster Art and the Western. Edited by Kevin
Mulroy. (Seattle: University ofWashington Press, 1999. x + 229 pp. Halftones,
color plates, bibliography, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-295-97812-0, $4°.00
paper, 0-295-97813-9.)
Most everyone has seen Tomasz Sarnecki's 1989 Solidarity poster showing
Gary Cooper's sheriff in High Noon (1952) boldly stepping forward to do what
a man's gotta do- but he is armed with a ballot, not a sixgun. Perhaps few
have reflected on the veiled meaning of that image in context, since High
Noon was a bitter condemnation of the McCarthyite anticommunist hysteria that swept Hollywood in the late 1940s. And perhaps fewer have thought
about why a Polish artist would resort to imagery of the American West in
making the case for Solidarity or why other Poles would respond to it.
This splendid book, copublished with the Autry Museum ofWestern Heritage in Los Angeles, provides the answers. Western Amerykanski consists of
three essays and a fascinating array of posters, all superbly reproduced. Students of western film and western art, of course, will want to own the book.
But it has a broader value, for it compellingly documents the global appeal
of the American western myth, while establishing the myth as a source for
artistic inspiration without borders and an opportunity for often sardonic comment on the values it enshrines.
The opening essay by Edward Buscombe and Kevin Mulroy contextualizes
the Poiish posters within a European tradition of representations of the American West, proving that America's frontier past, as projected in movies, is subject to myriad interpretations that provide distinctive national takes on what is
peculiarly American about America. They are, in that sense, exceptionalist
homages to American exceptional ism. The Polish take, as explained by Frank
Fox in the book's centerpiece essay, is especially intriguing: an Eastern bloc
nation, with long ties through emigration to the United States, an apprecia-
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tion of its emphasis on individual opportunity but grave reservations about its
role as a Western imperial power. Since the western film was such a distinctive American expression, it seemed the key to unlocking the American psyche
and exposing the good, the bad, and the ugly. In the face of state censorship,
Polish poster artists managed the delicate high-wire act ofcelebrating America,
criticizing America, and commenting on Poland's past and its subjugated
present. The informative essay by Mariusz Knorowski, translated from the
Polish by Aneta Zebala, reaches a different conclusion. Fox accepts the enduring appeal of the western myth, while Knorowski establishes the heyday
of Polish poster art (1947-1965), links it to the Western's own glory years, and
then traces their mutual decline. He argues that with the downfall of Communism and the westernization of the former Soviet bloc countries, the West's
mythic lustre has faded even as the once endlessly inventive school of Polish
poster art has been reduced to insignificance.
Not everyone of the posters illustrated in Western Amerykanski is an artistic triumph, and some provide no inkling of what a given movie is about.
However, the best are aesthetically brilliant and, even while subverting an
advertising vehicle into a form of political commentary, ingenious conveyances of the movie's theme. Taken together, these Polish posters affirm the
Old West's astonishing appeal, and the Autry Museum's wisdom in collecting them.
Brian W. Dippie

University of Victoria,

Be

Tombstone, A. T.: A History ofEarly Mining, Milling, and Mayhem. By William B. Shillingberg. Western Lands and Water Series, vol. 19. (Spokane,
Wash.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1999. 400 pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $39.50 cloth, ISBN 0-87062-273-0.)
Like New Mexico's Lincoln County War, the shoot-out at (near) the OK
Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, is the stuff oflegends. Retold by journalists,
novelists, and Hollywood screen writers numerous times, the 26 October 1881
street fight between the three Earp brothers, aided by friend Doc Holliday,
and the Clantons and McLaurys has been embellished, stretched, hawked to
tourists, and revised over the century to fit each teller's point ofview. In recent
years a series of writers have researched the minute backgrounds of players
and places, in an attempt to turn legend into fact. Now comes William B.
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Shillingberg to get the facts and rescue a town that is "trapped in myth and
legend" (p. u).
Although Shillingberg's book is primarily about the events leading up to
and subsequent to the clash, he provides the context of early mining and town
building. Chapters 2-4 tell of Edward Schieffelin's mineral discovery, the
development of claims by his brother Al and Richard Gird, their mining and
milling efforts, and the establishment of the town. Those chapters also provide new material, including court files previously unused, to explain the
powerful role of Richard Gird, mining man extraordinaire. Gird, unlike many
prospector-discoverers, ensured that he and his partners, the Schieffelin brothers, profited greatly from their find.
A word of caution: despite its subtitle this is not a book about "mining and
milling." The author fails to develop fully the story of the mining district, and
the few descriptions of the evolving industry reveal a weak understanding of
milling and what was happening underground. Well-known sources-company reports and papers of mining men, especially the W. F. Staunton papers
at the University ofArizona-are lacking. Again, this book is obviously about
mayhem, not mining.
Shillingberg's history of the Earp era in Tombstone, 1879-1882, unfortunately competes with other new and more descriptive works on the topic.
Casey Tefertiller's Wyatt Earp: The Life Behind the Legend (1997), for example, exceeds the level of research and interpretation of events. While
Shillingberg is more conservative in his speculations (did Wyatt hold off a
Tombstone lynch mob?), Tefertiller is more convincing, though he is firmly
in the pro-Earp camp.
The book ends with the departure of the Earps and Holliday, the usual
quick review of the mining collapse and bust, and the fate ofkey players. Shillingberg, a CEO of a probate company, shows his skill as a researcher in the
many short biographies- based on probate documents-sprinkled throughout the text and in the epilogue.
Except for the poor reproduction of images (the photograph on p. 273 is
printed backwards), the Arthur H. Clark Company has produced another
quality volume in its Western Lands and Water Series. Shillingberg has provided a good overview of the Schieffelin-Gird operations and a reserved
chronicle ofviolence in this part ofArizona Territory, especially Tombstone's
legendary gunfight, retaliatory ambushes, and Wyatt Earp's vendetta ride.
Robert L. Spude
National Park Service, Santa Fe
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Jewish Stars in Texas: Rabbis and Their Work. By Hollace Ava Weiner, foreword by Jimmy Kessler. The Centennial Series ofthe Association of Former
Students, Texas A&M University, vol. 84. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1999. xxiv + 302 pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index.

$24-95 cloth,

ISBN

0-89096-900-0.)

Author Hollace Ava Weiner's volume offers a surprisingly detailed description of the lives of eleven rabbis who served Jewish congregations in
Texas from the 1870S through the 1970S' The large ma jority of the biographies
occur in ~he twentieth century. Geographically, they lived in every corner of
the state from El Paso to Brownsville and from Houston to Dallas. Some rabbis served congregations so small that one wonders at how their presence
could be sustained, while others, in more recent times, ministered quite large
congregations located in sophisticated urban settings.
The range ofsubject matter encompassed is quite broad. It covers the training of aspiring clergymen from their days in Central and Eastern Europe to
those who received their religious education in New York or Cincinnati. The
considerable detail of the rabbis' relations with their parishioners and stories
of how the earlier ones in particular adapted to cultural environments far
removed from the experiences of their own lives and training provide a fascinating account of adaptation, patience, and endurance.
Given Jewish history in the century covered by the volume, large issues
for Jews occupied no small amount oftheir energies. As in much of the American West, German Jewry and Reform Judaism dominated belief and practice in Texas. Such issues as the rise of Zionism, so unattractive and even
anathematic to many Reform Jews until the post-World War II period, brought
sharp differences between rabbis and congregations. The large Jewish immigration from Eastern Europe in the last decades of the nineteenth century
and the first decades of the twentieth directly affected Texas. For instance,
Galveston became, at least on a minor scale, an alternative to New York for
Jewish immigrants for a number of years. How to care for the newcomers
involved problems of social welfare ranging from feeding them to ending
prostitution among some of the newly arrived women.
The rabbis also had to deal with the non-Jewish community of which their
congregants formed only a tiny group, usually a good bit less than 1 percent
of the population. Since the Jewish population was often engaged in business
enterprise, problems could not remain hidden. Every public issue demanded a rabbinical response. The presence of the Ku Klux Klan, which was
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operating primarily in eastern Texas and was sometimes directly threatening
to Jews, posed questions of how to respond. At times the rabbis did so with a
spirit that approached heroism, given the small numbers of their communities and their own isolated personal circumstances.
Often, as a scholarly presence, they served not only as teachers to their
congregants but to the entire community in which they lived. Thus, Lubbock's Rabbi Alex Kline's love of art led to his becoming a powerful conduit
of information through his lectures. The rabbis'cultural standing even allowed them to achieve membership on the University of Texas's Board of
Regents.
At the very least, the volume adds to a growing bibliography ofliterature
on Jews and their significance in the history of the South and Southwest, a
body of research that appears in marked contrast to the paucity of their numbers. Because of the author's choice of subject matter, rabbis, the volume
departs from more general works by laying emphasis on religion rather than
on the economic factors that so often brought Jews (and others) to the West.
In so doing, she reveals a cultural dimension of American history at times
diminished by those historians who seek to emphasize the common ground
presented by the environment of the frontier. Although her Texas rabbis do
not participate in any startling rise to political prominence ofJews often seen
in other western states, their clerical status reveals a more subtle stratum of
cultural activity. Less obvious than high political office, it still reveals both a
political and moral presence. In going beyond the ordinary, this well-written
volume enriches an awareness of societal interaction and accommodation
that fulfills the deeper value of historical study.

Henry J. Tobias
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Book Notes

Adobe Walls: The History and Archeology of the 1874 Trading Post. By T.
Lindsay Baker and Billy R. Harrison, foreword by B. Byron Price. (1986; reprint, College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2002. xx + 413 pp. 108
halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 089096-243-x, $29·95 paper, ISBN 1-58544-176-7.)
Blood and Fire: La Violencia in Antioquia, Colombia, 1946-1953. Mary Roldan.
Latin America Otherwise Series: Languages, Empires, Nations. (Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 2002. xiii + 392 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $64.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-29°3-4, $21.95 paper,
ISBN

0-8223-2918-2.)

Divergent Modernities: Culture and Politics in Nineteenth-Century Latin
America. By Julio Ramos, translated by John D. Blanco, foreword by Jose
David Saldivar. Post-Contemporary Interventions and Latin America in Translation/En Traducci6nlEm Tradu<;ao Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2001. xvi + 328 pp. Appendixes, notes, index. $59.95 cloth, ISBN 0-

8223-1981-0, $19.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8223-1990-X.)

The Force of a Feather: The Search for a Lost Story of Slavery and Freedom.
By DeEtta Demaratus. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2002. xiv + 235
pp. Halftones, appendix, notes, bibliography. $27.95 cloth, ISBN 0-87480-714-X.)
Fort Robinson and the American Century, 1900-1948. ByThomas R. Buecker.
(Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 2002. xxviii + 214 pp. Halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN 09333°7-29-2.)
The Human Tradition in Colonial Latin America. Edited by Kenneth J. Andrien. The Human Tradition Around the World Series, vol. 5. (Wilmington,
Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2002. xviii + 321 pp. Halftones, maps, table, notes,
index. $65.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-8420-2887-0, $21.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8429-2888-9.)
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Images at War: Mexico from Columbus to Blade Runner (1492-2019). By Serge
Cruzinski, translated by Heather McLean. Latin America Otherwise Series:
Languages, Empires, Nations. (1990, originally published as La guerre des
images de Christophe Colomb a"Blade Runner" (1492-2019); Durham,N.C.:
Duke University Press, 2001. viii + 284 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth,

ISSN

0-8223-2653-1, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8223-2643-4.)

Late Innings: A Documentary History ofBaseball, 1945-1972. Compiled and
edited by Dean A. Sullivan. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2002. xxi
+ 299 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-8032-9285-6.)
Melting Pots and Rainbow Nations: Conversations about Differences in the
United States and South Africa. By Jacklyn Cock and Alison Bernstein. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002. ix + 241 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, ISBN 0-252-02715-9, $17.95 paper, ISBN 0-252-07027-5.)
Mesoamerica's Classic Heritage: Teotihuacan to the Aztecs. Edited by David
Carrasco, Lindsay Jones, and Scott Sessions. (Boulder: University of Colorado Press, 2000. xvii + 559 pp. 221 halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. h9.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-87-081-512-1.)

News of the Plains and Rockies, 18°3-1865: Volume 8, Cold Seekers, Other
Areas, 1858-1865 Cumulative Index for the Series. Compiled and annotated
by David A. White. News of the Plains and Rockies Series. (Spokane, Wash.:
Arthur H. Clark Co., 2001. 444 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, appendixes, notes,
cumulative index. h5.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87062-258-7.)
Sagwitch: Shoshone Chieftain, Momwn Elder, 1822-1887. By Scott R. Christensen, foreword by Brigham D. Madsen. (Logan: Utah State University Press,

1999. xv + 254 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, index. $36.95 cloth,
271-5, $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-87421-270-7.)

ISBN

0-87421-

Santos: Enduring Images of Northern New Mexican Village Churches. By
Marie Romero Cash. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1999. xv + 274
pp. Halftones, appendixes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-87081494-x .)
They Sang for Horses: The Impact of the Horse on Navajo and Apache Folklore. By La Verne Harrell Clark. (1966; reprint, Boulder: The University Press
of Colorado, 2001. xviii + 338 pp. 37 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $26.95 paper, ISBN 0-87081-496-6.)
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When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times ofa Mapuche Feminist. By Rosa
Isolde Reuque Paillalef, edited, translated, with an introduction by Florencia
E. Mallon. (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002. xii + 378 pp. 36 halftones,
glossary, notes, index. $59.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-2934-4, $19.95 paper, ISBN 08223-2962-X.)

Westward Expansion: A History ofthe American Frontier. By Ray Allen Billington and Martin Ridge. (1960; reprint, Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2001. xi + 444 pp. 42 maps, tables, index. $24-95 cloth, ISBN 08263-1981-5.)

News Notes

People
Dr. Frances Levine left her position as Assistant Dean ofAcademic Affairs for
Arts and Sciences at Santa Fe Community College to become the new Director of the Palace of the Governors as of July 2002.

Grants. Fellowships. and Awards
The Division of Education Programs of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) offers the 2002 Exemplary Education Projects. The grants,
typically of multiyear duration, allow educators to develop humanities curricula and materials and to disseminate humanities scholarship and teaching
practices. The NEH supports schoolteachers and college faculty in the United
States who wish to strengthen teaching and learning in history, literature, foreign languages and cultures, and other areas ofthe humanities. The NEH staff
urges consultation with program staff prior to submitting an application. The
application deadline is 15 October 2002. For additional information contact the
Division of Education Programs, National Endowment for the Humanities,
Room 302, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Washington, D.C., 2°5°6, call (202)
606-8380, or see the grant website: www.neh.gov/grants/grants.html.
The Carl Albert Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma seeks applicants for its Visiting Scholars Program, which
provides financial assistance to scholars conducting research in the Center's
archives. Awards of $500-$1,000 are normally granted as reimbursement for
travel and lodging. The Center's holdings include the papers of many distinguished members of Congress, and the collections also document government policy affecting agriculture, Native Americans, energy, foreign affairs,
the environment, the economy, and other areas. Most materials date from the
1920S to the 1970S. Applications are accepted at any time throughout the year.
The Center's collections are described on its website along with details regarding the application process: www.ou.edu/speciallalbertctrlarchives/.
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The Journal of Texas Music History is a new academic publication focusing
on Texas and southwestern music history. Published by the Center for Texas
Music History at Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, the Journal has featured articles on a variety of topics including the evolution of
southeast Texas Zydeco, Mexican American music in the Southwest, and
the influence of Jimmie Rodgers and other non-native Texans on Texas
music. The Journal also features essays highlighting musical archives and
museums throughout the Southwest. The Journal invites authors, book publishers, archivists, and museum curators to submit articles for publication.
Please address submission inquiries or manuscripts to Dr. Kathryn Ledbetter, Editor, Journal of Texas Music History, Department of History,
Southwest Texas State University, San Marcos, TX, 78666-4616. E-mail
inquires may be sent to KLll@swt.edu.

Latino Studies is a new peer-reviewed journal to be published three times a
year beginning in March 2003. The journal will encourage interdisciplinary
scholarship on local, national, and transnational realities that influence the
lived experiences of Latinas and Latinos in the United States. Latino Studies welcomes submissions of original research of no more than eight thousand words. In addition, the journal invites "reports from the field," short
essays (750-1,500 words) that describe and analyze local issues, struggles,
and debates affecting the Latino community. Latino Studies will also contain book reviews and essays on pedagogy. For more information or to submit material, please contact Suzanne Oboler, Editor, Latino Studies,
University of Illinois at Chicago, Latin American and Latino Studies Program (M/C 219), 601 South Morgan Street, U-H 1527, Chicago, IL, 60607,
e-mail: latstu@uic.edu.
Eastern National, a nonprofit educational service organization, offers the
Harold L. Peterson Award annually. The award carries a $1,000 honorarium
for the best scholarly, footnoted article on any aspect of U.S. military history.
Nominations for the award should cover articles published during the twelve
months before 30 June of each year and should be made by the editor or managing editor of the publication in which the article appeared. Please submit
four copies of each nominated article to the following address: Eastern National, Peterson Award Committee, 470 Maryland Drive, Suite 1, Fort Washington, PA, 19034. For more information, contact Bonnie Stetson at the
number above. The deadline for nominations is 15 October 2002.
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Archives, Exhibits, and Historic [Web) Sites
The Online Archive of New Mexico (OANM), a database of historical source
materials in New Mexico, is now available at http://eLibrary.unm.edu/
oanm. The database contains information on over one thousand archival
collections and materials covering more than four hundred years of New
Mexico history. The website database describes holdings at four major repositories: Center for Southwest Research, University of New Mexico General Library, Albuquerque; Fray Angelico Chavez History Library, Palace
of the Governors, Santa Fe; New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe; and RIO Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State
University Library, Las Cruces. The OANM provides detailed descriptions
of the materials in these collections along with four hundred facsimiles of
documents and photographs.
The National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque (NHCCA), New
Mexico, presents "New Mexican Hispanic Art," an exhibit celebrating the
diverse aesthetic paths of more than one hundred of New Mexico's best contemporary artists. The exhibit opens with a reception for the artists at 6:00 P.M.
on 13 September and runs through 5 January 2003. For more information,
contact the National Hispanic Cultural Center, (505) 246-2261 phone; or visit
the website: www.nhccnm.org.
The Albuquerque Museum presents "Fruitland Navajo Photographs" by John
Collier Jr. The photographs will be on display in the Museum Mezzanine
West Hallway from 20 October 2002-12 January 2003. The museum is located
at 2000 Mountain Road NW and is open Tuesday through Sunday, 9:00 A.M.5:00 P.M. For more information, contact the museum, (505) 243-7255 phone;
or visit the website: www.cabq.gov/museum.

The Museum of Spanish Colonial Art had its grand opening 21 July 2002. The
new museum continues the mission of the original Spanish Colonial Arts
Society founded by writer Mary Austin and artist Frank Applegate in 1925.
The collection preserves ;md perpetuates the Hispano Art forms that have
been produced in New Mexico and southern Colorado since Spain colonized
the region in 1598. With three thousand objects-including santos, textiles,
tinwork, silverwork, goldwork, ironwork, straw applique, and furniture-the
collections are the most comprehensive compilation of Spanish colonial art
of their kind. The museum is housed in a "Pueblo Revival" building designed
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by New Mexico architect John Gaw Meem. For more information, please
contact the Spanish Colonial Arts Society, Santa Fe, NM, 87502-5378, (505)
982-2226 phone, or visit the website: www.spanishcolonial.org.
The Museum of New Mexico presents "Arte Latino: Treasures from the
Smithsonian American Art Museum," an exhibit that highlights work by
artists influenced by their Latin American heritage. The presentation includes sixty-six rarely lent paintings, sculptures, and photographs dating from
1680 to the present. The exhibition runs 28 June through 22 September 2002.
For more information contact the Museum of New Mexico, 107 West Palace
Avenue, Santa Fe, NM, 875°5, (505) 476-5°64 phone, or visit the website:
www.museumofnewmexico.org/mfa/artelatino.
On 25 October 2002, the New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum
will unveil "The Inside Story on the Roadside View: Agriculture in the Lower
RIO Grande Valley," an exhibit that will help visitors better understand the
complexity and diversity of modern agriculture in this part of southern New
Mexico. The NMFRHM welcomes the general public and offers teacher kits
and curriculum packets to the educational community. For more information contact the NMFRHM, 4100 Dripping Springs Road, Las Cruces, NM,
88011, (505) 522-4100 phone.

Calendar of Events
1

September: Paper and panel submission deadline for the American Society

for Environmental History (ASEH) Annual Meeting entitled "Frontiers in
Environmental History: Mainstreaming the 'Marginal.'" The Meeting will
be held in Providence, Rhode Island, in March 2003. For more information,
contact Ravi Rajan, ASEH Program Committee Chair at the Department of
Environmental Studies, University of California, Santa Cruz, CA, 95°64, or
visit the ASEH website: www2.h-net.msu.edu/~environ/

September: The Rocky Mountain Interdisciplinary History Conference, an annual graduate student conference, will be held in Boulder, Colorado. For information please e-mail the conference organizers at
rmihc@ucsub.colorado.edu, or visit the website at http://www.colorado.edu/
Conferences/RMIHC.

20-21

26-29

September: The Plains Indian Museum of the Buffalo Bill Historical

Center in Cody, Wyoming, will host its Plains Indian Seminar. The confer-
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ence will address the theme, "Adversity and Renewal: Early Reservation Life
on the Plains, 1880-1930." For more information contact Lillian Turner, public programs coordinator, Buffalo Bill Historical Center, 720 Sheridan Avenue, Cody, WY, 82414, (307) 578-4028 phone or e-mail programs@bbhc.org.
1 October: Submission deadline for the 2003 OAH Frederick Jackson Turner
Award. The Organization of American Historians gives the award for an
author's first book on a significant phase ofAmerican history and also the press
that submits and publishes it. Each entry must be published during the period
1January 2002 through 31 December 2002. For more information please contact Susan M. Hartman, Department of History, 106 Dulles Hall, Ohio State
University, 230 West 17th Avenue, Columbus, OH, 43210, or visit the website:
www.oah.org.

1

October: Submission deadline for the 2003 Organization of American His-

tory's Ray Allen Billington Prize. The prize is given biennially by the Organization for the best book in American frontier history. Each entry must be
published during the two-year period 1January 2001 through 31 December
2002, and one copy of each entry must be received by each committee member by 1 October 2002. The author of the winning book will receive $1,000,
a certificate, and a medal. The publisher of the book will be honored with a
certificate of merit. The prize will be presented at the 2003 Annual Meeting
of the OAH in Memphis, Tennessee, 3-6 April. For more information contact Awards Coordinator, Organization of American Historians, 112 North
Bryan Avenue, Bloomington, IN, 474°8-4199, (812) 855-0696 phone, or see
the website: www.oah.org.

4-5 October: The New Mexico Historic Preservation Division's State Archaeologist and Western New Mexico University Museum presents the Ninth
Annual New Mexico Archaeology Fair. The Fair will be held in Gough Park
in Silver City and provides an opportunity for archaeologists to showcase
projects and activities in New Mexico and the greater Southwest New Mexico
area. For more information contact Cynthia Bettison, Western New Mexico
University Museum, Silver City, (505) 538-6386 phone, e-mail bettisonc@
iron.wnmu.edu, or see the Division's website: www.historicpres.state.nm.us.

8-13 October: National Preservation Conference will hold its annual conference in Cleveland, Ohio. For more information about the conference and
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sessions please contact the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, D.C., 20°36, (800) 944-6847 phone, or
visit the conference website: www.nthpconference.org.

October: The VIII Colloquia Internacional de EI Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro will be held at the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.
The theme of the colloquium is "Caminos sin Fronteras: Culture, Commerce, and Community on the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro." This year's
binational colloquium, now in its eighth year, is sponsored by the University
of New Mexico, the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the State of New Mexico in partnership with the Instituto Nacional de Antropologfa e Historia (INAH), Mexico. The suggested topics-as
they relate to the Camino Real- include history; other Caminos Reales; economic development in Mexico and the United States; historical trade; immigration issues; religion; women; land grants; towns and places; water issues;
and Native Americans. There is no registration fee. For more information
contact Dr. Joseph P. Sanchez, Chair, VIII Camino Real Coloquio Planning
Committee, Spanish Colonial Research Center, Zimmerman Library, Uni-

10-12

versity ofNew Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 87131, (505) 346-2890 phone, e-mail
Joseph_Sanchez@nps.govor SPCO_Administration@nps.gov, or to register
on-line, please visit the website: www.unm.edu/~caminos.
16-19

October: The Western History Association will hold its annual confer-

ence entitled "Western Roots and Migrations" in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The conference will be held at the Sheraton Hotel in Colorado
Springs. For reservations please call (800) 325-3535. For additional information, please contact the Western History Association, 1080 Mesa Vista Hall,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, 8713I-u81, (505) 277-5234
phone, (505) 277-5275 fax, or bye-mail at wha@unm.edu.
19-20

October: The New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum will

hold its fourth annual Cowboy Days festival in Las Cruces, New Mexico.
The activites will include demonstrations of roping, horsemanship, and blacksmithing. The festival also features the annual Adobe Ranch Cowboy Art
Show and Sale. For more information, call (505) 522-4100.

7-10 November: The Journal ofFilm and History presents a conference titled
"The American West(s) in Film, Television, and History" to be held in Kan-
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sas City, Kansas. For more information contact Peter C. Rollins, Popular Culture Center, RR 3 Box 80, Cleveland, OK, 74°20-9515; e-mail: rollinsspc@
aol.com; or website: www.filmandhistory.org.

15-17 November: The Washita Battlefield National Historic Site will hold the
Washita Battlefield Symposium. The theme for this year's event is "Through
the Eyes of History." Speakers will represent a variety of topics from both military and tribal sources. For more information, contactthe Washita Battlefield
National Historic Site, P.O. Box 890, Cheyenne, WY, 73628, (580) 497-2742
phone.

1 December: Paper submission deadline for the Historical Society of New
Mexico's 2003 Annual Meeting and Conference, 3-5 April 2003, to be held
in Gallup, New Mexico. The Society welcomes panel and paper proposals
on any aspect of the history of New Mexico, the Borderlands, or the greater
Southwest. Proposals should include a title, a short abstract, and contact information for the presenter. For submissions and information, please contact
Richard Melzer, University of New Mexico (Valencia campus), 280 La Entrada Rd., Los Lunas, NM, 87031, (505) 925-8620 phone, or e-mail rmelzer@
unm.edu.

3-5 April: The 2003 National Association for Ethnic Studies Conference,
"Borderlands and Beyond: Examining Intersections of Race, Ethnicity,
Class, Gender, Sexuality, and Nation," will be hosted by Arizona State University in Phoenix, Arizona. For more information see the Association's website: www.ethnicstudies.org.

6-8 June: The 2003 Western Association of Women Historians Annual Conference will be held in Berkeley at the Clark Kerr Conference Center, University of California, Berkeley, California. For more information please
contact Karen Lystra, WAWH President, American Studies Program, California State University, Fullerton, CA, 92634, or see the conference website:
www.wawh.org.

31 JuIY-3 August: The ninety-sixth annual meeting of the Pacific Coast Branch
ofthe American Historical Association will be held in Honolulu, Hawaii, at the
Radisson Prince Kuhio Hotel. Single paper proposals or, preferably, full panels on historical topics are welcome. Please submit the following materials
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by 15 January 2003: a one-page proposal that includes a title, a short abstract,
and a statement of research methods; a one-page vita for each participant;
and contact information. For submissions and information, contact Professor Gayle Gullett, History Department, Arizona State University, Phoenix,
AZ, 85287-25°1, e-mail: gayle.gullett@asu.edu or Professor Margaret D. Jacobs,
History Department, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, NM, 880038001, e-mail: marjacob@nmsu.edu.
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A History of the Navaios
Peter Iverson
With photographs by Monty Roessel
The most complete and current history
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interviews, and personal observatian.

Hardcover:
Paperback:
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For Our Navajo People
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Edited by Peter Iverson
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